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SUPPREZSSION OF T BLACKWYATIR FIRE

On the afternoon of August 20, at 3:35 p.m., wiile preparing for a
pack trip, a report came from Pahaska that a smoke could be seen down
river. A check on the location placed the ori«in of the smoke on Blacke-
water Creek'. The afternocon was hot and dry, with the sun boiling down and
no discernible wind,

lMen from the Wapiti CCC Camp were immediately called and in less
than twenty minutes were on their way to the fire,

The smoke was rlsing vertically in a slowly growing calumn, It ap-
parently was crowning in a "limited area, but was-not moving apnreciably,
Upon reachlng Blackwater Lodge 10 minutes. later the -smoke was boiling in
every sense of the word and the fire was gaining headway up a densely tim-
bered canyon to the east, _The steepness of the.canyons served as enormous
‘flues and in’ 1830 than an hour had burned to nearly 200 acres, almost com-
pletely inclhcerating the dense. stands. of Douglan Fir. " AL, that time the
temperature was 85°F, and . the hunidity 16 per cent.:

After reaching the fire, 50 more men and two fire pumps were or-
dered, One small.CCC crew had already.arrived- and was constructing line
around the 1ouer edge of the fire, Darkness was coming on and still the
fire’ continued to crown out up.the caanyon to. the .east, - Even at this time
there was very.little wind, but the trenendous currents of heat. created by
the fire itself sucked the flqmes on ahead,

On its initial run up the mountain side:the fire had burned itself
out on reachlng uhat is now known as Trail Ridge, but had gained momentum
“to the south and was rdvaging the canyono touards Coxeomb Mountain. The
danger point at that time was that. the fire, if it continued, would- spot
over the divide 1nto tha head of Blind Creek.on the Elk Fork drainage, It
still -had approxlmately a mlle to burn, but. the crowning continued, cdusing
'spots far in advance.

At about 8:00 that evening I met Supervisor Sieker and after a
definite plan of. attack, he left to order additional men, so that 150 men
would be on the fire by daybreak. ,That night about: 65 men were divided
and Lonqtructlon of llne advanced around the flank of the fire from Black-
water Creek each way, "The fire pump on the west sector during the night
held a dangerous section of line and prevented the spread up Blackwater
Creek, embodying a basin of. heayy timber,

Daylignt saw the timbered draws, extending to the divide betuveen
Coxcomb and Double Mountains, burned and fire over on the Elk Park side
with 120 men on the fire, The morning wind na@ blown the fire northeaster=-
ly'up under Double Mountain., It had also crept over Trail Ridge into green
timber and was burning slowly down hill, Foreman Glen Hill had worked on
this line during the night and was advancing it easterly towards the rim
rock, Following the run of the fire during the first night:the "hot spot"
shifted with the wind to this sector.

At 1:30 Pp.m, the first reinforcerents of 50 men arrived from the
Deaver CCC Camp, These men were sent to the west sector to continue line

.



construction and partially relieve the Yellowstone. Naxlonal Park crew

who had been on since early morning, Shortly ‘after came the Tensleep

CCC Crew of 51 men umder Ranger:Post .and assisted by Foremen Saban and
Tyrrell.

Ranger Clayton was .put- in charge of the new sector, which ex~
tended from Trail Ridge northeasterly, and, with Post and nis men,
started up the ridge. In all sectors, except the lattar, 1ine ‘¢nn~
struction was not hazardéus,

Actual work on this fire line began about 3:15 » .m., A section
was helng built- by a erew-from the Bureau of Public Roads .canp undsr
Bert Sullivan, a Forest -Service: cooperator., Post and iis crew proceed-
ed on ahead of the Bureusl men and began construction,. Ranger Glayton
_had anparently surveyad the area ‘as he. advanced bghind Post's men along
the line ‘glready Huilt, *  At-a point of vantage he discussed the situa-
tion with Foreman Saban’ ahd Junior Asgsistant to. Technician ‘Hale of ‘thé
Wapiti CCC Camp. * Pive or 'six enrollees-were with.Cl ayton, Saban and Hale
at the time, OClayton was somewhat concerned about-a spot flre," in the
‘hole" as he described in a note to Post asking for additional men, since
he was g01ng to take available men. down to.get this spot fire.

. Shortly after this note to Ranger Post the wind began whipping
back and forth fiercely driving the surface flres into the crowns, From
Ranger Post's position, he quickly realized, the seriousness . of the situa~
tion, pulling all his men, he »roceeded to uhat he. considered a safe
place, since he was unable to return along the fire line to Trai].Ridge.

The exact happeningq of Clayton and his men.is somewhat uncertain.
The enrollees w1th him vere carrying ‘back pack. punmps and were. anparently
fllllng the pumps ‘from & small stream in ‘a canyon hear the line when the
fire overpowered them, ' Seven ‘men, .inc¢luding Ranger Clayton, Foreman
Saban, Junior Assistant to Technicien Hale, and enrollees Gerdes, Griff-
ith, Mayabb and Rodgers were found in this 5ulch They were caught,
presumably, about 3:45 P,M. Bevens, another enrollee was fTound within
60 feet of this gulch ‘badly burned, and later died.in:.the hosnltal.

Meanwhile, Ranger Post &nd-Foreman Tyrrell. and Bert Sullivan,
with other Bureau of Public ‘Roads” men, were -stringing out of the fire
line to a rocky point seemingly safe, Within a few minutes after
reaching this point, the flames swept over and around them. Five men
became unmanageable and charged through the fire, Patzke belng the only
one of these that survived, althousgh receiving freightful burns, while
Lea and enrollees Allan and Sherry were fatally burned., The other men
withstood .the heat as best tliey could.: /Those with ample clothing suf-
fered the least burns, ' Some clothing becameg so hot they were torn off
thinking it to be ablaze, Exposed fleésh .was burned unbearably. Some,
scarcely able to bear the heat, ‘stood un, only.to.be more seriously
burned,

During the time the fire.was on this rampage, I climbed ‘Trail
Ridge to contact Superintendent Wolcott, as I knew him to be near the
origin of the gpot fire that later proved to be fatal, Uolcott was
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contacted on Trail Ridge, his men already out of the timber, Several men
appeared higher up the ridge shouting to others along the line, . The gale
continued and at times the fire seemed to edvance directly against the
wind, due to the rough topogravhy which create@ vieious currents,

Clayton®s men ware'thought to have sought safety on Trail Ridge
high above us through an erea burned over the previous night at a point no
visible from oupr nosition on-the ridge.

Assistant Supervisor Krueger came up Trail Ridge abopt 6:00 pem,
and nroceeded on to contagt Clayton on his sector to plan a new attack on
the fire as it was evident that some line had been lost, I dropned on
down the ridge to the pump operating on the lower end of the line.. A
message shortly came to me from Dr. Re R. Davig, of the lapiti CCC Camp.
telling of ‘his finding one man badly burned who had drifted down off the
fire, reporting that the whole crew had been trappad. ‘This was the first
news we had that men had been burned. sone nerhans ‘fatally,

First aid equipment was aet up by Dr, Davis near-Blackwater Creek,
More medical - help and additional facilities were sent for at once, Rescue
crews were organized immediately to aearch for thosa burned and needing
help.

