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Mack Lake Claims settlement opens door for remaining damage payments.

Washington D.C….

At 1:30 p.m. Monday, the following report pertaining to the May 5, Mack Lake burn was released from the Justice Department through the office of Congressman Bob Davis.  Spokesman Mark Ruge for the Congressman stated, “ A Department of Justice ruling has opened the door for damage payments to victims of the recent Mack Lake fire.”

The June 30 ruling approved settlement in a private property damage case that is expected to serve as the yardstick by which other claims will be measured according to Congressman Bob Davis who has been involved in the process since the May 5th fire.

“The precedent has been set,” Davis said, “now the claim paying can begin.”

Davis who has asked for an investigation into causes of the largest forest fire in Michigan since 1977, said the ruling was based in part on preliminary fire analysis data.  A final report is due later this year.

The prescribed burn was planned to renew timber growth and improve habitat for the Kirtland Warbler, an endangered song bird. The fire was to be confined to 200 acres or less in the Mio Ranger District of the Huron Manistee National Forest, but it jumped the fire line and burned 25,000 acres.  Private property losses were estimated at $1.8 million dollars.

“I would encourage those with qualified claims to submit them as soon as practical.’ Davis said. Claims should be sent to the Huron Manistee National Forest Service – 421 South Mitchell St., Cadillac, MI 49601.

So far the Forest Service personnel have received 49 damage claims ranging from building losses to personal clothing.

Davis said the Forest Service people, especially those from the service at Huron Manistee have been “very cooperative and responsive in providing information and assisting in this damage claim decision and other needs related to the fire.”

