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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Fire Management Program Center

      3833 S. Development Avenue

Boise, Idaho  83705-5354
in reply refer to:

Y14 (9560)

February 28, 2006
Memorandum

To:
            Regional Fire Management Officers
From:

NPS Fire Director - NIFC  /s/ Mike Wallace
Subject:
National Park Service Approval of Mission Centered Solutions as L-381, Incident 

Leadership, training vendor

In February 2004, the NWCG Training Working Team (TWT) approved the course criteria for the L-381 Incident Leadership delivery.  This training is identified in the January 2006, PMS 310-1, Wildland Fire Qualification System Guide as Other Training Which Supports Development of Knowledge and Skills for the Incident Commander Type 3 (ICT3) and Division Supervisor (DIVS) positions.  The National Park Service Fire Management Leadership Development Plan recommends this course for ICT3, DIVS, and Prescribed Fire Burn Boss Type 1 (RXB1).  Under the current NWCG guidance, agencies are expected to use the course criteria to determine whether a training program meets the requirements established for L-381, and if it does, the agency can issue credit to personnel attending such courses.  For information on course criteria refer to   

http://www.fireleadership.gov/courses/L_381/criteria.html
The United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service (USDA-FS) has used the criteria approved by the TWT to verify Mission Centered Solutions’ (MCS) course does meet the criteria.  In order to avoid duplication of effort the National Park Service (NPS) has used the documentation provided by the USDA-FS to approve MCS, and its lead instructors, as a training provider for L-381, Incident Leadership.  All NPS students that have received this training prior to this memo should receive credit for the class.  Employees should use the MCS issued course certificate as proof of completion if they do not have an NWCG course certificate.  The MCS certificate contains the class photograph and is not printed on NWCG certificate forms.  Any park needing to verify the validity of a certificate may contact MCS for assistance.  Attendees who have not retained their certificate may request a replacement from MCS by emailing Graduates@MCSolutions.com.  

Any questions regarding this issue may be addressed to Chad Fisher, Fire Management Specialist, at 208-387-5221 or Chad_Fisher@nps.gov.  
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