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25,000-acre blaze
now under control

MIO — A flre Wi Eh Bl e birs Bokias sy o





MIO  --- A fire which killed one fire fighter and raged through approximately 25,000 acres in the Huron-Manistee National Forest was declared under control at noon Wednesday by U.S. Forest Service officials.

The fire was set deliberately Monday morning by Forest Service employees to clear 100 acres to prepare nesting areas for Kirtland’s Warblers, an endangered species.  The initial stage of the “controlled burn” was not completed before anticipated high winds swept it out of control.

Forest Service officials said approximately 160 fire fighters remain on the scene Wednesday extinguishing lingering flames.  The expansion of the fire into new areas was stemmed Tuesday afternoon, said Dick Klade, a spokesman for the service.

Two investigations into the fire were also underway Wednesday.  One is into the death Monday of fire fighter James L Swiderski, 29, of Mio.  The other is to determine what caused the blaze and how it was fought

Klade said an office was opened in Mio Wednesday to handle claims by property owners and others against the Forest Service.  He said government liability will determined in part by the outcome of the investigation into the causes of the blaze, which is expected to take a couple weeks.
Some 38 homes in the Mack Lake area within the national forest were damaged, some of them destroyed.
