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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE

R-9

REPLYTO: 6730 Accident Investigation June 18, 1980
(5100)

SUBJECT: Fatality Investigation, Mack Lake Fire

70: Regional Forester

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Attached is the report of the investigating team which reviewed the
circumstances which contributed to the death of James Swiderski on
the Mack Lake Fire. The accident occurred while he was involved

in suppression of a wildfire which resulted from the escape of
prescribed fire on the Mio District of the Huron-Manistee National
Forest on May 5, 1980.

We found that the Forests had met a good many of the standards for
training, qualifications and procedures in the application of
prescribed fire and suppression action on a wildfire; but there
were some deficiencies in all three areas. This accident sequence
contains a series of actions, decisions and unexpected occurrences
which culminated in a fatality. The various factors involved are
described in the report.
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H. P. GIBSON, Leader
Accident Investigation Team
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SUBJECT:

T0O:

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE

R-9

5190 Fire Management June 18, 1980

Mack Lake Fire 5/5-8/80

Regional Forester FOR OFFIClAL USE ONLY

After review of the facts and other historical information of the
area of the Mack Lake Fire, I have recommendations in three
general areas to advance to you and the Fire Analysis Review on
July 2, 1980:

I. CONSIDERATIONS IN LONG RANGE LAND MANAGEMENT PLANNING

We know from research and experience that jack pine historically
has reproduced as the result of wild fire through standing timber
which has a supply of cones on the trees. There is mounting
evidence that jack pine and other fires species at some time in
their life cycle develop a condition which is conducive to the
rapid spread of wild fire. In reviewing historical records we
find that the Mack Lake area burned in 1946, when a fire reached
16,000 acres in size in one day and the same area burned on May
15, 1926 when a fire reached 25,000 acres before 5 p.m. on one
day. There are a number of areas in the Lake States where jack
pine is the dominant vegetative species. The age and vegetative
condition of the stand which would encourage the spread of wild
fire very likely exists in a number of these areas today. Over
90% of the forest fires in the Lake States are man caused.
Therefore, on any given day the chances are good that an ignition
source of some type will occur. This means that there is a
potential for a fire of this kind to occur again in the Mack Lake
area after the stand regenerates and at other places in the Lake
States at any time when fire weather conditions are right. These
pine stands continue to be popular locations for summer homes and
year-round dwellings. The potential for wild fire in these areas
and the resultant loss of life and property is always there but
is often not taken seriously by home owners until fires like the
Mack Lake and those which occurred in Wisconsin this year

actually happen.
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Recommendations

1. Work with Lake States Departments of Natural Resources in an
expanded fire prevention program to provide information to home
owners on the potential for fire damage, how to locate and
landscape their homes to prevent loss and who they may call upon
for fire protection in the event of fire.

2. Build into our land management plans a program for creating
fuel breaks composed of stands of less flammable hardwoods.
These stands should be large enough to have some effect in
slowing or stopping a wild fire and to be managed for the
production of timber, wild life and other forest products.

II., THE WORK PLANNING AND REPORTING SYSTEM

Production targets are scheduled and financed on a fiscal year
basis. Reporting of accomplishments and evaluation of employee
performance is on an annual basis. Some targets, such as tree
planting, those which are reached through prescribed fire, and
some others can only be accomplished when the weather conditions
are right. There is presently flexibility for the land manager
to adjust if these conditions do not occur, but it is not often
used. The Mack Lake fire was planned for burning in 1979. It
was postponed because of unfavorable weather conditions. It was
planned again for the month of April and was postponed for the
same reason. After the vegetation greens up in the spring,
there is usually little chance of getting a fire hot enough to
accomplish the objectives of the prescribed fire. Therefore,
the burning crew was under some pressure to get the job done and
it is our opinion that this contributed to the acceptance of
marginal conditions under which to burn.

Recommendations

1. Strengthen the procedures for making adjustments of targets
and financing from one forest to another within the Region when
local differences in weather conditions provide some forests

better opportunities than others for meeting the Region's goals.

2. Propose to the Chief considerations in future annual work
plamning for the deletion of targets and returning of financing
in situations where weather conditions would create a potential
for failure of the project or require the land manager to
attempt the project under less than reasonable conditions.
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III. THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE IN FIRE MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

The report identifies a number of deficiencies in meeting
standards. This type of work has been done successfully in the
past a number of times on this forest and this district and line
officers must assure through a closer system of inspections and
other administrative tools that, in the future, the job be done
as well as we know how to do it. Some of the facts identified
in this investigation indicate that there are some immediate
changes which could be made which would reduce the potential for
an accident of this type to happen again.

