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. Spm jenms wiieeue THTALD FINE OF OCTORER 17 = HOUDuRES 14,1847
Wit E’i.s,?f';&é..; BEFIHEHDR IO ALADIA mm PARY, HAD

*

mﬁm iarssfwsd%sagm Wuﬁm_ﬁlm& Fire besmuse
wetmnwww&amlam af that ﬁh@ﬁwhm&;m
ﬁm ot Bl mm@ ia,azzx was lmsinently Leveriled by 1%. Ths ﬁ;mmi
gaszbm spaaks of ad ﬁrﬂa 85 the ﬁiﬁr w #re,” end sndoubtedly i‘h
will go dowm in alstory by t“fm EI%e Smgm: mam? 1 bhe vholenb om~
slmﬁ;m of tha @EMﬁm solooaust w,hzg Ehroush s z the elosely
aziéawzt tadordry aoalloross Paresd, the teww of Dar Zarbor hesww 8
mwwgmz iaferns oo the m,,m; of Databey 23. it marrowiy wlemed
‘.am W&ﬁ%ﬁ@h satd srelde aadiines ﬁ&&.mﬂ the frigeblul ;};&gﬁ%

m mrsama w S Pwing m@a’@m&a&f&mm «‘*mmmwmr
pags L She M§wy o wian Mre fﬁw‘ﬁ:ﬁm‘ .»mimi *‘3?’;32“' m&ﬂ o
w%wi& STAryws eras w ':f the mm_m@a&ﬁ&w ai‘ owm inmw, 3 By

land & mﬁar -y ”m& m&gw” they ealled 1%y of =aillions of
é@mﬁ‘m af %mﬁum #

ol t%}a and azhe They relaled sl how tws lives were lost aad how,

gité& wa ﬁﬁ@% el alzosk wsimm};mﬁ Rl wvond ‘, the oejor partion

of the Sown was aavm, imiaﬁmg %lm ‘mﬁmm waﬁw;

o
. ~_;\;* .

%ﬁ%ﬂﬁ ’&aegaafa@wt

\iumnt sspvoss of tie fire. I8
deals wiih the 17,187 scrs fovast fire, and sore pariisularly with the
5,750 sore partion of 1t withln soadis YaSlosel Park, reoreswuting mmerly

or Baes pazed Lo unbelisvably soall masuos



T arenthARd O the Fits Sotal areas Tale 1 te sty af the arigls, sprad,

Lwouzh forest snd m fron the roek

flat marshes sad mendows, beside lay shores, sl aeross or elong ronds,
trails, rocty stwsms, rosrsd s1aped and ridse tops o grese the swndls

sf tha oo bighest zomtaing @ the island.

The suppression avtion described 13 mainly the dirooted to seve as
zugh 88 ﬁé#&iﬁlﬂ of the Torovs

peats mﬂ asstaml fsetores in the porl,
w‘aiah. nee fnportant o i85 use and sttractivensss I rmﬁm, while
e& the sens ting serving 5o prevent fﬁtﬁhﬁ;‘ sprosd of the fire %W 'ﬁiilsw
e yzﬁsg ;a:wﬂy on the islsnd. Dmoace, osetc emd odher atfacts of
the fire are siailerly considered. yﬁwﬁ’v i3 rolation to the pary angd
the Fervdons

o Tha ragart iz prepared in respomse Lo & roquest fron $hw Uirscior's
attza f%zr & #:m}% ehousive officisd recard of e st s‘fxm« o the
tasls of U

s requect the inbant bas beem to wibody in the report a resumd

Caf {1) m&.a g m;&rm mé'mm ;-ng e lm, o park, sod

fire sommiraly {2) méitim vader wich the ﬁm starésd, spresd and wns

smporesssdy (8) &mwa&ﬁi@a sation &3 drectad Yy the Service in mjw

$lom with othar aum; {4} direct, Iwiireet sl combrilnrtied suets

%#
tim Service for aﬁ;sg;ﬁszsiaa; {5} eutens of Pire dsaage o the ,@W; {8}
ﬁﬁm‘;@é ot of mui-ﬁaag elanxz-ﬁymﬁ mwﬁi’&t&ﬁm work within the