The fire was again attacked early the following moring by approxi-
mately 154 men, with 112 engaged in searching the burned area for the in-
jured, '

Both day and night shifts were on line congtruction until the fire
was corralled, Additional Forest Officers arrived from the Regional Of-
fice and the Black Hills and Harney Forests, Men had also been drawn from
Worland and Basin GCC Camps, which made a total of between 515 and 520 men
engaged in some phase of suprassing the fire, ' By noon ‘Tuesday, August 24,
the fire was successfully controlled, having burned over anproximately
1700 acres,

The narmal reaction to this catastronhe among the camp was that of
over-cautiousness on the line the following days, The slightest crowning
inside the line caused some ¢q sbandon their post for open country, This
was done in genuine seriousness and fear of being trapped once the fire
€t into tree topse

On Sunday morning after the "blow up®™ several crucial spot fires
were gaining headway rapidlye Hesitancy in hitting these hot spots became
almost critical until the men were nersuaded to go in and get them,

The memory of this tragedy will be uppermost in many minds whemn a
fire crowns out, regardless of ‘the circumstances, The successful handling
of any fire still requires quiek action by those on line construction,
Intelligent differentiation between line abandonment and a hot fire is
still essential, Therein lies the danger, We are yery apt to be over-
cautious for a time and by being owerecautjious may let the immediate urge
to leave the line outweigh our better judgment,
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The tragedy has left us all with its gruesome claim of lives and
injured. The fact still remains that fires must be fought and must be
handled, as outlined in the Forester's fire policy which calls for "fast,
energetic and thorough suppression of all fires in all locations"

-CHARLES E, FIFIEID - SIIOSIONE,

THE BLACKWATER FIRE CAMP

There were two camps on this fire wnich are known as the lower und
upper fire camps., Toe lower fire camp was at the end of tlhe road, and
the upper camp was about two miles faTther up the creek and hearer. the
original fire line,

The first raeal for the fire Tighters, wnich consisted of lunches,
was made at the Wapiti CCC Camp and sent to the lower camp and distribu-~
ted to tie various crews from there; either sent to the men already on
the line or given to them as they left for the fire,

The lower camp was the first one set up. Sunnlies, cooking uten=-
éils, stoves and grates were secured at the Waniti CCC Camp. and the first
meal wes sérved at 2:30 Seturday morning, which was breakfast for the
Yellowstone Park men from NP-3, After eating, the men viere given a lunch
to carry and immediately left for the fire line., They brought food for 50
nen for three days with thea,

As soon as the Park boys were on thelr way camp was cleaned up and
another meal started, as the Deaver boys were expuocted for breakfast at
about 7:00 a,m.

The pack train then cineback from the fire line from packing pumps,
gasoline and lunches., The horses were allowed to rest till sbout 6:00 a.m,
when they vere used to pack food and equinment to the upper camp.

, The Deaver (RS-7-) and Tensleep (F«~35i) boys arrived at the lower fire
camp 11:00 a.,m, Saturday and were fed and given lunches. The upper fire
camp was established by this time and these men passed through that camp
with Rangers Clayton and Post about 12:00 noon. Every one of them were in
good spirits and many joking remarks were passed back and forth as the men
field through the upper camp,

Additional paék horses had arrived and by 1:00 p.m, Saturday sup-
plies and equinment were rapidly pouring into the upvwer camp,

The boys from the Wapiti CCC Camp started coming in from the fire
line for the first time about 1:00 p,m. These men were given dinner and
a bed, tiey hunted shady places and most of them were asleuvp in a few
minutes,

Gasoline, 0il und extra lunches were sent to the fire line during
Saturday afternoon from the upper camp. The lower camp at this time was
used nrincipally as a packing station,

Sunper was served to the men in the upper fire camp about 6:00 p.m,
The men had just started to eat when the message from Dr, Davis was

e



received stating tnat some men had been tranped, Rescue crews were started
out immediately with blarkets, nails and other material to make stretchers,
The National Park Service nortable radio was £0ttenintc action and a call
made through Yellowstone National Park Headquarters at Mammoth for docters
and ambulences, this brought irmediate action, several local doctors came
to the upper fire caup, ambulances came to the lower fire camp and streteche
ers were sent on to the unner camp,

The upper fire camp fed men all night Saturday, rescue parties came
inat all hours of the night., 150 men arrived during the night and early
morning; these men were all fed and made ready to go as they were called,
Supplies and beds were sent to the first aid station for the injured,

At daylight Sunday morning 112 fresh men were sent to the fire line,
and dispatched as searching crews and to bring in the casualties, Others
were dispatched to help the injured in from the first aid station. Some
were carried down on stretchers and those with lesser injuries walked dowm,
with frequent rests, °

. The fire had shifted till the lover fire camp was the most access-
ible for the main body of the crew, Pack horses were loaded and started
packing equipment back to the lcwer camp Sunday, The upper cemp was left
to care for 50 men., All men on the line either took lunches or had lunches
sent to them sc the evening meal was the first one at the lower camp. Equip-
ment for a small camp was packed out from the lower fire camp to a small
~raw an the Elk Fork side of the fire Sunday afternoon,

The crEWS'were very tired Sunday nisht, those in from the line and
those on the sedrching parties. Every one was fed and given a bed,

Monday morning the men were:called at 3:00-a.m,, breakfasted, given
a lunch and carefully checked out, then sent to the lime shortly after day-
light, During the day the lover camp, which was to be the main camp frem
then on, was arranged, an area was laid off for each of the various camps,
‘hére the men's beds and their equipment was segregated and placed, Each
of the varicus camps then had their men altogether, when they were in the
main camp and were easily found,

Tuesday morning the men were again gotten out at 3;00 a,m,, fed ,
given a lunch and sent to the line in better time than the previous morn~
ings. Camp was well organized and in shape, all men had been checked and
were acccunted for, Sufficient pack horses were available, at various times
extra saddle horses had to be secured for forest officers, The main work
in camp now, was keeping supplies on hand, tocls gathered up, the kitchen
clean and the other camps supplied,

Wednesday morning the men vere allowed to sleep an hour later, Crews
were cut down this day, three camns, Thermopolis, Basin and part of Worland
released, Their crews were each checked out separately. Wednesday night
the Yellowstone Park crew was released as soon as theycame in from the line,

lilursday morning the last of' the liorland camp and the company from
Deaver were released, leaving only the Wgpiti camp on the fire and seme
local civilians,
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Uater was »acked t0 the fire linc for back pack pumps to be used
on mop -up work,

The Wapiti CCC Camp was not released till Saturday night, They
did mop up and patrol work Friday and Saturday, with the aid of water
that was packed to them on horses,

-Sunday morning small camps were esteblished on the fire line for
Tocal civilian employees to. use, while doing patrol -and mop up work,
There: were three of these camps, two men each and one of five men,

Packers were kept busy until Tuesday night,- August 31, packing in
supplies, tools and equipment. Everything was cleaned up by that time,
“except .theé "small camps that were on the fire line,

- So ends’ another battle with the greatest enemny .of the: fDTLSt _
whether large or small man caused or other cause, they all. %pell de—
struction.

-MORRIS B, SIMPERS
Project Supcrintendent,\fapiti. Camp,F-24l,

THE -TENSLEEP CCC (F-35W) CAifP ON.THE BLACKATER FIRE,

Two 25-men.crews under Foreman Tyrrell and Foreman Saben left
their camp at Tensleep Meadows on the Bighorn Forest during the.early
‘hours of "August 21st, They travelled by truck approximately 165 miles,
and reacned the sunply camp on Blackwater at 11¢30 a,m, - The army had
set up a camp nere and the Tenslenp men were fed in a:very few. minutes,
outfitted with tools, lunches, etc., and started to hike to the fire
line.

