U. S. Forest Service
Division of Fire Control
Washington, D, C,
December 19, 1966

SUPPLEMENT NUMBER 1 TO THE LOOP FIRE DISASTER REPORT

When the Loop Fire Analysis Group prepared their report, they made provisions
to supplement it if hospitalized survivors were able to provide additional
significant information later. Since then, Gordon H, King, Superintendent

of the El Cariso Crew, has submitted a statement, copy attached. Mr. King's
statement corrects paragraph 6, page 14, but it does not change the remaining
narrative, conclusions or recommendations in the report. It contains valuable
additional information, especially about the crew's activities between the
time the fire crossed the deep gully and when the men were burned.

Paragraph 1, page 11 of the report states that the fire burned for seven
minutes in the Chimney Canyon below King before it overran the crew. In
his statement, King explains that only 30 seconds elapsed from the time the
fire established itself in the canyon until it started to move uphill toward
him., Superintendent King's cobservations were from a point only a few yards
from the fire while the time in the report was established from the
observations of more distant observers - Captain Hayes, Division Boss
Westmoreland and Helicopter Pilot Cook.

At first observation, a conflict in testimony seecms present but in fact it
is not. What the more distant observers considered to be the build up of
the hot spot probably includes the period described in King's statement from
the time he first saw the fire below him, including his moves wastward aud
eastward to escape the fire, his experience at the dry waterfall and en un-
known part of the time spent by him going eastward to the small drainage and
eventually coming out below the fire.

In addition to King's attached statement, Angeles Forest Supervisor
William T, Dresser recorded significant information while talking to him,
This was confirmed by King and follows,

On reading pages 11 - 18 he (King) has the following comments: He said that
on arriving at the "diamond'" area he looked into the canyon to the west and
could see fire above him on his side of the canyon, This fire was in the
rocks and apparently going out. He could also see fire across the canyon
from him to the west but apparently burning away from him. Since the terxrain
was too steep to cold trail from the ridge he was on into the canyon to the
west, he-decided to carry out the operation described in the last paragraph
on page 11 of the report. He saw a helicopter water drop being made on the
fire as he looked into the canyon to the west. His impression wags that the
drop was made from too high up to be of much benefit. As he and his men
started down the ridge from the diamond, they encountered a large sumac bugh,
He, Chee and Moreland worked their way into the Chimney Canyon drainage to
try to get this sumac bush removed. They were to work on it from the bottow,
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eastward to a small drainage, which had very little brush, Not wanting
to fall on my hands, I sat down and slid down the chute to where I could
stand up and walk down to where I could get help.

"On Figure 4, The area I was in was just EAST of where Ray Chee was
found .

XA = About where the Waterfall was

XB = Where T walked out

/s/ Gordon H. King