| parks sod {7) tracsorists of firs logs, prolisismgy mr&sm& aisoale

: dabn pertine® o Lis fire or $o fire sontrol 1o the perk. The
report wonld bo lucoplets witheut seiting forth soos consimaive lossons
o bo derived fros $als fire = the largsst in Acedis Tidonal Serk and

vyl GQoson m oy gontle Ioievis,
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e %he Ielaad end the Terk

m m “ﬁiﬁiﬁ ig

& fm ﬁn sonst of Yalne asot 1%3
Mﬁsw&m‘aﬁ’ Wﬁa Ja Se %&;&miw ”i:ats;:&giw
mw 130 W wiles in ares, the W iﬁmﬁ iz ﬁawm

- }.amig %o rmﬁ% B8 ‘fiw sre looabed pricedipelly slong !:Iw
soust, oo the aovas, harbore and Same Sound shich indet tho resky shores
Bar Sarbor, mwuawmwmm, 13 the Jargest urien plase @ the
foland, ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁg 2 ysor-round populetion of abaut 4,600 It 1s located

C osfduwey alons the cm’k of the island's agab am 1558, aw s;:gwﬁéa&
| Wa.&x.u«. N | | o
. ‘.??w :::r;iz':\: vomyinl nerineher &: 'Ei%a_ 18 2l is resdily oosossibls
- W@& eondse Fop 8 mowstalnous ares bhw interlor is Wmily well
‘ ﬁmw&m&ﬂ %zg ol gnd sn #aL cm:ﬁi%a system of foob tyails. This fastor
;}..ﬁ;g'az‘h #t Loporioat peed iz the supression sotion on ggm e,

The hesdqusrbors of fesdia Makdorsl Frek 38 aituaind en ﬁim southan
wigs of Her s;;mar, m the mp i&-’*" lmi::{,m son bs spotied .ﬁS within Lhe
zmm arse cross-bstched v rod Jast gbove the sbbreviation “es® The
zé%z& arsm,,'::i%,éti" soras in sz rszais, is a@;:mssé& a'f may:ci*sgmm&
mu u:!@ei;r separaied areas, lon %ﬂ?i:%‘, *x:sx-*im l@e&teﬁ salelly on
whwiiﬁ "-‘mﬁ uls nd i.slé E S 45.’-1“’, ﬁm a;}@r ywﬁwn oﬁ‘ hg w& iz an
Sount Ussert Islmad. Thers it gooupias mafnsly tho mere ragred interier
mﬂ’ﬁm, in mjaizm tranks of iz»wg,mw size mnd outline.

Forest and Soll Camiltiong

Ahout 50T of the islend, end an even lmrger portlon of she sawd da

\ Paronted; as w31l b noted 0n %05 UadSededs mbe Jorosd sover sonsigts
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ﬁmgm@,ﬁmmwm émémwmmg

fron sos level 3 ﬁﬁaraﬁq subalpine o barren erests of the Mahey
somrtalng e Cedilles, Sargent, Serr (Tlylsg ammmmnagit
othorse (Cadillac Ytn., slsvesion 1,530 feet, s the hishas
spracs, belams {ir snd fsctors white pine as sador spooless The noptheen
ods {fmeriesm dooth, yellos birch and supsw xople) with way bireh,
the tmo pative espens end Dorthern red ook are the predociment spesies
in the terdeood fypess Botk Yype srowps Inve mumeowm seomxry ires sud
' iiom 18 wsually plostifule
Subaropping prenite rod: and sxposed or cuncesled talus balders
Wﬁwww eovers the forest ﬁmmm

. sosifevous types, perSiculsrly fs the spruge ~ 24r stonds. Thls ia

s M%i&ﬁm@&% digﬁwumw@wﬁ
& fow inghes of loel lister snd dufl '