We walked to the burn on ‘Blacksater Creek and met 8 ‘Bupervisor .
Sieker who gave us directions for getting into the basin to tha east,
This part of the fire had burned during the night before; and 'line con-
struction was not ‘omnlete, Another hike up a steep ridge for about.a
mile past a Park Service crew and ten‘'men from the B.P,R. crew, .and we
were -on the :jobe

Forenan Tyrrell was at the head of the line, and Foreman Saban
was to bring up the rear to see that the party was kept together.
Ranger Clayton arrived just as we left the creek, . He was:t0 g0 with us,
Everyone. was in good gnirits, the déy'clear and quiet, the fire barely
smoking--it appeared to be an easy taks to get a line through the basin
to tiuber line before sun down, All the boys vere "rarin' to go" and
threw themselves into the job 7ith a determination to "grab it" and
boil the job down to line .patrol.

Small crews under leaders attacked the line; scouting for open
spots and natural line, Crews fell to work ¢onnecting up these.paints;
Tyrrell was marking out sections and Clayton had not yet caught up with
us. Good! We still had.riore men comlnp the timber line was in 51bht.
It was even easier than we had thought,
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Suddenly a roar to the northwest, sounds like « fire below us,
"Heads up, everyone, we'll have to find out what's up." A short, fast run
to the top of a small ridge shoied‘a spot fire about a quarter of a mile
away, which had not.shown before, burninb briskly., Tops of the-trees
swung in the strong wind which was'couing up through the basin, spot fires
developed betiuieen the large Spot fire and the main fire, and the wind had
reached our line almost atonce, and the large fire was a ‘furnace imediate-
ly. "Gveryone out--double time--this wayl" \

It was thought that we might skirt the edge of theispot fire and
reach safety by going down hill; the men were coming out in good order from
up and dorm the line, gatherin" on the ridge. Tyrrell was down along the
line checllng to sce that all were getting out--no sign of Sabun at the
end of the line. . Perhaps he had seen the dangor and gone back,

The wind changed down the canvon, scooping up coals and burning
branches from the main fire, building a raging furnace below our line,

. Now the 3,P.R, men are coming out on the run; our bunch is growing
in number each secohd, There is still & wav omen down the ridge, but more
men are coming out of the canyon, We must wait for those behind--all to-
gether, or none at.all, Tyrrell is bringing up the rear, and reports all
are out, Ue are readv %o make a dash down the ridge, The wind changed
again to the northﬂast, ‘fire is coming up from below and we see the spot
fire, now a large nass, go over the ridge below us into a deep canyon. Our
only escape now is toward timber 11ne——up hill, and stesp at that,

Bert Sullivan, B.P,R., Foremun, takes the lead. Some of us wait for
Tyrrell and the last ones out, The smoke is thick, the air is hot; we
hurry up the ridge. Heavy tools are left behind., We take lady shovels,
Pulaskies and canteens--we may need them for our own protection. We are
about out of breath from the up-hill run, and it is doubtful if we can go
on, Through the smoke we see a group of our men in a smegll park. It is
Sullivan and the head of the line, He reports a short strip of timber
between us and timber line, but the fire has reacied it 'and is going around
.us. It is also coming up the edge of the park from the south, We take
refuge on the north side of the ridge, and beat out sparks on each others
clothing, while the timber to the south of us "ecrowns out,"

No casualties so far, all in good order, and we are all agreed that
as soon as thé fire on the south cools down, we will be safe in the burn
there while the timber to the north burns out, We crawl out on top with
this in mind and get as near as heat and smoke will permit.

Without warning the wind again changes, and a cyclone sweeps up the
ridge from the northwest, Unburned tirber lower down the ridge "crouwns outl'
end the park is swept by heat and flame. Ve run to the edge of the fire,
but it is too hot to endure.

"411 down on the ground!"™ But some do not have time to respond.

Red spots avdpear on faces, and skin is stripoed from all exposed surfaces,
The heat is terrific, and it seems unbearable, but we have no safer place,
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If tnis is the end, ve must take it here.

It is all.over in a few seconds,.énd then we rust endure heavy
smoke.for, it seems jiours. However, the rapid change in direction of
the wind brought us fresh air et times, which probably. saved many’ of us.
The fury is past, smoke thlnning down and we teke stock of our company,
Red spots, blisters, hurts of all descriptlons, and groans,, but no com~
plaints,

The wind died with the sun down, and we make a dash for help
‘through the now quiet burn. Hhet a great relief to find Krueger and
Sieker coming through the smoking burn to learn if any help is needed.
They have ‘had no way of knowing how we fared during the run, but. had
made every Dveparation for the emergencies,. Food, water,. men stretch~
ers, a first aid station at the edge of the fire, doctors and medical
supplies meet us at every turn along the trail out.

CCC boys at the fly camp on Blackwater receiving the news that
-night were.of ‘one mind, They replied to the camp cormander that “If
some of the boys have been burned, and are in trouble, we are going to
get them out,"

In spite of the disaster, men came forward, went into the fire,
and out it out, taking the same chances that we did, . lMen have paid the
supreme nrice, but the work is carried on, ‘ '

-U. J. TOST, BIGHORN - .

C.C.C. DETERLINATION

. One bright memory in the midst of all the tragedy surrounding
the Blackwater Fire was the respouse of the CCC crews the morning follow-
ing the blow up, '

_ Naturally, all fire suppression "jork had ceased during that night.
Every available foremsn and man was on eeerch*ng parties. leoklng for in-
jured men, At daylicht a hundred and fifty marn - crew was again out’ eearch—
ing for any that might -have been missed during the night, and arranglng
for removal of the dead, DBut tragedy or not, there :.as still 1270 acres
of fire running around locse and the humldity was below 10, Scouting und
line construction had to be done-und there were only tlred depressed men
left to do it.

The CCC men srose to the occasion like veterans and at daylight
three crews were on the fire line ctrrying on - determined to whip the
fire that had beaten them' so terribly the afternoon befere.' These boys
‘put through difficult line that day and held it through a very ‘critical
afternoon., Most of them had scen horrible burns the night before and
many saw corpses packed out during the day, but they did not let that de-
ter them in their attack on a stubborn fire.

The CCC responded to an emergeucy in a very noble. and’ gourageous
manner, and the Shoshone and the entire Forest Service anpreclatas it.
" -JOHN SIEKER - SHOSIIONE ~
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THE FOREST FIRE FIGHTERS

The wind sweeps off the spire-like peak,
And is whirling the cinders high:

While down in the stifling, deadly reek,
We struggle, and all but die.

We have felled the trees in the fire's path,
Till our hands are bleeding and sore;

But always it speeds, with a hiss of wrath,
And leaps the barrier o'er.

We have fought i1t back, with blaze 'gainst blaze,
And yet has the foe slipped past;

But slowly we yield, in the choking haze,
Till the victory's won at last.

Small pay do we get, and thanks are gruff,
When we've fought the foe to his knees;
But, after all, the reward's enough,
When we hear the wind in the trees.

