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If experience is the
-st teacher then Jeri has
lenty of that, as in
ctober of this year the
)-year-old Jeri Winton
ill mark her ecleventh
ear of working in the
reasurer’s office.

Jeri is a life-long
esident of Oscoda Coun-
y.She and her son reside
r Mio. Says Jeri, ‘‘I'm
sorry to see Marvin Kurtz
retire, but if elected 1
fully intend to continue
the high level of service
that Marvin provided.
With the experience and
training I've had, 1 am
able to handle every
aspect of the office.
thorou ghly ~efiioy. the
work and the demands
that it puts on a person.

*“] welcome the op-
portunity to talk with
people and convince
them of my desire to
serve them as County

Treasurer.

Republican

ty offices

Frank Cowger

Announcing on the
ticket as a
candidate for county com-
missioner from Mentor
Township, Frank Cowger
states, ‘'l am presently
employed at the Mio
Hardware and have lived
in Mio since 1973. Prior
to that we became ac-
quainted with the area as
the result of hunting trips

to Oscoda County. My
wife Bettye and I liked
the area so well we
decided to make it our
home."
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Mio School Board plans public
school’s financial situation

MIO...In an update
statement from the Mio
School Board meeting

Monday night, Superin-
tendent Bruch Rank re-
ported, “We would like
to remind the community
of a public meeting to be
held Thursday, May 2Zid
p.m. in the school au-

The Congress
results - firs

Y

see fire

ditorium. Subject of dis-
cussion will be the sch-
ool's financial situation
and the need for renewed
millage. The board and.l
will be present at the
meeting."’

It was also confirmed
Jast night that Coach Paul
Fox will be leaving Mio

man comes to

Betty Blamer

1 am a candidate, on
the Republican ticket, for
re-election to the office of
Oscoda County Registe
of Deeds.

Having worked as Reg-
ister for the past eight
years, I feel that Tam well
qualified to maintain the
efficient and courteous
service required by this
office. Previous to the
time 1 was first elected, 1
worked as a Real Estate

Broker and as an Ac-
countant. 1 have also
taught Adult Education

classes in Accounting for
Kirtland College.

1 will welcome any
opportunity to explain the
duties of the Register of
Deeds and the valuable

In Memory Of Mio Forester
James L. Swiderski

James L. Swiderskijoined the Forest Service in Mio
during April of 1978. He came highly recommended
for his wildlife knowledge and management skills by
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. Jim was a graduate
of Michigan State University with a Bachelor of.
Science degree from the Fish & W ildlife program.

Swiderski set high standards for himself and
received high commendations for - his work. His
supervisors felt he had good potential for advancing
with his career. For the lasttwo years he spent most of
his time planning and improving wildlife habitaton the
Huron-Manistee National Forests. Swiderski's career

service '‘each property
owner receives from this
office.

Your support will be

Consequently, he successfully helped plan, prep:rc
and carry out six prescribed burns on the Mio District. &8
Tragically, on Monday, May S, 1980, Swiderski died ﬁ
while attempting to control a prescribed burn. :
Co-workers were stunned by the loss of their friend.
Vendel Bosman, District Ranger, says “‘He always had
a smile and a helping hand for a friend; his dca!ht
creates an irreplaceable loss for us, and we express
our heartfelt sympathy to his family.”’
Jim is survived by his father and mother, Mr. andg
Mrs. Adam Swiderski of Alto, Michigan, his three@
brothers, Arnold J. of St. Paul, Minnesota, Robert W.

appreciated.

Sincerely,
Betty R. Blamer
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In Memory of Mio Forester James L. Swiderski        
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James L. Swiderski joined the Forest Service in Mio during April of 1978. He came highly recommended for his wildlife knowledge and management skills by the U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service.  Jim was a graduate of Michigan State University with a Bachelor of Science degree from the Fish & Wildlife program. 

Swiderski set high standards for himself and received high commendations for his work. His supervisors felt he had good potential for advancing with his career. For the last two years he spent most of his time planning and improving habitat on the Huron-Manistee National Forests. Swiderski’s career goals were to combine wildlife and timber activities in beneficial ways. He spent many hours working in and interpreting the Kirtland’s Warbler Management Areas.  His duties include conducting tours for the public and talking to visitors explaining the life cycle, breeding habits and habitat of the small warbler.  As a conscientious wildlife biologist, he recognized the link between fire and the Kirtland’s Warbler survival.  Consequently, he successfully helped plan, prepare and carry out six prescribed burns on the Mio District. 

Tragically, on Monday May 5, 1980, Swiderski died while attempting to control a prescribed burn. Co-workers were stunned by the loss of their friend. Vendel Bosman, District Ranger, says “He always had a smile and a helping hand for a friend; his death creates an irreplaceable loss for us, and we express our heartfelt sympathy to his family.”