Ssfare the flre, sccasdatians of the heavier fuels wrs essustially

WmﬁifmmﬁmmWﬁwﬁ%mmm,m
4o the extensive Pire hpasrd roduction sccomplishwments




8
Frovisions for Fire fantrel Ix the Pmrt
5 e w14 fire esperience of the park during the deceds

" Ceriaidin

‘,g@m m&? éﬁmg&ﬁ ;imrmm%%}; ;ﬁyﬁi@i mmm

gad egdonent svailabls for fire m‘sﬁl s 8b0ve novmsl r@%@wﬁ%&
m‘wmmm@«e&mﬁwmf ﬁm@@m gmga, hose
s hand $oolz, 4o sll sufficiant i&: equip more tham 200 fire zigktm-a.

et bowm provided by telephone bot sepvice to dargont M. wae insperetive
&t the tine ol the fire. Totection during fire ssasons hes bews provided

by wauning ane or both of the estsblished Jookout statians o e ar mare

ry points, depending wpum degres of danger snd viaibilily conditions.
A5 previcesly nentisned, secessibdlity for Sire 1 1s o

carriszn roads, dowck Srails, o} wosds poeds ans oot m§ﬁ4 Park

Srucks, plolews mod mmﬁgwmiag weidales ware aople iz mador for
srdingyy fire soiesl transnoardanion nood

In addition t0 the sabenslve CUU fire busard roduction seomaplistments
iﬁz m M - Tee ik

giatlons of lopsing alash mad windfallen tress hmd bedn

© reducod 88 & furthar sefogunrd over & considersble mureeze of privete Teads

sdjoining perk bowmdariss. (0T forees alse construsded many miles of fire-
trsaie alang park bownderdes. This work wes domw with vespeot to park
trecis loostad mainly in the western pert of the ialand, on Schaodd

| Paninszls, end slong boundmries north aud west of ok Petly ond.
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m w‘ k m, : -g’lﬁgﬁ ﬁ m & m ‘a_‘*;qw;”‘_ 3 3’.?‘&35. ? ‘ ;S . -V .L .

f{ﬁaﬁ;@.{gﬁmu (i"}%ﬁ wen dugtraysd by the firs, excegt o

Those positions are listed below by muber and tisles

1 “””

1 BB d o i e

1 2ac Mﬂ

2 ms:mw im ﬁwmmﬁwkmM}

mmymmammmmzmmmzﬁm %Wﬂw
reeeived such raining in the yoars theowh | ’“‘-ﬂ % prozrEn %ﬁg baan
discoctimusd mﬁmm the folluizy years Thess traiod e sepsions wore
fren one to thwes doys' dwstios snd the major sdbjosts Lncluded fire
techpiques, wee of ad tools, pover
pps, hods snd wmters O o sors Seadls supe

oweation, suppression methols
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“srens during the yesrs 1853, 1960 and 1042. Thove wes no fire eontrel

mhmm&wimmwm,zwwim. In Sy 1047
a threo~day {ire school was condnobed mmﬁﬁam artieisatis
of the Chiel Forssbor end & mouber of £ the roglonal Porsatry

wogren was devobed alnowt mﬁw}? o Immtraction sud prucilow In the

s of sowwr pmxst, hose end weter In farest fire sumpressions

soudle 2iseal year nllotuents 1539 $o 1945 for farest fire conteol
This sernyy shows that the
4837,  Adehoush sinw figoal year 1342 only 143 lweore beon allotted 4o the
pazis mmmmm,mmmwmmmww
surpine sgipcest daring the past two wears mxiee the Servies's antiopis
saiion 50 proawre such equipsent by tramsfer without exshenges of fumds.
Toams obtatned in this meaner include 8 five track, trwiler-moubod |
gl hoses |

During the years afammﬂwmwmsmmmw&m
garrd servicss wors provided froo theb sourss. From 1388, when the pard
lost Stz last COC emp, wtil fisca) year 1947 the sllotoents provided for
o flre geard o fire coxtrol ald positlans guch yoeure ﬁmmmm
Mtﬁ@WWME%MM&mWMWMw

st agoroved Cur personsl asrviess in tho 1568 sllotment

wmaar Perost Profsciion sad fiw?ﬁﬂmmm%gmm
sse £3re cantrol ald for 4.5 montha.

