Clip from unknown paper number 2 (no photo)
Mack Lake claims settlement time schedule clarified by local Forest Service officer

MIO …. Responding to media statements concerning Mack Lake area fire claims settlements from the Forest Service, Mio District Supervisor, Ven Bosman, said Tuesday that some of the being released on radio and television is inaccurate.  Claims will not be settled within 24 hours from the Mio Forest Service office as the release suggested.  “We can be of assistance here by providing the proper forms to file, but fire claims are still being  processed through the Cadillac office.

“As far as I know, there are two claims in Washington and three in Milwaukee offices that may be settled in two to three weeks – not 24 hours.”

“Reforestation of the burn site is presently under thoughtful consideration by the Forest Service.  An interdisciplinary team consisting of leader Horace LaBumbard, Timber Staff Office, Cadillac: a soils specialist; a sylva-cuturist who studies grown trees; a wildlife biologist and an assistant ranger from Harrisville has been formed to study what would be the best way to reforest the burn area.  Rather than jump in and plant everything to jack pine which could create a potential fire problem similar to what existed before the burn, the team is looking into planting other types of trees such as oak and aspen in addition to pine.  We also want to make the best provision for wildlife habitat.”

“The decision by the Justice Department yesterday was that the Forest Service was liable and consequently valid claims will be paid.

“In the near future, a citizen’s committee will be asked to help the team with citizen input.  Anyone interested in making a suggestion can get in touch with me at the Mio Ranger Station.”