- ARTHUR CHAPMAN



STR:TC:ER BEARERS

The first definite ‘knowledge .tnat anyone on the Blackwater fire had
that a crew had been trapned and men injured was when Billy Lea, of the
B.P.R. and Post's crew, arrived on-.the trail sbove the uppsr :fire camp
and virtually fell into Dr, Davis' arms. Word was sent to the camp by
Dr. Davis and Supt. Simpers, foremen Sullivan and Meglemre, and a group of
enrollees from the Yiapiti Camp started up to search for men, This was
about 6:00 or 6:15 p.n, At 6:30 p.n, Supcrvisor Sieker radioed to the
Park for doctors, nurses, medicine, etc., -and then left fop the fire with
Foreman Hill and about 50 enrollees, -as an additional searching and first
aid narty.

At about 7:00 p.m. a civilian fire fighter informed me that it had
been reported below that some nmen had been trapped and injured, but the
description.of the loccation was so vague that there was little to go cn. A
short time before this, shouts had been heard from the lover end of the
burn, and I had sent Pierce, another B.P.R, @.n, around below the fire to
determlne what the yelling was ‘about. The. lower end of the fire was then
some distance below the noint.at which the line had originally been con-
structed, Very shortly after word i:as received about the disaster, dis-
tinct cries for nelp could be heard from the burned area near the old fire
line. We went into the burn, which was still quite hot at this point,
and about & quarter of a mile in, found an enrollee, Bevens, who had been
calling for help, He was terrloly burned, nad no clothes left but his
shoes, He pointed to a rock fulch a short distance avay and said there
were seven dead men there, I went to the guleh and found the seven dead,
huddled together in a small group. It was very smoky in the gulch and
quite dark, Having no iight, I was unable to identify any of the men.
Bevens was helped out of the burn by some of the searching party who had
arrived by this time. Ranger Post came down from above at this time and
reported that two of hisg men would have to._be carried out, and his crew
were unable to carry them. Some men were secured from one of the crews
and taken in to their assistance, .This group. of about 40 men reached
the first aid station, which had been set up at the lower end of the fire,

at about 10:00 p. m., A soon as their .burns were dreased they were out to
bed,

During all this time, and up to abcut 3:00 a.m., the entire area
where this occurred was being combed by a crew of about 60 nen. No addi-~
tional injured men were located., As there was no wav of making a check at
this time as to just how many might still be alive in the burned area, the
efforts of all men were concentrated on attempting ‘to locate any addition=-
al injured men rather than to bring out the men known to be dead.

At daybreak a crew of about 115 men started out and gridironed the
entire area until it was certain that no other 1njured or dead were there,
Tvo additional dead men were found, Theére were two of the five that had
broken away from Post's crew, Of the five, only one is still alive. e
is the one Picrce found nt the loier end of the burn, and took out to
safety,

The dead men were tuken out on pack horses or on stretchers early
Sunday, All were taken to thue Wapiti CCC Camp and then to Cody, where

-9-



final identification was made, Because of the ruggedness of the coun-
try, it was necessary to take the bodies out the only trail, which
was through both fire camps. This was very hard on the moraleof the
CCC boys in the camps at the time, However, the boys carried om splen
snlendidly, both on the fire line and in the searching parties,
-CARL G. KRUEGER - SHOSHONE -

COMPENSATION. CLATMS

After thirty days of working with the endless maze of forms and
supplemental reports on the casualties from the Blackwater fire = there
seems to be a rift in the clouds with some hopes of seeing daylight. It
is hoped: that further experience in handling cémpensation claims will
not come at so great a sacrifice.of life nor so much sorrow tc the be-
reaved,

When the enormousness ¢f tnp_task that faced us’ on Mondey mornr
ing," August 23, was realized, conscience unkindly reminded us that we
had been remiss in a careful -study of .the regalatiqné which must now be
applied., There was time for only a cursory review of the regulations.,
Phe one most essential need was ACTION.

Deaths were-first renorted to the Commission ‘at Washington without
the infermation as to burial ‘wishes to the relatives,' As soon as their
desires were known, authority was requested from the Commission for issu-
ance of Transportation requests to aover transportation of those remains
which were to go by common carrier.

Identification at the morgue was a trying experience, Each body
was fully identified and personal belongings found were properly marked
and delivered to the relatives. Turee undertakers worked long hours to
prepare the bodies for transportaticn and burial, =

"As the relatives came to claim the remains of their loved ones,
many details were srranged for them. Several who lived in the State
made arrangements to have the bodies conveyed home by ambulences, - One
fine old gentleman came from Cregon. The citizens of the community did
everything nossible to make his sed missién tc Cedy as comfortable as
possible, The Commission furnished this grief stricken father return
“trensportation to Oregon as escort of the remains of his herc.

Another father came from California in company with the fiance!
of a deceased fire fighter. It was a priv1lege'to offer return trans-
portation to the heartbroken girl as escort to the remains of the oune
she had loved. All such arrangements were made through the Forest Of-
fice, It was the one remaining service that could be rendered for the
grief stricken relatives, '

Then there were the hospitalized who could not be neglected.
Doctors and nurses worked feverishly long hours. Special nuraes were
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assigned to critical cases and no effort was spared to halt the death
toll,

.Each foldered case before us presents aﬂ_indiyidual_prdblam of se-
curing supplemental data, such as certificates of birth and marriage,
certificates of dependents and endless bills. An ordinary compensation
case now seems comparatively simple,

To assist the community in vroperly subhitting their accounts to
the Commission, the Forest Office was contacted and assembled all bills
for services. t'hen Mr, Keegan, a member of the’ Commission staff, was in
this eity, he d651gnated a bprtaln nhysician to check allibills for ap-
proval., A fine niece of work was done expeditiously, and practically
all bllls have been submitted To give some 1dea of the volume of bills,
the drug bills a)nrcx1mated one thousand dollars hospital bills two
thousand dolluru, nurses one t ousand dollars and doctors about eighteen
hundred dollars,: which does not include some snecial expenditures paid
from local relief funds.

One of the outstanding exweriences through those trying days was
the timely visit to the community of ilr. John J, Keegan, cne of the
three commissioners of the United States Emnloyees Compensation Commiss-
icn., His stuatenent tlat he had not come to 'police' our actions, but
to back us up, was indicative of the spirit wiich we have learned to
expect from the Commission.,

' -NISLS C. AMDERSEN -~ SHOSHONE

B. P, R. COOPZRATION

The Bureau cf Public Roads construction crew working under the
leadership of Baird French, Resident Ingineer, responded to the Forest
Service call for assistance in this fire in a riost laudable and »nrompt
manner,

Due to the .presence of Regional Imspectors, Ingineer French was un-
able to accompany the crew, but he sent his entire crew under Foreman
Davis.

For »urpose of fire suppression work, ilr. Davis willingly released
control of the crew to Bert Sullivan, one of his men who was a listed
fire cooperator on the wathl District. liorking in close harmony, this
crew comnosed of Bert “ul‘ivgn, Earl Davis, Sam Van Arsdall, Garland
Boman, Alfred Hoiland and Billy Lea, atiacked the fire on its lower side
and built a fine fire line at great spaed. This crew was later joined
by Ranger Post's crew and continued their good work until the blow up
occurred,

Billy Lea endeavored to run through the fire with four enrollees.
All lost their lives except enrollee Patzke, Lea was a native of Oregen
where his body was sent for burial, Sullivan, Davis, Hoiland, Van
Arsdall and Bowman were injured in-the fire and were hospitalized for
varying »eriods,

The spirit of cooperation in which Mr, French and his crew re-
sponded to our call is typical of all our relationships with the Bureau

of Public Roads, v
~JOIIN SIEXER- SiIOSHONE
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Su0SHON: FIRE HISTORY.