Jim is survived by his father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. Adam Swiderski of Alto, Michigan. his three brothers, Arnold J. of St. Paul, Minnesota, Robert W. and Kevin J.,    and a sister Kathleen A., also of Alto. 
A memorial fund has been established and those wishing to contribute can send donations to;

James L. Swiderski Memorial Fund

P.O. Box 674

Mio, MI 48647
Public Meeting called by Congressman Davis on Mack Lake area fire
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An on-site evaluation of the Make Lake residential area was part of Congressman Bob Davis’ fact-finding trip to Mio last Friday as he personally toured the burn area. Ven Bosman (left) District Forest Service Supervisor, briefs the Congressman (center). Background: Davis’ representative Charles Goddeyne of Gaylord and Forest Service fire investigator Dale Gorman. Together they survey damage at the Joe Walker home.

Mio… On Friday, May 9, Congressman Bob Davis of the 11th Congressional District came to Mio on a fact finding tour concerning the May 5th Mack Lake area fire.  His schedule included an aerial survey; an on-site observation of homes destroyed in the Mack Lake area; a brief stop at the Forest Service “claims center” temporarily housed in the American Legion hall; and in the afternoon a public meeting held in conjunction with the Forest Service at the Mio Community Center. 
Commenting on the purpose of the meeting, Davis stated, “This meeting is being held at my request to get more information to take back to Washington so I can keep track of what is going on. I want to understand the feelings of the people and have asked Mr. Wayne Mann of the Forest Service to be here to answer some questions.  This should help my office assist with claims.  – I sympathize with the problem of the fire, but it would not serve the purpose of the meeting to get too emotional.  I intend to keep very close track of the way this matter is resolved and have one person in Washington totally on this.” 

“Mr. Mann, this in (spp) not a happy occasion for you folks or for me as the employer of a man lost in the fire.  Also, I have empathy for the people at Mack Lake who lost their homes. I encourage you, if you have claims, to get them in as soon as possible so we can start processing.”

Forest Service Supervisor Wayne Mann:  “We hope to accomplish two things here today; to bring you up to date on claims and also to determine some causes of the fire,  Why? Not all of the work has been done yet, but we well attempt to answer your questions.”

Congressman Davis: “Perhaps expand on the question of prescribed burns.  Will the program be continued? I want to have some answers to discuss with my colleagues back in Washington.  I did tour the burn site by air and on location to get an idea of the extent of the damage. There is a question in the media accounts of the fire.  Will the claims be honored?  Was the fire an act of God? With the Forest Service claiming responsibility, I would pursue that to the end; the property owners must be paid.”

“Could you tell me the conditions when the fire was set?  Was it critical that you set the fire on this particular day?”

Mr. Mann: “Any prescribed burn has a plan depending on the available manpower; there is a fire boss who decides to go or not to go, based on all the knowledge including weather reports; humidity; temperature, etc. Burning conditions are determined according to a prescribed plan.”

Congressman Davis: “I did hear comments that the DNR on this particular day was not issuing burning permits?”

Don Grant, Forest Management DNR:

“Burning permits are issued according to policy.  I would have restricted issuing burning permits.  As far as burning a controlled burn, we did not have a prescribed burn scheduled that day and did not have to make that judgment.  I would not say for the Forest Service. The decision for a prescribed burn must be made on site that day.”
Congressman Davis: “ The fire was started on one side of M-33.  It would seem that it would be the easiest place to stop it. How many people were on hand when it started?”

Mr.  Mann:  “First of all, there is a prescription written by a supervisor and approved by a deputy.  We would have on hand whatever was needed – it varies with the burn and depends on the conditions. Dale Gorman with the investigating team may answer more specifically.”
(goes to interior page – with series of photos)
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Intense heat at the Don Camp-
bell residence melted alumi-
num siding to nothing, fused
glass together in free form
shapes and caused bricks and
cement blocks to crumble
away., ¢The stump left there
with the glasses on top, used
to be a beautiful birch tree.