The park has & writtes fovest firs eontrol plen b 1% wes ok of
dute oand iu nsed of rovision befwre the Noumt Desert Island Fire ocomrred.




il e

et Dy the Anting mmmﬁ, 3.% i@!ﬁﬁ&?’ﬁﬁm
firs atlas are meixtelned in the park, #*%1%1 i Breotarts of)

; mmmwt&w orgendized
tovms on the lslssd Mﬁe for soopeention txn & mituml assiztence |
The Towss of Zar inrbor, Newd Desert, Soutimest Harber end Troooat
(206 TeSuleSe mup far lecatlon sad bouwsdsries of sash) ars, collsotively,
mmwﬁmmazmmmwa;mm&m Praciics

- all %M willazes heve fires devaritnante ubich

arion. % dafive tw sne wiihin viloh the nurk
wmmmmmmwm@wnmmmm
rougily parelleling the park line st distarees wrying fron s for fest to
e mile mfmda the pari, follows roads, tesdls, PV wady in w0 far

‘ﬂwﬁﬁﬂ,mmmwz o fire. Imitisl swprossian setion

iz taken iade -ns o mm?ﬁy hy park furcss an Pires socurring
within this gons, since such firse mro cxsidarad as dirsoily thweskening
park londi. The Smamd Desert Island Fire srizinated mors mma&ﬁﬁ
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m the 13-3«: periad 1923 - 15348 m mﬁm 83 pervest,

'imwxsm dobris Yurning T persaut, and othar hamn ceuses
.&memﬁmwmvmﬁmwmm
the perk. Xo Ugitning fires are reesrded in thet serfod. The park fire
grmm;rmmaaﬁmmwmmm@mmﬁﬁg.

. Porest Tive
_ The perfod of M@mz@mmm:%imumw
"z narsally frem AprQd 15 4o September 1, With a tendensy to extend to
f o ar 15 Samymaa I’s iz, therefors, kaawm
ad summer fire sasson. mwmm&mwwm
MWM b thd ﬁiﬁ?mﬁgM@WMm&gﬁw
ﬁremmgw%amﬁ%mﬂ;iﬁamm&hﬁzmmﬂw
The Hownt Passrt Island elimate iz charucboris biaally - #ool iam,
witn Lo periads of high hmidity, During the spring and mx
mm 15 fmwammm:agﬁ myagm and
wh&uwﬂem fwmmtﬂwﬁnmag 1mmaxm1mﬁm
af ma notes 1n mzusty $+30 Laohes in Saptasber, snd 643 inches  du Colow
‘w. %ﬂﬂswwmmw&%&w, 2.38, mwm.
respoctively, for $he mmhmxmmmxw* mmm
VM M the 1%*" 1946 devads pe tim aildwes of the five omdte
‘ﬁwmmmmmn zs&!n%m;wlyw |
""’wxmmsmam@ mmm‘aw wwﬁmmm

BN
g
g3

%mwmvmmzmmm%mrﬁmmﬁm
memnmﬁammmmwmmammf.
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*sgtabay, 1947, was a disazbrons month for Few Inglands I3 the =ide

" fle of the nonth theve was an usbresk of small urush and forest Pires,

nany oF uhich spread rapldly ia the éry loazes snd woodm. On the 2isk,
sarieus fires developed, acoravaSed by strong serthweal winds which were
sver Lthirty niles an hour in aime. Thousands af seres of timberlanmd

ware destroyed, af well us Sarms, houes, ond swmer ualtages. Joorss of

gesple wers made homsless, and powsy and light sarvics wes dlerupbed in
say plases. | |

Pl wers the otusss of zush tragle fires Shroughant Hew Englasd?
Yhet influease, dract or indirest, 4id e w:m*m Bave on the situshbion?
Cersaialy the westher e the time helped te spread the fires Had nd stare
Sod, aud sade the bask of sontrolling them meve diffioult. Periaps i bad
sors B9 o wiih the entiro firs situstlios than is spperent st firat.
samsmouth paried from fazast o Jobaber, 1947, Few

toglond vessived only 565 of its nomml witunt of prosipitetion. Tusk
segmt that evoryihlng wus amw&lngly dxy, incluling the vegstetiom sud