From a compilation-made by Fire Control Specialist A. A; Brown,
the following inberesting facts and figures have been obtained.

The average number of fires that huve occurred on the Shoshone
Wﬁtion&l Forest from 1909, when fire recodrds vere first started, thru
1956, was 6.0 annually. -The average number during the period lQSl—
1936 inclusive, which are in what is known as the drouth years, was
Illﬂ5'ffres ennually, During these six years thare were 69 firzs:, of
which 47% were man-caused .and 53%% lightning-caused.

‘The total area burned on tae Shosﬁone F'tﬁon_l Forest ‘duTing the
period 1909-1936, .inclusive was 24, 043 acres, of whieh 61% or-14,755
acres was burned in the Grandall Creek Fire of 1935, The average area
burned ‘annually during the last six yenrs was $0,078 acres. The worst
fire years were 1910, 1911, 1919,1935 and 1937, The 'Blackuater fire of
1957 burned over apnroximately 1700 acres,

LOCAL COCPERATION
: ‘As spon’ as the news was broadcast tliat men on the Blackwater
fire had bzen killed and.injured, the toun of Cody and the surround-
ing comrmunity gave us their unstinted assistance. The Doctors and
nurses of Cody came to the fire line in order to aid in ¢ zlving first
aid treatment and additional nurses vere rejuisitioned from surround-
ing towns to take care of the men as they were brought to toun.

The civic orgunizations, such as the Cody Club and the American
Legion, and all of tlie churches, organized committees to see thut all
necessary first aid materials were ¢gnthered togetheriand made available
for the over-crowded hLosnitals,

_ A relief fund was started to purchase necegsities and other
things to make the convalescence of the injured men more pleasant.
The relief fund also furnished flouers and wreaths for all of .the
deceased. A memorial service was held on Aupust 23 in the iethodist
Church of Cody,

Too much commﬂndatlon cannot be given to the various organiza-
tions in Cody and the surrounding community who gave such prompt and
efficient scrvicae tomeet this emcrgency.

- JOHN SIEEKZR~

MIIORIAL FOR 3ABAIT AI'D TYRRELL

Regional Forester Allen S, Peck has announced that the winter
quarters of the Tensleep Ranger District of the Bighorn National Ba-
sin, will be named Saban Renger Station in honor of former Ranger
James T, Saban, who lost his life in the Blackwater fire. The surmer
station of tais Ranger District, which is located near Tensleep Lake, &
beautiful hody of water containing apnroximately 267 acres, whiah was
created by the building of the Tensleep Dam, will be named Tyrrell Ran-
ger station in homor of Junior Forester Paul Tyrrell, who also lost
his life in this five, These stations will be suitably marked and in-
formation conc~rnin: the records of lessrs, Saban and Tyrrell will be
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filed in the Forest History and also the station record. These should
stand for many years as a remorial to the bravery of -these men,

CLAYTQN IMLIMORIAL TRATIL.

The Clayton Memorial Trnil hag been designated to commeorate the
wemory of Ranger Alfred G. Clayton and his comrades who lost their lives
in the Blackwatér fire, It will follow the -main Blackwater Creek to its-
junction with the East Fork, thence up the EastFork into the Basin and up
Trail Ridge, where it will contour around: through a’'blackened forest across
Clayton Gulch and will end at Post Point.

Markers, monuments and plaques will tell the traveler about these
points which are so vividly engraved unon the memory of fire fighters and
forest officers. H ere, on August 21, grim tragedy heaped its almost in
sufferable wieight onto the shoulder° of tired fire fighters,

On August 21, a sixty-man CCC crew under the leadership of Raypgers
Alfred Clayton and Urban J, Post arrived at the fire line and were fed at
the first camp, Camp No.l. After this the men traveled up Blackuater Creek
through Camp No.2 and past the First Aid Station, From there, the crew
vent un Trail Ridge along constructed fire line and joined the eizht-man
3.P.R. crew uhich was constructing fire line across Clayton Gulch, Ranger
Clayton was in charge of the entire sector and Ranger Post was in charge
of the construction crew,

Fire line construction was started by Post immediately and apparent-
1y Ranger Clayton and Foreman Saban were behind the main bunch lining up
the mop up work and protecting the constructed line.

At about 3:30 P, M, a sudden wind of gale velocity spranpgup and
vhinped the fire into the crovms, This wind swirled around in the rough
canyons and threw the fire above and below constructed line,

All of this hanpened so suddenly that men with as wide experisnce
in fire fighting as Clayton and Post were not able to anticipate the dan-
ger until ‘it was upon thern. Before this time the fire had becen relative-
ly quiet and had been burning down hill on the ground, ''hen the blow up
occurred, R-nger Clayton, Foreman Saban, and Junior ‘Technician Hale and six
enrollees were in what is now known as Clayton Gulch and apparently things
happenéd so rapidly that these men did not even have time to scatter since
they were found within thirty feet of each other,

Ranger Post was in a little more open country and had time to get
his men together and get all of tiiem to a high rocky knoll, which is now
Imown as Post Point, where Post, Foreman Tyrrell, Fire Cooperator Bert
Sullivan, and B.P.R, foreman Davis'menaged to hold all of the men cxcept
two, who broke away from the bunch, The pointselected by Post and Sullivan
was the best available place to weather the storm, and would undoubtedly
have been a successful point had the fire not crowned on both sides of the
rocky point at practically the same time, Several hours after, when the
fire had cooled down sufficiently so that men could travel safely through
it, Post, Tyrrell, Sullivan, and Davis with the entire crew made their way
through the fire to the first aid station where Dr. Davis, CCC Surgeon,
gave first aid treatment to all of them,
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If all of the men %ad follouwed exactly the insiructions given
them by Post, and the other foremen, there uould have been much less in-
jury, but when the heat became almost unbearsble, many of the men got up
and started running around which maturally exoosed more of them to the
heat than if they had been lying down close to the ground,

In order to commemorate the value and sacrifice of these men, the
Shoshone will build and monument the Clayton Memorial .Trail,

Starting at U.S.Highway #20, the Cody-Yellowstone ilighway, there
will be a bronze plaque in a stone monument on which will be engraved the
names of those wlo paid with their lives so that our forests may be green.
Along side will bé a large rustic sign telling briefly of the incident
and outlining the aistoric points along theé trail,

The trail #1111 be marked by distinective trail markers at anpropris
ate intervals, bearing the name of the trail,

A tentative wording of the signs along the trail will be as follows:

At Camp Ko.l.
"This camn was established during the night
of August 20, 1937. It was the base cemp and was
organized to feed and equip %00 men,"

A% Camp Mo,Z2,
"This camp was established by noon, August
21, 1927, It was organized to feed and eauip 250
men. Fron here the call for doctors, nurses, and
medical supplies was sent by radio at 6:00 2,l,
August 21,"

At the First Ald Station:

"4t this Station, Dr, Robert R. Davis, CCC
surgeon, gave first aid treatment to over 30 men-
during the night of Aunmust 21-22, 1937, This prompt.
first aid treatment unquestionably saved iany lives,"

At Clayton Gulch:

"Ranger Clayton, Foremar Seban, Junior Technl-
cian~-Hale, and CCC enrollees Rogers, Griffith, Gerdes,
and Mayabb were tranped here by the on-rushing flanes,
The back pack numps which are a peart of tiis pedestal
were being used by the men in mopping up the fire line."