I had taken all the fire pre=-
cautions with an asbestos
flue insulator,”?
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Captions – Intense heat at the Don Campbell residence melted aluminum siding to nothing, fused glass together in free form shapes and caused bricks and cement blocks to crumble away.  “The stump left there with the glasses on top, used to be a beautiful birch tree, I had taken all the fire precautions with an asbestos fire insulator.
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For some Mack Lake residents little remains
but the memory of how it was
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Remembering happier days, Joe Walker examines what was left of the barrel and action of his custom made 25/06 retrieved from the ashes of his home after last week’s fire at Mack Lake.  Not only was his gun collection destroyed in the blaze, but gunsmith equipment used as a hobby was also lost. A new woodstove installed in the chimney (background) was brand new, hooked up the Saturday before the fire and never had a fire in it.
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What is left after 35 years of building a home at Mack Lake and last week finds area resident Don Campbell discouraged, but still determined to build again.  “If they only had waited”, he insists, “this holocaust would not have happened.”  Here, he sadly views the remains of his home totally destroyed.  
Text continues from page one
Dale Gorman:   “From our information, the fire crossed the road at approximately 12:30.  We are putting that together from information from the pilot in the air and those who were on the scene.  Two spot fires occurred. There were 11 men present with three pieces of equipment: a pick-up truck, a 6-Bi, and a tractor plow.  The first spot fire was knocked down, but the second spot, torched and crowned out.  Within nine minutes it had moved 600 feet. Within an hour it had reached Mack Lake, and in 1 ½ hours it had gone three miles.”
Congressman Davis: “Were local authorities notified? Is it the policy of the State of Michigan to do so?” 

Mr. Mann: “Our prescribed burn plans do call for notifying the sheriff, volunteer fire departments, etc.”

Mr. Bosman:  “Residents had been notified of a burn – several parties were contacted. Radio stations were notified and the Oscoda County News carried an earlier article on the burn.  We thought we had notified everyone.”

Congressman Davis: “Did you notify the volunteer fire departments?”

Mr. Bosman: “That is standard procedure.”

Congressman Davis:  “By telephone – the same day?”

Mr. Bosman:  “It is hard to know exactly when the burn will take place – we don’t know until we get the weather forecast that morning.”

Congressman Davis: “Were the residents of the area notified?”
Mr. Bosman:  “We made an attempt to contact them at Mack Lake.  The Joe Walker residence was called, and Mrs. Walker answered.” 

Congressman Davis: “Should we have any more burns for a while?  Have you considered not having any more until the appropriate members have had a chance to evaluate?”

Mr. Mann:  “I’ll wait to see what the team recommends.”

Congressman Davis: “I understand the State Fire Marshall is here.”

Fire Marshall:  “Because private homes were involved, we are investigating.”

Congressman Davis: “My question is, can we as the Congress expect an appraisal of the fire from anyone besides the Forest Service?”

Mr. Mann: “The only other member, I know of is from the DNR.  The Fire Marshall is conducting his own investigation.  I am inviting you to take a look.  The people we have brought in are experts noted in their area of expertise.  We don’t want to hide anything.  We’ll end up killing someone else if we’re not honest.  Look at our report, question it.  I want an honest report, we welcome your questions.”

Congressman Davis:  “I’m sure there will be a heavy investigation from the Congressional level, but is this the way it is done in other parts of the country – the process?”
Dale Gorman:  “The Fire Analysis Report to be presented by the Forest Service is an outline and a report in itself.  It is a public document, you will be able to scrutinize the findings.  It will be used as a management tool and it is available to you right now, it is as simple as getting your name on a list.”

Congressman Davis: “When will the report be completed?”

Dale Gorman: “A draft of the report will be ready in 30 days.”

Congressman Davis: “As I flew over the area, I wondered about the restoration process. What can you do – other than leave it sit there?” 

Mr. Mann: “Restoring home sites will be a first priority. Some home owners have already approached us about clean up.  As part of the effort we will try to find a convenient site for rubble, we’ll work on that. If you are submitting a claim, wait until our realty people get a chance to look at your property, if you want to start clean up.”

Congressman Davis:  “I don’t want to dwell on it too long, but in the effort to save the Kirtland’s Warbler, are we concentrating on it too much?”

Mr. Mann: “Since 1964 the Forest Service has allowed 7,700 acres for warbler management.  In 196-77 the DNR set 1600 acres.  I’m not sure it is limited just to Kirtland’s Warbler management; the same area m ay also involve timber management.”
Congressman Davis: “I do intend to look in on a national level. Are we spending too much on the bird?”

Mr. Mann: “The Forest Service is taking the responsibility for the fire, claims will be paid.  Why kid anyone, we were responsible.  The important thing is to submit claims. The sooner you get them in the better. The law says we have to resolve them within six months. At the end of that time, there is the option to bring suit in Federal Claims Court.  Also if you get your claim in, and it is denied, you still have the option of the other action in court.”

Congressman Davis: “I am concerned that claims be paid as quickly as possible. I understand claims up to $10,000 can be approved in the Milwaukee Office - $25,000 to $100,000 in Washington and over that settled by the Justice Department.  My principle aim is to see that every claim is taken care of and to see that they do not drag on in time.”

Detroit News:  “Could Congress appropriate money for claims?”

