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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Office of Fire and Aviation

3833 South Development Avenue

Boise, Idaho  83705

February 22, 2006
In Reply Refer To:

9215 (FA-331) I
EMS Transmission 02/22/06
Information Bulletin No. FA IB 2006-017
To:

State Directors

From:

Director, Office of Fire and Aviation

Subject:
Certification of Vendor for L-380, Fireline Leadership Training
Purpose:  The Leadership Committee of the National Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG) has established course criteria for the L-380 Fireline Leadership course.  These criteria enable agencies and private vendors to design and deliver their own L-380 courses as opposed to having to use an off-the-shelf training package.  A further NWCG guideline is that individual agencies are responsible for certifying which vendors meet the design and delivery criteria.  This Information Bulletin identifies a new vendor that is being certified to provide this training to Bureau of Land Management (BLM) employees.

As stated in Information Bulletin No. OF&A 2004-062, two vendors were previously certified for presentation of this course to BLM employees.  They are:

Mission Centered Solutions (MCS)  Franktown, Colorado.

International Charter Incorporated (ICI) Salem, Oregon.

The new vendor being certified to provide this training is:

National Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS) Lander, Wyoming.

In a cooperative effort between Wyoming BLM fire management personnel and the NWCG Leadership Development Committee, NOLS was evaluated on course design and delivery by interagency fire management personnel familiar with training and leadership concepts.  The NWCG course design and delivery criteria for L-380 were used in these evaluations.  These criteria can be found in their entirety at: http://www.fireleadership.gov/courses/L_380/criteria.html.  

Although some wildland fire agencies have taken the additional step of certifying individual instructors used by certified vendors, BLM does not plan to do so.  The vendors listed above may use any instructors they choose, however student and training center course evaluations will be closely monitored and vendors using sub-standard instructors or instructional methods may be de-certified at any time.

BLM personnel who attended one of the 2005 Fireline Leadership test courses delivered by NOLS should be granted credit for L-380 in the Incident Qualification and Certification System. The Fireline Leadership course is not currently required by NWCG for any Incident Command System (ICS) position.  It is appropriate training for personnel trying to reach the Strike Team Leader or Unit Leader level of ICS qualifications, or for others wishing to improve decision-making and communication skills in the emergency management environment.

Timeframe:  Effective immediately

Contact:  Questions on L-380 vendor certification or the wildland fire leadership development program can be directed to Larry Sutton, BLM Training Unit Leader, National Interagency Fire Center, at (208) 387-5374.
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