- grousd quvers AS the mozth of Jctober progressed, the conditien bostow |

isereasingly worse. This wes Just the season whon lesves wore falllmg

from the trsss, zo thet bafore the end of the mouth the ground was wall

sorered with tinder-dry lssves. Jlnse everything was so dry, the siight=
ss% sarelessnces with mmiches, oizaretbe buths, or suy kind ol fire sculd
sasily igaiie whalever zms ab im;si; sad pry Sivs e started wald spread
repidiys 3n addfsion, the long dry spell redused tho seter sunly %o &
gerlomly low level In many glw; iz soos sezvaitles water bad 49 ba
heuled £y & sonsiderabl

- ger sore sritdes) I auy muall Iired bvoks dute
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% PO &ﬂ’} ama: “obaler m,‘mfﬁirgs af the fire hassed wore

. dsmued datly throwsh praes and redis, togethor mith sopeals for everyons

30 emorvize exirens cure in e use aof firge The firs situation Lecsna

more serious ench day, snd an oubh

ok of sewll bewsh and forest fires oo
sared o the 10th, oo e ATE, s—m%é :swﬁ»é&aé naxionel forests wara
cioged badmmma of the fire hazerds , _

“:.%zs f;:zn 1355, the Soston ‘eathwr Pureeu (f0les werwed thet the foprast
fire dangar was very oaridlesl, and Shad the aituasisn would %sam oSS
befors 1% gob sy betbar. On fhe 21sS of Cotober a “dry” eold front omept

aeross Hew Sagland, bringing re presiplietiss, and usherlzg iz en alr sase

. wiose relative hunidity wes abeut 205 The siready existing Povest Sirse

- were pgzvaveted by thy stronmy northwest winds behind he Tront. This eomw

Hnatim of wind, low Wemldliy, st drought resulied in “blrwwmp® eonditions,
axd Plres roged oub of contrel.”

A Fesbher Zuresu telerrephic swuwry for the woek ending Csteber 21

reporied for Hew ‘nglands "Forset flre denger bigh; woods elosad; mmny
Fires reging. ¥aber shoviars bogorduy eritlesl; strean flow, wells, mad

reservsirs ot lowest lavel in yeers.”

Induoed by tusse mrolanged lsbensely dry wesiiaer espdiiioms fire dane
ger porsisted Im Class 3, 4 or § duricg the period fwue addsSeptesbsr to

Sovanber Be  Zhore wes 5o wporseiable rainfall ou 9w Llsland over s seriod

. of 88 daya, from Ueptanber 4 Lo Dovenber 8. The Dire started (Uukobsr 17)

amd wad brought wnder combrsi (Outobar 27) during t328 sericde & lighs
7 : &

trace of reda foll on Uotober 28. Halnfall on Howmiber S snd § ancumting
%9 Qufil inchas reduged firs danswr considersdly e sechbributed Yo som~

plete blagkout of the firs on Yovember lde



iz

___Baklonal Eugw

Tz reusgition of this crikiscal sitw%im thrangasut the Sarthesst
the Coverncrs of Hew inpland's siz stabtes and the Governar of lew Tark
had, by Outolor 22, @iﬁﬂl@ﬁﬁ & stute of emerzonsy, closing woods to the
a%s of firs aw‘.% sennrel trawvsle Om Dotober 24 the President ol e Unlted
States proclatsed the sxistange of a ratiosal emergeney in the fire~
dinsrsuged aren. Gush W the situatian under ubdch Lhe Hount Deserd
f3lemd Firo occurred, was fousht eud supprosseds