Congressman Davis: “Congress can do anything it wants to and Senators Riegle and Levin also want to see the matter taken care of.  I am concerned about the time element.  If I had one of those homes on Mack Lake I would hope it would be processed quickly – not take two to three years. How many residents here have made a claim?”
Mr. Mann: “Why does the Forest Service need the extra area for Kirtland’s Warblers? Both the Forest Service and the DNR for a number of years have cooperated on an overall plan as the result of the Endangered Species Act.  They have recently developed an inventory of critical land breaking down 130,000 acres into workable units.  This is done not just for the Kirtland’s Warblers, but for timber management as well.  Over a 50 year rotation blocks will be cut.  In the area of the burn, that block was timbered in 1978.  It was scheduled for a burn in 1979, but was delayed until 1980.”
Congressmen Davis: “What kind of immediate relief was there for fire victims?  A claims center was set up right away.  As far as housing – is something done about housing, our office has not been asked about that.”
Mr. Mann: “As far as receiving reports from Mack Lake that there was a Forest Service truck in the area at the time of the fire – they were asked to help prevent homes from being destroyed – but they said they couldn’t.  It was reported that turned away and said nothing: There may have been a break down in communications or the rationale used. We’re checking further into that.”

Norm Detrich: “The person who said that is sitting right over there in the corner.  He said, ‘It’s policy, we can’t put a drop of water on a home to save it.”

Mike Harnois: “That is not what I said. A house already on fire – we could not. To the best of my recollection.  I was in the area of Mack Lake up and down the street during the fire.”
Congressman Davis: “I would like a full report on that.”

Representative Alley: “As far as men and gas for volunteer fire departments goes, can they file a claim?”

Mr. Mann: “Most of the townships are under cooperative agreement which spells out costs.’

Congressman Davis: “In the case of the Seney Fire it amounted to $1 ½ million.”

Representative Alley:  “There seems to have been quite a communications lapse with the request for DNR equipment; notifying state police, etc.”

Congressman Davis:  “Let me congratulate the people of Oscoda County for being here and the way we have been able to discuss this matter.  With PBB and this fire, your area has been through some very traumatic times.”

(Questions from the audience in next weeks Oscoda County News) 

It’s For the Birds (opinion page)
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The Dinosaurs are extinct. Their demise cannot be blamed on the human race as there were no humans about at the time.  It is nice to know that there is something that went wrong which is not our fault. While the dinosaurs are gone they have left us a legacy in that branch of the animal kingdom called birds. 
Why any particular animal species becomes extinct depends on a number of factors and probably not on any single one.  There are many theories as to exactly what put the quietus on dinosaurs but we cannot be certain of the particulars at this late date.

Norman Wood put Oscoda County in the limelight when he discovered the first known nest of the Kirtland’s Warbler here almost eighty years ago.  He thought that there may have been as many as ten thousand of the Warblers at that time.  It is however, likely that there have never been more than two thousand since the species was first discovered. 

This Warbler (like so many humans) is so highly specialized that it will only live in a certain limited environment.  It only breeds in colonies in clumps of small jack pines in north central Michigan and apparently no other place. 

During the past thirty years counts have been conducted at the known breeding colonies, and during that time the birds have declined from almost a thousand to about four hundred.  This decline in part was thought to be due to lack of suitable nesting grounds resulting from the greatly improved forest fire control, and in part due to increased parasitism by the Cowbird which laid eggs in the Warbler nests and greatly decreased the survival of Warbler nestlings.  The Cowbirds were not common here when the land was heavily forested but moved in when the timber was cut.

The Audubon Society and many others interested in perpetuating the Kirtland’s Warbler, with the aid of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and the Forestry Division of the U. S. Department of Agriculture, instituted an experimental program to see what could be done to help this Warber which would not or could not (a human characteristic) help itself. 
The program developed along four general lines.  First, there was a study of the habits of the bird.  Since only one third of the life is spent in Michigan and little is known what happens at the winter quarters in the Bahamas, this was necessarily incomplete.  Secondly, adequate nesting areas were provided by burning large jack pine to give the clumps of small pine demanded by the Warblers.  The third, and probably most important, was the trapping of Cowbirds in the nesting colonies.  This seems to be the chief reason for the slightest increase in the number of Warblers since the program started.  Finally, the nesting colonies were protected from too zealous bird lovers, an visitations were limited to the very popular guided tours provided by the Forestry Service and the D.N.R. during the nesting season.
Now this program has cost many man hours and much money, and we ask ourselves, is it worth while? Since we kill countless chickens, ducks, and turkeys why worry about a few hundred almost invisible small birds?  From the aesthetic standpoint it would be nice to keep this highly individualistic bird with us if possible.  From the commercial angle the bird itself has no direct effect, but indirectly the hundreds or even thousands of people coming from all over the world to view this rarity does a little, at least to boost our sagging local economy.  But neither the aesthetic or commercial considerations are of weight in relationship to what this experiment, small as it is, can have on the future of the human race. 
The dinosaurs are gone and we can only theorize as to their extinction.  The Passenger Pigeon, Great Auk, Carolina Parakeet, and others have left us within historical times.  Our killing of these birds and the change in their environment due to our activities are largely responsible for their extermination. 