And at Poest Point:

"On this rocky knoll, Ranger Post and Foreman |
Tyrrell attemoted to evade the fire, Post and Tyrrell
gathered their somewhiat panicky crew and held them to-
gether at great personal sacrifice. Tyrrell died of his
burns and Post spent a month in the hospital, If the
flam2s had not reacaed up on both-sices of this point at:
oave, these men would have been redatively safe,"



"From this »noint a good general view of the.
terrlble damage done by fire can. be seen."

It is alao nlanned to plant a group aof four or five foot Dcuglas
Tir trees around Ciayton GuIch and Post Point. Lodgepole will undoubtedly
‘cowe in on the burn ‘in a' olld stand, and the, flr will stand out distinct-
ively for wears to coqﬂ.,

- JOHN SIEKER - SHOSHONE-
MELIORIAL ADDRESS.

The communlty oi Oody held a menorial: service' at the Cody Metho-
dist church Monday afternoqn, August 23, which service was broadcast from

the cpurcd.. Excerpts from the remorial addTess by Milward J. Simpsom
follow:

-, " --- Ve in Cody little anpreciated, when we first learned that a
fire ‘had broken-out.on Blackwater .Creek in the Shoshone National Forest,
that.it. might result dluastrously. lie even observed the mobilization of
the large. groups-of. CCC boys without thought of -fear. We sawu these. young
men as they went throuﬂh the toom of Cody on Saturday,:cheerful, care--
free and eager to match: their efforts with-this demon of fire. Ue anpre~
ciated the fact that they were under .able lendership and thnt thiey wculd
be given nrnyer.care and direction in their efforts to subdue what most
of us felt was-- just another‘ferest fire.

These. young ‘men set about the t&sk willingly--gladly, I may say;
each went to work at his allotted duty; and everything was going well, It
seemed that the fire was under control, But-'something happened, A
breeze that had been blowing steadily from a single direction changed in-
to a wind cf almost hurricane proportions--changing first from one direc-
tion to anotier. The fire, which had seemed so nearly quenched, went en-
tirely out of control. The men who, a few short minutes before, had not
even sensed dungcr, were placed in ﬁeril. Fl:mes were fanned into raging
torrents of fire, and hot flashes of heat were projected here and there
thnoughout the area, dependlng only upon the direction of the air currents,

Men, experlenced in the fi; htlng of forest flres, ordered, and en-
deavored to lead, a retraat to places of safety. Each nan, who a short
while before, hﬂu strlven to stop the fire, turned his efforts entlrely
to saving the lives of his fellormen and of' himself, ) -

As uave after naﬁe of Heat rolled about these men, and as flames of
fire and hot embers were blovm about them, they used every means to protect
one anotiier and to et each other to safety., Some of then, overcome, were
helped to their feet by their -fellows, They used every reans knovm to ex-
perienced fire fighters to avoid death which was everyuhere about ther.

--Act after act of heroism might be recounted, but in spite of it
all, fifteen of these brave fire fighters have given their lives in this
effort to subdue a forest fire, and anproximately forty more are suffer-—
ing the pains of burns and will ever bear the marks of this batile against
fire,
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We ome these youﬂg men uvho have given their all, and these oth-
ers who :ill bear the scars -of ‘this coni'lict through life, the duty
that we shall endeavor to prevent future forest fires; and wé shall ded-
iciate our efforts to the end that the risks-of fire-fighting be lessen-
‘ed. Ve, who have examined into this matter, -nlace no.blame upon the of-
ficers who were conducting this battle against fire. . The unugu¢l change
in the wind, both as to direction and velocity, was the cauee,” It must
go dovn as an inevitable and unavoidable catastronhe., e are apnallsd
by its greatness,.

-- Let it be said of those who are gone: "Greater love hath no
man- than thls, that he gave his 1life for his friend." Truly, each of
these men died for us - trying.to save.our, beaut1ful Shoshone National
Forest, Iad we known the' Heril, vie wiould have. surcly said et it
burn." But now that it has hanpened, let me say for Cody and'community
that, though we solemnly regret that these lives have been given, wé
do appreciate more than tords can tell the fact that these men are he-~
roes of that war Wwhiéh must continue to be- fought amainst’ the ‘destruc-
tion of our forests by fire., These men died in the. serbice of their
,country, in the SerV1ce of their fellowmen. Msy each’ ‘of ugs ‘think with
them, ih closing, as is so well stated by Edgar A, Guest, in ‘his poem
~on 'Compensation®:’

'I'd like to think -shen life is8 done,
That I:had filled a nzeded post,
That here and-tuere. I'd paid my ‘fare

Liith more than idle talk and boast;’
Ihat I had teken-gifts divine,

- The: breath.of life, and mgnhood fine,
And tried to -use them now and then

In service for ny felloumen,".

-0=0=0~0=0=0=0=0=-0=0~0~

SCROLL PRASELTED TO TENSLEZP CAMP,

On September 20 a scroll expressing the abnreciation of the For.st
Serv1ce to Company 1811 of the Civilian Concervation Corps, otherwise
known as Tensleep Cgmp F-35-W, was presented to the Compamy by Regional
Forester Allen S. Peck, Copies of this scroll, wiiieh is rdproduced in
this humber of the Bulletin, were presented to all of the members of the
Company. Copies had previously been presented to the enrollees who were
at that time confined -in the army hospital at Fort Francis E. Warren.
Copies were also mailed to the families of the men who' lost their lives
in the fire,

' Supervisors Sieker and Conner also attended the presentation., It
was announced that although the Tensleep Camp was to be permanéhtly dis-
banded on October 1, the Coupany number will be retained by transferring
it to another camp,
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ALFRID G, CLAYTOI

Alfred G, Clayton was born in Brooklvn, New York, on November 11,
1892, the son of an accountant, the family of waich had resided for many
years in the heart of liew York City., At the age of sixteen, after graduatl
ing from high school, he felt the call of tiie west and a desire to break
away from the roar and grind of the city.

H e arrive&,ut'Speﬂrfish, Jouth Dakota, in the winter of 1908,
where lie worked. on a runch, From tliere, he drifted from ranch to ranch
through western Couth Dakota and northern Wyoming, punching cattle, herd-
ing sieep, and trying his hand at almost everything until he at last landed
in the Forest Service as a Forest Guard on the lashakie Netional Forest
in 1914,

In 1915 ne was appointed assistant Forest ranger on the Bighorn
National Forest und was stationed at iIyattville, where on Septewber 22,
1915, he married Mattie Lee Barnett. He recueined on the Bighorn until
1919, when he resigned to try his hard at stock raising,

Returning to the Service in 1924 as Assistant Ranger on the Ua-
shakie, he was stationed at the South Pass Ranger Station until 1925,
when he was transferred to the 3heridun Dirtrict where he renaired until
his transfer to the South Fork district on the Shoshone Forest in April,
1937,

Clayton was a renger of the "old School", lle loved the out-of-
doors and disliked the office, He was an artist and writer of ability,
and his sketches were used fredquently in "Anerican Forests"., He con--
tributed a,series of sketches for "Sapling Ssm's Scrapbook", a hurnorous
feature of American Forests, also illustrations for the "Death Defying
lloments" stories published in the same magezine., During his spare moments
prior to uis death, he was vorking on a series of sketches entitled
"Phil, the Forest Ranger", which he had 'in mind introducing into the R-2
Bulletin to regluce:tha nnge of skctches "Take It or Leave It, by Ranger
Zilch", which ended writh the death of its creator John C,Leadbeater of
the Pike on February 15, 1957, Clayton as guest artist prepared the Zilch
page for the February issue.of the Bulletin, also the cover for that issue
which was an excellent ink sketch of "Chief Washiakie of the Shoshones."

