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Topic:

U.S. Forest Service evaluation of the National Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS) L-380 cadre and training package.

Background:  
In December 2003, the NWCG Training Working Team approved the course criteria for L-380 Fireline Leadership.  This training is identified in the 2005 version of FSM 5109.17 as a Level 3 recommendation for individuals desiring to be unit leaders or strike team leaders.  Under the current NWCG guidance, agencies are expected to use this course criteria to determine if a training program meets the requirements established for L-380, and if it does, the agency can issue credit to personnel attending such courses.  Refer to:  http://www.fireleadership.gov/courses/L_380/criteria.html
Key Points:

Recently, the U.S. Forest Service representative to the Leadership Committee of the NWCG Training Working team worked with an interagency evaluation team to review an L-380 course conducted by National Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS) Professional Training, sponsored by the Wyoming BLM and Rocky Mountain Training Center.  The course was conducted from November 12 – 19, 2005 and the NOLS cadre and their training materials were evaluated with regard to the approved NWCG criteria for L-380 Fireline Leadership.  It was determined that the cadre and training materials meet or exceed the criteria requirements for L-380.  

Summary Finding:  

As the U.S. Forest Service representative to the Leadership Committee, it is my recommendation that any U.S. Forest Service personnel attending L-380 Fireline Leadership courses presented by lead instructors Darran Wells or Scott Christy from NOLS Professional Training should receive credit for the L-380 training.

Contacts: 

Bill Miller, U.S. Forest Service, NWCG Leadership Committee Course Evaluations
(406) 829-6942

bdmiller@fs.fed.us 

Jim Cook, U.S. Forest Service, NWCG Leadership Committee Agency Representative
(208) 387-5204

jrcook@fs.fed.us