Now we, ourselves, are the next species to be in danger of annihilation.  Our world population has more than doubled within the century.  At least half of us live at or below subsistence level.  The medical profession has been so successful that the mortality rate has greatly declined.  In our humanitarian outlook we provide for hopeless mental and physical misfits which previous generations usually let die in peace.  We would have it no otherwise.

We are rapidly exhausting some of our natural resources which we have come to consider as necessities and which our degree of specialization will make it difficult to do without. 

What is really bad, and may prove fatal, is that we can and do pollute the world to the point that it may become inhabitable (spp?) for the human race.  The Eskimo in the arctic cold, and the now extinct Patagonians who had a fierce climate wore little clothing and had no permanent shelter, adjusted themselves to their environment.  We, on the other hand, adjust our environment to us, much to the detriment of the environment.

Our scientific achievements have provided us with a means of killing millions in minutes.  While such a war will probably not immediately exterminate the human race we do not know what the long time effect on us will be from the atomic radiation of the atmosphere. 
The Kirtland’s Warbler is a small rare bird breeding in our immediate vicinity.  If an interest in its problems can in any way help us in a solution to ours, any amount of time and money will be a very worthwhile investment. 

Failure to solve our problems now may soon send us to join the dinosaurs, and, if we continue in our present senseless course we may arrive there before the Kirtland’s Warbler.  Human nature is a great asset or detriment depending on how we use it.—R.E. Olsen, Big Creek Estates, LUZERNE.

Kens Korner – Out of Control (opinion page)
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On Monday, May the 5th, 1980 a prescribed burn of 200 acres in the Wagner Lake area of the Huron National Forest by National Forestry personnel went out of control, and has destroyed thousands of acres of forest in the three counties of North Eastern Michigan.  Oscoda, Ogemaw, and Iosco counties have been the scene of the worst forest fire in many years.  To burn even a so-called controlled burn, under weather conditions that prevailed in the area on Monday, was to say the least, bad judgment.  Temperatures at 10:00 am when the burn started were in the high 60’s and the wind was at 15 miles an hour.   One housewife was heard to say it was a perfect day for drying clothes outdoors.

It seems that no agency charged with the care of our environment, forests or other public property that concerns the people’s welfare, health or wellbeing is capable of doing their job, or they are headed by idiots who could care less.  For the Forest Service to start a burn that resulted in at least one firefighter’s death, and injury to several more, aside from the millions of dollars in damage in homes and property destroyed, is to say the least criminal negligence.
The neglect in informing the various small communities involved, and who had volunteer fire fighters and several pieces of equipment, that the fire was out of control.  The delay in informing the Mack Lake Fire Department resulted in a great loss of homes in and around Mack Lake that possibly could have been averted if they had been informed by the Forestry Service that the fire was out of control.

These controlled burns are to provide suitable nesting areas for the Kirtland’s Warbler, an endangered species of song bird that requires young jack pine stands to nest. Jack pine seed cones need heat to burst the cones, and scatter the seeds.  This heat used to be provided by the forest fires of earlier times.  One local wit was heard to say, “About one more controlled burn that gets out of control and we will have more warblers than jack pine.”   But to blame a bird or animal, endangered species or not, for an act of sheer stupidity in ignoring the obvious bad burning conditions that existed Monday morning, is in our book just an excuse to blame an innocent bystander, for a man’ stupid decision to burn under high risk conditions.
The Forest Service has indicated to the press that the weather report they obtained for Monday morning was for winds of five to eight miles an hour in the late afternoon when the burn should have been completed.  We have heard that this weather report was obtained from the National Weather Service office located in Ann Arbor, 200 miles south of the prescribed burn.  Local weather reports of much higher wind velocity and high risk conditions were ignored by those in charge of the burn.  Even our much maligned Department of Natural Resources cancelled all scheduled burns due to the local high risk conditions that existed.
For a while the Forest Service attorneys were claiming that this tragic disaster was an Act of God, obviously in an attempt to evade responsibility, has been pretty well scratched by Congressman Bob Davis and his personal investigation plus further plans for a full investigation into action has forced the Forest Service to accept full responsibility for the fire that destroyed some 38 homes and cottages and has caused millions of dollars in damages to public property as well.  The death of Forest Service Biological Technician James L Swiderski in this fire, we feel is the net result of stupid incompetent action by the Forest Service that can never be measured in dollars.  