He enjoyed writing emd was a frequent contributor to the Rocky
Mountain Recion Bulletin, "The Chimes of Lost Valley" appeared in the Jan-
uary, 1935 isscue of American Forests.

He left a host of friends in the Dubois country and in Lander, where
Mrs, Clayton rosides with her son Jimmy, age fourteen,- the daughter
Jeanette, attending the University of iebraska.

Ranger Clayton was buried in Lander, services vere held at Fhe
Episcopal Church, with Masonic services at the grave., Representatives of
the Washington, Reglonal and Supervisor's offices acted at honorary pall-
bearers,

Clayton liad the ability to sees beauty in everything, fsoodness in
everyone; a man with a keen sense oI huuor, adrmired and respected bg all who
knew him; loyal to nis frisnds, he had many; tolerant with nis enemies, he
had few,
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ALFRED G. CLAYTON
(Requiescat in Pace)

ife know you have heard the storj,
Which was news a few weeks ago;

'hen fire in the State of hyomlng
Felled a ranger, with one fatal blow,
It was only news to the many
Who gave it but passing thought;

But to us who know fire-fighting
YTwas an act which God had wrought,

You know how the accident hanpened;.
How he came to relieve the distressed;
Took chorge of the job of suppression,
Vhile the others sousht food and. rest.
With no. intimation of danger
He besan his attack on the fire,

And with not a thought that his forest
Would soon be his funeral nyre.

But fate and fiendish fire-forces
Joined hands to defent the new foe;
And lie and his youtuful companions,
Were tranmed - and their bodies laid low.
But their suivrits soared on to zlory,
To renort to The Chiaf, up on digh, . .
Who, we know, gives to all a welcome,
Who so galluntly, fearlessly die.

When a soldier goes forth to batile,:
There are orders wiich he must. obey;.
But. no high cownands or bugle—call

Were urging him on tﬁat_day.

He saw nis duty and did it,

And naid the full price it demqnds,
But nis name will live, as a. symbol
Of -duty that needs no conmands.

To us he was truly heroic
For = "He died our forests to suve";j

And that epitaph, carved on a tombstone
Would approvriately mark his grave.

Anc whene'er we sit 'round our carp-fires,
le'll recall his unselfish deed;

And with sorrowful hearts remember

That he, a'% the last, vroved our creed,

A hero? oh, no! just a ranger
VWho answered unguestioned the callj

Vhose motto -. like ours - was. service;
tho gave to "The Service" his all. '

And a proriise e give to nis loved oues,
That.as long as rangers shall ride-

The name of Alfred G, Clayton
1ill still be remembered with pride.

" ~L.C,SHOEMAKER - ROOSEVELT =
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CLAYTON

Somewhere where colors of the hills

Spoke to this forth-right hearty joyous man,
Unloosened elements of this green earth he loved
Suddenly in bursts of fury ran.

Somewhere where shadows, nests, and birds,
ade music and a dream-house of a Tree,

He gave his life for love of life as did

The ones who entered Heaven from Calvary.

Quiet will lie with flowers in the glades,
Softly on earth deep summer’s peace will fall.
Where stronger than the mountain lives his love
Transcending life and hills terrestrial.
—-By Frederick W. Arnold, Providence. Rhode lsland.

bu.cﬁws Fronter”



REX A, HALR

Rex 4. Iciley was born May 3, 1916, at Afton, Wyoming, son- of Mr,
and Mrs, Louis Hale,

Yhen lLie was eléven years old ile 11et viith & serious accident.
Vihile wttendins to his traps, a 410 shotgun, shich he was using, dis-
charged, striking him in the right knee, almost demolishing it. It
was thought thut .is 1eg'would have to be amputated but an operation
by a skilled niiysiciah proved to be successful, ‘After wearing a cast
for several months he was able to use it almost perfectly.

‘He entered thé Star Valley High School in 1950, In snite of
his physical handicap he proved ‘to be a star athlete in his high
school career,

He graduated in 1934 and then enrolled in thes Civilian Conser-
vation Corps, with the 00mnuny located at Jackson, lyoming., He ncted
as Company clerk for about one yﬂur. ‘He was then transferred to the
Alpine camp, where he uas forestry clerk,

In June 1976, he narried Reberta E, Miller of Afton, Uyoming,
They made their home at Afton, until his abpointment in April 1957,
(uhen only tuwenty years of aga) as Junior fissistant to Technician,
at the Yapiti Cumm, F-24i/ located in the Shognone National Forest,
Therepon Hale moved is faaily to cody,

Besides his wife and infant daughter, he is survived by his
parents, one sister and six brothers,

Hale was bright, Had a pleusing personality ‘and ‘was well liked
by his associates., The energy, enthusiasn, - 1nterest -leadership and
ambition displuayed by Him during his period-of service at the Wapiti
Camp gave nromise of a ‘creditable cdreer = when his life was so ruthlessly
cut off by the fire demon,

Editor's Note: Biography nrepared from:information
furnished by MMrs. Hale and forest officers,

THE CLOCK OF LIFE

The clock of life is wound but once,
‘And no rwun has the pouer
To tell just when the hands will stop,
At late or early hour,
Now is the only time you ovm
Live, love, toil with a will;
Place no faith in to-morrow, for
The clock may then be still,
) ~Annoyrous -
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THE FIRE FIGHTIRS,

Sullen, black and heavy rainclouds,

In a promise of their bounty,

Ringed the ridges round witih lightning.
Flashing swords of frighilrul beauty
Played a thundering, rumbling merchtime,
Throuzh the fury of their. threatening
Shovled the -promise of the rain drops,
Thus giving hope to drouthy forests,

Of & hHope almost despaired.

On a ridee, with stretching brtanches,
Reaching:for the welcome moisture
Stood an old and thirsty fir tree,

For his folly and his braveness,

Paid the retributicn

For the.brave and pioneering.

All his upward reaching branches

Made a perfect shining target

For the uar god of tiae surmer,
Lightning licked with sharpened fury,,
Tore the arms and split the heart wood,
"Sent hot sparks decply coursing

"Down the trunk and to-the ground duff.

Then the wind from out the storm-clouds
TMhinped the tiny burning spot fire

To a raging hungry demon,

Red and yellow leaped the blazes,
‘Seared the beauty of ‘the forest,
Laughied and roared its great-displeasure
At man's futile, curbing meagures.
Swift and sure the flaming torrent
Ripped the cover from the rorest;.
Stripped the leaves from pallid aspen,
Left .them naked, gasping, dying;

Paused to sear each tiny seedling,
Children of the despoiled "Quakles";
Leaped to pine and spruce and fir tree;
Ran exaultant through their cordons;
Swept scorching o'er their branches,
Burning, tearing at their anguish,
Lapped dry, cooling-saving stream beds,
Stripping naked all the bank sides;
Burned the panic .stricken rabbits
Fleeing headlong through.the. grasses,
Caught the mule deer and the white tail,
Loping bear cubs; lumbering mothers,
Killing, maiming and destroying

All the =ild things in its pathway,



Turned the peaceful scene to horror,
Left it smoking, dead and dying,

Then the murderous, flaminz pogeant,:
Turning quickly on the air stream,
Caught a desperate band of fighters,
Fighting for their very lives' sake,
Choked them to complete submission,
Left their seared and black scarred bodies’
Broken, smoking on a ridge top.

