east, and then south,
and then the west. It
was the west fire that
burned us. As the fire
came closer to us we
layed down on the rock
ridge. Mr. Tyrrell layed
on top of me. When the
tire burned Mr. Tyrrell
he ran and I ran, too,
about 10 feet.

District Ranger
Clayton, whose mes-
sage Ranger Post
received, died with six
of his men. A seventh
got out, but died from
his burns.

When cut off from the safety sought above limber line (center background), Ranger Post and 40 men
who followed his instructions survived by taking what shelter they could, first on the left (north) side,
then the right side of the bare spot on the ridge (center foreground). Junior Forester Tyrrell died later
from burns inflicted by the flames and heat that swept over them.

evidence. Almost like a shot out
of a gun, there was a heavy wind.
It swept through the area in as
near as I can determine in a
northeasterly direction, this car-
ried sparks over the constructed
line and below us. I heard a fire
roar to the northwest and it

Up until this time no wind was in

appeared to be a considerable dis-
tance away. I called to Tyrrell and
told him that something was
going wrong and that I was going
to investigate.

* Excerpt from “Statement by Ranger Urban J.
Post,” Fire Control Notes 1(5) [20 September 1937]:
208-315. Photos taken of the blowup can be found
in E. Kauffman, “Death in Blackwater Canyon,”
American Forests 43(11) [November 1937]:
534-540,

The Blowup Begins

I ran for some distance to the
northwest and climbed a rocky
point and saw below me a spot fire
of considerable size burning to the
northeast and around a ridge to
the north of us. My impression was
that this fire should be immediate-
ly taken care of and possibly aban-
don work on our line in order to
do it.

I turned to summon help for this
job when there was decided change
in the wind again and the spot fire
was swept into the southwest

The following eyewitness account* describes the onset of the blowup on the Blackwater Fire on the after-
noon of August 21, 1937. The blowup resulted from the passage of a dry cold front.

directly into the line of men on
line construction. In a few sec-
onds numerous fires appeared
below the line.... Almost at once
it was clearly evident that further
attempts at line construction in
that area was out of the question.
I sent out a call for all men to
abandon their work and proceed
to the ridge to the northeast.
This was approximately three
o'clock, P.M.

U.J. Post, District Forest Ranger
August 27, 1937
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