(Letters to the Editor Follow – contributed by readers)

We Thank God – We wish to extend our sincere appreciation and heartfelt thanks to Jim Davisson and Nelson Yoder for the hard work in our evacuation last Monday. If it were not for their initiative and fortitude we could have very well lost everything.  Also we extend our many thanks to all our many friends who worked diligently to get us out. We thank God for having friends like this.  We were one of the fortunate and we extend our sincere sympathy to those who were not.  Many thanks.  Will and Janet Dupuis.
Restitution and Resignation – So now God is to blame.  This is what supposedly intelligent mature men say when they set a fire, (or burn off.) as the Forestry Department and the Department of Natural Resources call it.  
If these officials are men of integrity and conscience, they should stand tall and openly admit their mistakes, and I put that in plural, for this is the third time the eradication of forests, human beings and dwellings and wild life, in our county, has taken place. 
How many times are we, the taxpayers, going to allow repetition of these mistakes?

Restitution and the resignation of those officials at fault would show an honorable act acceptable to all.   Mrs. K.A. Milligan.  Mio, Michigan.   
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Local Forest Service Supervisor assesses fire damage, considers restoration of burn
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MIO…..

Responding to questions Monday from the Oscoda County News, Mio Forest Service District Supervisor, Ven Bosman stated;

“A complete investigation report on the May 5 fire will be ready and available by mid-June, but to our knowledge now the total estimated dwellings affected in the Mack Lake area stands at 44, that includes two dwellings that incurred scorch damage and it includes the two permanent residences of Joe Walker and Don Campbell.  A dollar estimate on the damage to dwellings and private property stands at 1 ½ million, 1,498 private acres were burned, and the fire extended over23,292 Federal acres with a $1.9 million value placed on the timber lost on that land.  Total acres lost in the fire would be 24,790.  Cost to fight the fire has been placed at $350,000.” 
“Exactly how much wood has been lost will be determined by the time the trees normally leaf out.  Some of the standing Red Pine that does not recover can still be used for lumber. Also, the standing dead wood will be available for firewood as usual on a permit basis.”

“Until the fire analysis report is complete, Mr. Wayne Mann, District Forest Service Supervisor at Cadillac is saying that all immediate prescribed burns will be cancelled.  Depending on the findings of the fire analysis report we will be looking at the likelihood of continuing prescribed burns in the future.  Not all prescribed burns are presently carried out on a schedule; at least 10-25%  are cancelled at the last minute if burning conditions are not suitable.”

“The Forest Service is making plans is making plans to restore burned over acres.  We will be planting 800 acres to jack pine in an aerial seeding program.  There is a tremendous amount of seed already on the ground as a result of the fire which was both hot and fast.  We are currently involved in our regular planting program just outside the burned area.  It is possible that seedlings could also be planted in the burned area, but that is pretty risky as far as tree survival is concerned.  Black attracts heat and that would affect soil temperature.  If the black surfaces is scraped away approximately two feet from the tree its chances of surviving would be better.  By next spring it would be the best time to plant in the burned area.”
“Not all of the plans have been worked out yet, but if there is a local effort to plant larger trees, particularly on the private property when trees were lost near dwellings, we would be agreeable to working with those people.  Larger trees would have to be balled and they could be planted in June after the seeding program is finished.”
“I believe the Forest Service does realize the value of trees to people.  A lot depends on where the tree is planted.  In the middle of the forest its primary purpose is to provide wildlife habitat or resource for paper, but a large stand of Red Pine near a road will have aesthetic value.  I  know people who are unhappy about cutting any trees.”

“If we were to permanently rule out burns? At the present time we have 2,500 acres of slash down on the ground; that will be a real fire hazard.  Also slash blocks restoration efforts.  Most researchers say that the Kirtland’s Warbler will only nest on acres previously burned.  I would see possible problems if prescribed burns were completely eliminated.”

“How much has been spent over the years for warbler survival?  That would take some research because both the Forest Service and the state DNR are involved with the program.  Planting jack pine also has to do with timber management and the cost of planting trees would not be carried entirely by the Kirtland’s Warbler management.”

“Concerning the local effort to control prescribed burns with local ordinances such as Big Creek’s, I would not have a comment on that at this time: I’m sure it would require legal interpretation.”

Mack Lake residents reflect in retrospect the May 5 tragedy

Mack Lake…5-7-80
[image: image11.jpg]OSCODA COUNTY NEWS, Thursday, May 15, 1980, Page 7

“Why kid anyone? We were
- Mann, Forest Service

b 34

responsible.