From the man-things turned its fury,
Burned a hillside and a valley,
Found itself confronted hecad-on-

By an army of fire fighters,

Then it met an answering war cry-
From a line of blazing fire wall,
Found a flanking fire line steadied
By fire tools, men and water,

Found the struggle too much for it,
Found itself now overpowered,
Desperately burned a moment brighter,
Died to smoking stumps and ashes,
Chuckled as it lay there fettered,
Counted acres burned and.ravished,
Tallied lives and beauty taken,

Then the conquered fire submitted

To its tired and hard pressed victors,
Submitted,then guiescent

'Tiil another shaft of lightning,

Or a camper's csreless camp fire,

Or a smoking cigaratte stub,

Turns loose, the demon lurking

To wreck fresh vengeance on the helpless.

Editor's Note: The foregoing poem, written by a Junior
Assistant Technician, in one of the Colorado
Camps, who prefers to remain annoymous, is
dedicated to Ir, Hale and his comrades.

PAUL E,  TYRRELL.

Paul E. Tyrrell was born August 11, 1913, the son of Mr, & Mrs,

George E. Tyrrell, of 2057- Harrington Avenue, Oakland, California. He
graduated from Roosevelt High School, Oakland and thereupon ‘entered the
University of California majoring in forestry. He graduated in 1936 with
the degree of Bachelor of Science in Forestry. Tyrrell was engaged in ex-
perimental work in the University of California forest during the summer
of 1935, From June 1 to October 15, 19%6 he was employed by the Bureau

of Entomology and Plant Quarantine on blister rust control.

He was appointed Junior Forester, effective February 25 1937,
and was assigned to the Harney National Forest as Technical Fdreman at
Chster Camp F-12, On March 15 he was transferred to the Bighorn Forest
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as foreman at Capp F-34, :0n lMay 16, Tyrrell brought a detaciment of
enrollees to Tensleep to prepare. the camp- for. occupancy, Corpany 1811
moved in from Bastrop, Texas on llay 25 and Tyrrell was assigned to
this camp (F-35), .

He came with enrollees of.Company 1811 to Tight the Blackwater
fire and the happenings of that fateful day of August 21, 1937 are
given in detall elseuwhere in this Bulletin,

Tyrrell vias severely burned with other members of his crew
marooned on a rocky noint,.- The long trlp to the first aid station,
thence down the trail to the road where an ambulence avwaited for an-
other trip of thirty miles.to Cody resulted.in so.much exposure that
double mreumonia set 'ins - Paul was unable. to rall; from this and
passed on at 1:00 p.m,: Auguat 26, His fgther and.his flance were at
his bedside at his death,

Tyrrell's sense of resnonsibility for the nen in his charge is
shown in the 51gn9d statembnt of .enrollee Alcarlo Serros as follows:

"Then e saw that syie didn't, havo no chance.to 7o back, so
Ranger Post.told_hr. rr‘:er:'zalllto take care of -us, and he
took us up to the rim rock., The fire started from the east,
and then south, and theon-the west, . It was the west fire
that burned us. As the fire came .closer to.us we layed
down on:the rock ridge. Mr, Tyrrell layed on top of me.
lihen the fire burned Mr. Tyrrell he ran-and I ran, too,
about 10 feet,":

As he was the cape.age as many of .the enrollees in his care,
it was necessary for him %o :have definite leadership qualities, and
this was very evident 'in -the fine spirit between Paul and his crew,
He had a pleasing personality and took a kecn interest in the snorts
in the camp and the camp -life as a wlole,

In . a.letter to Paul's father, Regional Forester Allen S. Peck
said:

"

"We Forest Service rien of the Rocky lountain Region feel a
very special sense of loss in the case of your son, because
we felt confident that he fdaced a very »romising future in

. the Forest Service. I personally had the pleasure of making
his acquaintance ratier intimately just a few weeks before
his death, and had looked forirard to having him with us as
a member of our permanent force. Iile impressed me as being
an unusually well .educated and able young forester."

The pieture of tie Blackwater fire on the cover of the Bulletin
was tuken by A. L. Gibson of the 3ursau of sntomology, who is:stationed
at the Wapiti CCC Camp.

The aerial nicture was talen by Norman 1/, Schmid, aerial vhoto-
grapher,
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THREE HERGOES
OF THE BLACKWATER FIRE
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Rex A.Hale

Junwor Assistant to Jechnician
Stostone Aational Forest

Paul E.Tyrrell ‘ JamesyeT. Sa.ban? L
Jewnre CcCC Doreman -ensleep Camp -3+
5?,50%/%/;522235%;355 ( Jormerly Jorest Langer on Meascme Low

and hippewa Aational Forests.)



JAES T, SABAN,

- James T, Saban .uas born April 22, 1901, at Hyattsville, tiyoming,
He attended the Palytechric Institute-at Bitlings, lMoutana.for taree
years and later took the 90-day short ‘course in the ‘Sclicol of Forestry,
University of iiontana,

Saban worked on trail construction on the Bighorn Forest in 1922
end-later served as a foreman on this activity-on-‘the Chuzach Forest in
Alaska., Before passing the Forest Runger's examination in October 1923,
he algo had some experience in fire suppression and insect control work
on the Selway, Lolo; Flathead -and-Coeur 4%.Aléne Forestd in Region 1,
and the Wyouing Forest in Région 2,

~ He was appointed as Assistunt Forest Rangor May'l, 1924, and vas
in charge of the Keystone and Snake River districts, and also on timber
sale supcrvision on the Medicine Bow Forest for approximately five
years. He resigned on account of ill health, and on July 1, 1931, he
was.reinstated as Senior Forest Ranger on the Bena District, Chippewa
National Forest, Minnesota, A strenuous fire season on the Chippewa in
1933 resulted in a nervous breskdown, and, at his request, Saban was re-
lieved from the responsibilities -ef -a district ranger.and asgigned to
CCC work as a technical foreman,

Saban luter resigned on account of his health and returned to
Wyoming, During 1937 he was ernloyed by the Taggart Construction Com-
pany and his health'htd*impréved~%ersudh,au\eﬁteht,tﬁat;hb;applied for
reinstatement to a foremanship in the CCC, “He wus assigned to Tensleep
Camp F-35 on August 2, and had been on duty only three weeks vhen he met
his death with Clayton, .Hale and enrollees Gerdes. Griffith, Mayabb
and Rodgers in the inferno in Clayton Gulch. :

- Saban was. a man of pleasing personality, a Hard worker with lots
of experience in practical forestry and fire Tighting. He was aware of
the constant danger in connection with forest Pires ‘and attdcked : them.
with bravery and judgment., It is the irony of fate that forest fires,
which wére, in part, responsible .for Saban giving up a promising forest-
ry career in Region 9, were-responsible. for ‘his death near his old home
in the Bighorn basin,

Saban is survived by his wife, Mrs, Ione Georgia Saban, who
has yeturned to her foraer home in Ashland, Wisconsin, alse by two
children, Jack, 7 - and Louise, 5°- and his mother, krs. Bertha Saban
of Hyattsville, Wyoming. "He was buried at Hyattsville', ‘near the
mountains he loved so well,

A candle is not lighted for itself;

neither is a man, The light that

serves self only is no true lignt,

its one virtue is that it will soon

0 out, ‘Light unshared is darkness,
- George MacDonald -
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