Srigin of the #ire

A5 peerly sz ean bo determinmed, the somal wm Island 7ire origi-
zia*mi m@:za Pelie 20 Jobober 17, 1347 in or sdjesent 32 & trask disposal
dwsp kacen locslly ss *Dolliverts Husp,” which is locabed un “illisa Dsl~
Iiver*a ;a:tam nasr ﬁ#a edge of Frosh Yesdows This loeaiion 1s mi& af

sosdis Fetlomsl Park, 1 53 niles west of the lake %sed seeblon of the
| park, axd 2 &fs‘s =8%es sorth of the perk boundery mser the Zezle Lals Zoad,
as shous on the fire sup in the appendix.
| Local residemtz pey ihe temer of the duwm Jor the privilege of dig-
poning of thelr rubhish theres. The osmbustible sabarial deposifed in the

demp it vustomrily destrayed Ly waralag. », Gven before the Stoke
mam*s dselarntion concerning the swrgenay, Fire Chlel Slesper of

Sar Jarbar Fire Separtvest hed prohibited cuwbside hurning paratimus withe
in the tomship. ‘

| ipoalfienlly how the fire started bas mot beon sunelusively established,
but gxoept for the possibility of incsndiariss the sost plsuzsivie explanati

1z that there was sam cbsouwre fire or hot ebera guietly smolderimg Sn
the dump whieh everhuslly kindled e astive fire, or that perbeps buening




s

1z
/“MW@?@&W@S@@*M Before the fire broke suts The omor
of the duxp hes acewred Chief Slesper thet thers had besn 5o burning in

the Gy whish would mccount for this firse Cilef Jleeper has staded tmi
ke had patrolled the vielsity by antaouchile ome hour prior o the stert

af the fire and that he s no evidense of fire In the ducp then.

In & latter & the iiterney General doted Jsesmbar 29, 1947 the Seare-
tary of e Interior direoted mﬂaﬁa& to the great oseds ux? dmmeges to
ths Federal Joverment resulting frem the fire snd the sanifsst imborvest
of the United States in recovering danepes &f pursseal respousibility fer |

First Stase of ho Fire = Sotober 17 bo 20
Tae first sepurt of the fire was reepived hy Chief Teaper in B
Harbor by selcphone &t 4105 peme on Pridey, votober 17. A second report
Iollosed at 4008 pene The T ' :
zent & fire trusk, portable pumper snd four Dens Thet farco roachud the
fire at 4518 peme aué sterted direct abtack with wabee egiipmente shartly
afterward they ware reinforsed by he arrival af 16 additionn) men. The
3 Fresh deadow sl into woods on the bordering alopes.
Chlaf Sdoeer ealled wpon jondla Hetional Park for assistenco &b &i&s

Bems the sans dey, requesting o partabls pumper, hoss, sud sene. The perk
- fire trusk, lomded with 2 enad 11" hose snd tw porteble pugers, & dung




aldersd taeraughly wider Fentrels 2y ®ooa un Jotober 1% houss hed been
extanded and weter epplisd wmiirely ayount tha firs area, then sppraxinately
130 mores. AL shout thad flwe Chisf Slesper relemsed all park persounel
exmegt two pmp aporatorse The obhers reburned £o park hesdquartern sube
Sect %o resnll. The park puy cporabors, with relief, axd the twe pupwrs
sorTRd on the flre uwetll the worning of Jatobar 20 when they wers relessad

vy Chie? Slesper. The fire uma wnder mep=up snd patrsl sstion from sarly

sorsiug ox Jetabar 18 3 Yaraugh Sotober 20 under Sha dirsstion of Chiel
b3 ¢ e mmmma@l@ma@mmmaurmamm‘

easplebely boan lasuel.

Sesand Staze uf the Fire - Dotsher 21 md 22

wmmaw&ym kmaf%@mrm&mgmrﬁmﬂﬁw,
it e belioved, fauned Lito flsms residusl smaldoring esbors mithin the
barn end Shrew firs across the satablished limes, esusias it to break cut
with resewed fares. The fire then advanced repldly o a geseral south-

sasterly direstlen, svsesing Crosked Rwed &b spprozinately 7:45 gens Chdef

Slesger souded & goneral slars ab 3100 Salte, roquesting assistunce free

travks, Epers sad tose. Thoy Joluod with Ber Zarder, other locel fire

mmamm residonis in protesting bulldings snd in sbiempis o
check ths adwnce of the fire along Sswy Distviet Zeede Jwpression - .