Norm Dietrich addresses Congressman Davis at Friday’s meeting. Mr. Wayne Mann, Forest Service Supervisor is seated at the table.
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(the input of a series of homeowners from the burn area is taken down by the Oscoda County News and offered below)

Ralph Brotherton, homeowner

Mack Lake resident, Ralph Brotherton, was among those whose home escaped last week’s fie, but considering the damage to the community he was negative.

“What happened here Monday is just inexcusable.  The effort to save the Kirtland’s Warbler is ridiculous because it involves too many hazards for man.  The Warblers are not worth it, and I like birds, I feed them in my backyard..”

“Didn’t somebody learn a lesson in 1946 when the Mack Lake community was destroyed by a similar fire?  I guess they just don’t know any better.  It is rather remarkable, there is an old log cabin at the top of the hill overlooking the lake that has survived both fires.”
“I’m a member of the Mack Lake Home Owners Association and we will be working together to recover from the fire: there are around 100 members in the group.  Most of the people here are week-enders who work downstate, so during the week there are not too many around.”
“I’m all for anything that will compensate our loss, but I have news for anyone who says we’ll have nice tree stands again if five to ten years. I took most of these scruffy jack pines around here 34 years to get to this size  -  well, since the last fire.  We were just seeing deer around the lake for the first time in 30 years.  Snow-shoe rabbits were also coming up.  Now there is nothing, it just isn’t worth it.  All our plans are shot and it is just pathetic.”

“What is our property value worth now?  My 15 acres – it’s gone.  All that I left here is the charred land and the lake.”

“The government made another blunder.  Why do we have to go against them to get compensation?  We were under the impression that this was to have been a controlled burn.  I was up on my house putting shingles on the roof at the time of the fire.  I saw the smoke and called Tony Balowski, Fire Captain.   ‘I think it is out of control.’ Someone started calling in on the CB, ‘everyone in Mack Lake evacuate.’  I began hosing my house down with water.”

“The Forest Service is entrusted with a very serious trust, and they bungled it from one end to the other.  Being compensated for the loss is one thing, but green in your hand and green in the woods are two different things.”

Mrs. Balowski, New Boston
Mrs. Frank Balowski, of New Boston, who lost her week-end home May 5 observed, “It’s a very foolish thing they did and the government should have to pay for this.  We pay so many times, and we’ve lost everything.  I took 12 years of saving for us to get the cottage.  Will we ever get back the animals, the flowers and the trees.  My God, that’s what we bought the place for.”
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Stinchcombe, Davisburg

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Stinchecombe, of Davisburg, heard about the news of the Mack Lake fire Monday afternoon on Channel 5 TV.  They drove up immediately to see the damage, but reported, “The DNR kept us out until Tuesday morning.  We stayed at the Mio Motel.  We lost everything in the fire; our cottage burned to the ground.  We’ll be back on the weekend; we just came up now empty handed to see if we had anything left.”

Frank and Mabel Gregory, Roseville

Frank and Mabel Gregory of Roseville also heard about the fire on the news and other Mack Lake weekenders, the Whitneys, called them to relate details.  Mr. Gregory started his summer home on Mack Lake 12 years ago.  He commented; “There was a lot of sentiment in that log cabin. You couldn’t even get that kind of building material to day.   The logs were flat on the inside and round on the outside.  The individual logs were splined together.  It was a wood product sold at Benjamin’s Mill in Rose City.”
Mrs. Gregory added: The area around Mack Lake has it’s own rugged atmosphere, and we were just getting the cottage real comfortable, you know. Hearing about the fire and seeing it caused a sinking feeling – very depressing.  It is hard to imagine where everything was – the antiques and paintings we can’t replace.”

“Between the PBB cattle burial and this fire, I would say Mio is on the map.”

Mr. Gregory concluded; “We don’t plan to rebuild; we couldn’t afford to build back even with the maximum settlement.  I’ll just put the lot up for sale.” 

“We like the trees here and it takes trees so many years to grow; when you take the  trees off, you have got nothing.”

Don and Theresa Campbell, homeowners
Don and Theresa Campbell were permanent residents of Mack Lake whose home was lost in the fire.  “The woods are just a big nothing, and the ruins of our home isn’t much after 35 years of work.  We worked on the house as we could afford it.  The trees and shrubs were just beginning to grow well.  I had some rabbits in the pens with their young ones – they all burned to death.  The day after the fire I could hear wild turkeys in the woods that had returned looking for their nests.  Also I feel sorry about the young man losing his life.  Someone just got too carried away with the prescribed burn.  I they had put it off another week this holocaust wouldn’t have happened.”
“I’m pretty sure we’ll rebuild again.  At first it was doubtful, but my neighbor Jim Waterman said, ‘If you stay, I’ll stay.’ But right now it is all a very depressing sight.”

Bill Rushing
Mr. Bill Rushing, President of the Mack Lake Homeowners Association said.  “I owe a debt of gratitude to someone who helped save my house, I was away at work at the time of the fire.  Everybody out here is still numb from the shock and the first couple days we wanted to pull the drapes so we didn’t have to see all the sight-seers touring the area.”

“I believe we would like to convey the idea that the Forest Service ‘goofed’ with this particular prescribed burn; however we are not mad at them.  Over the years the both the Forest Service and the DNR have been helpful in locating pieces of equipment for our Mack Lake volunteer fire department.  If there is any humor left at all you might mention that we intend to start raising cowbirds at Mack Lake.”

“The Mack Lake Homeowners Association which was started seven or eight years ago, was about defunct until we started to build a volunteer fire department.  Charlie Hunt of Luzerne located an old ¾ ton Jeep; we got a pump from the Forestry and a tank from the Luzerne Fire Department.”

“This year we wanted to organize a building committee to build a new fire barn.  Joe Walker had been keeping the equipment in his building for next to nothing.  We really are up in the air now, and haven’t had much of a chance to get the Association members together, but we do h ave a meeting planned for May 24, at 1:0pm, at the American Legion Hall in Mio.”
“Naturally, we are discouraged with  what has happened.  I would like to see some green grass.  Some people lost their homes because of trees near the building, cut you can’t worry about everything; if you didn’t like trees, you live in Detroit.”

“Everyone did a great job to help us.  Consumers Power restored power within 12 to 15 hours and we had telephone service the next day.  To all the volunteers who helped, I would like to extend our thanks.”

Big Creek Township Resolution and Ordinance No. 8

At a special meeting of the Big Creek Township Board held May 8, 1980, a motion was made by Kathi Mitchell, seconded by Chris McGregor, to adopt the following Resolution and Big Creek Ordinance No. 8.
Resolution

WHEREAS:  The United States Forest Service, and the Michigan Department of Natural Resources have increasingly shown a tremendous lack of good judgment in choosing hot, dry , windy days to conduct their “controlled burns”, and

WHEREAS: These agencies have consistently lost control of these “controlled burns”, endangering life and property, and
WHEREAS:  It appears these government agencies need someone to oversee their decisions about weather conditions on days chosen for their “controlled burns”

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Big Creek Township Board adopt the following Ordinance requiring the burning permits to be obtained by any government agency before any controlled or prescribed burn can take place:

BIG CREEK TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE NO. 8

SECTION 1.   UNLAWFUL ACTS.

The Township Board for the Township of Big Creek, Oscoda County, Michigan, hereby ordains that it shall be unlawful for any agency of the United States government, Michigan State government, or any local government to set a controlled or prescribed burn  within the boundaries of Big Creek Township without first obtaining a burning permit from the Big Creek Township Board.

SECTION 2.  Standards for decisions about allowable burn days.

It is further hereby ordained that no burning permit shall be issued on a hot, dry, windy day, when the common citizen is denied a burning permit from the U.S. Forest Service or the Department of Natural Resources. 
SECTION 3.  APPLICATION FOR A PERMIT

Applications for a permit to burn shall be made in writing to the Township Clerk.  Before any burning permit shall be issued, a written plan listing the area to be burned, a fire fighting plan, and a list of equipment to be made available in the event of the fire does burn out of control must be submitted to the township.

SECTION 4.  Responsibility for costs incurred in putting out a fire.

Be it further ordained that at any time if the U.S. Forest Service, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, or any local government agency shall set a prescribed burn to allow it to get out of control, then that agency shall be deemed responsible for any costs incurred by Big Creek Township in putting out the fire.

SECTION 5. FEES

No fees shall be charged by Big Creek Township for obtaining a burning permit.

SECTION 6.  VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

 Every person employed by a government agency, who while on duty violates or refuses to comply with any section of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Upon conviction thereof, he shall be punished by a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500) or by imprisonment for not to exceed ninety (90) days, or both.  Any governmental agency which violates or refuses to comply with this ordinance, or any sections thereof, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.  Upon conviction thereof, the said agency shall be punished by a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500).
SECTION 7.  SEVERABILITY 

If any action, sub-section, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portion thereof.

SECTION 8.  EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication.

Kathi Mitchell

Township Clerk

Big Creek Township

By authority of Township Board.

Voted: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays; 0 Absent. Motion Carried.  Resolution and Big Creek Ordinance No. 8 adopted.