They are as follows:

Recommendations

1. Place an experienced observer in the contract air detection
aircraft when the Fire Danger Rating is "High" or above if the
pilot is not a qualified observer.

A pilot who was inexperienced in fire suppression was
unable to provide the type of information needed in
selecting suppression tactics. A similar situation
occurred a year ago on another district on the
Huron-Manistee NF.

2. Review the capabilities of the 6x6 tanker and establish
policy on how it will be used, required crew size and its
relationship to other pieces of equipment on the fire.

Three men are usually considered a minimum crew for a tanker of
this size (Tank Truck Operator, Nozzleman and Crewman).

This tanker is capable of forcing its way through sapling
to small pole size timber stands but this practice leaves
little margin for error or equipment breakdown. Standard
procedures might include working pumper and tractor within
sight of each other. Consider safety of equipment
operators, damage to the equipment itself and value of
resources at risk.

3. Identify alternative methods for providing a basic
prescribed fire and suppression force on the forest who are
fully qualified for their assignments.

An analysis made during this investigation indicated that
a high percentage of the qualification and procedure
standards were met, but a few individuals had not
completed training or did not meet physical fitness
requirements.

Dispatching organization and procedures appear to need the
most attention.
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4. Designate a radio frequency which may be used as a clear
channel for prescribed fire and fire suppression tactical
activities.

Radio communication was provided the prescribed fire team
but the frequency became crowded during and after the
transition to suppression action. Heavy radio traffic is
normal during a developing fire emergency. The capability
to separate support traffic from tactical traffic will
improve the safety and efficiency of both functions.

Suspension of routine administrative traffic on the
regular administrative net will provide additional service.

5. Review training materials and procedures and assure that
basic tactical procedures and standards are presented with
reference to local fuel conditions.

The rule "keep a black line behind you" was not adhered to
by management, the tractor operator or the tanker crew in
flanking the north side of the fire. Recognition that the
line could not be held in this fuel type came too late. A
gsimilar situation occurred on the Huron-Manistee during
the 1979 fire season.

6. Use the principles of fire behavior as a basis for locating

control lines and block boundaries.
The location of uncut aesthetic areas on the topography
resulted in building some control line in indefensible '
locations. If the boundaries of uncut areas cannot be
located properly from a fire control standpoint, the
control lines should be located properly and some areas
left untreated.

7. Work with Fire Research and Michigan DNR to determine
whether a sudden substantial change in relative humidity can be
predicted as a result of weather information presently in use.
If it cannot be predicted, establish weather observation
procedures which would measure it.

The sudden drop in relative humidity (80% - 23% between
0900 and 1100) was probably a major contributor to the
unexpected behavior of the fire during the morning of May
5. A single weather observation taken at the site would
not have detected it. If this phenomenon can be expected
to cause future problems, it may be necessary to assign
one individual the responsibility for a series of weather
observations taken at short intervals.
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Accident Investigation Team
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Fire Qualification, Training and Experience Records
Swiderski

Il Position Description and Correction Notice to
Position Description

I2 Form 227, Fire Job Qualification, Experience and’
Training -

I3 Erickson's 5/31/78 letter to files showing
completion of "Effective Radio Use" programmed text

I4  Letter of 10/17/79 from Swiderski and four others-
questioning Western fire detail policies and .
practices of Huron-Manistee NF

I5 Huron-Manistee NF, Fire Staff Officer Reedy's
2/28/80 reply to 10/17/79 letter from five Mio

employees

ISA  Forest Supervisor Mann's 8/14/80 letter establishing
Huron-Manistee NF Inter—Regional Fire Crew.

16 Tom Bates' statement of 5/7/80 on Swiderski's Heavy
Equipment Training

I7 Don Stagg's statement of 5/9/80 on Swiderski's
scheduled tractor qualification test.

I8 Form SF-47, Physical Fitness Inquiry for Motor
Vehicle Operators

I9 Form AD 184, Application for Motor Vehicle
Operator's I.D. Card

I10 - Form R9-7100-17, Incidental Driver's Road Test Score
Sheet

I11 Form HM-7130-8, Consent for Driving Record Check

I12 Form R9-7130-37, Written Test for Crew Carrier
Drivers :

I13 Form R9-7100-27, Written Test - All Wheel Drive

I14 Form R9-7130-31, Written Test for All Motor Vehicle
Drivers

I15 Form R9-7130-43, Written Test for Wheel Tractor
Operator



I16 Form PS 2480, Postal Service Driving Record

117 Form PS 2485, U.S. Postal Service Certificate of

' Medical Examination

I18 Form SF 78, U. S. Civil Service Commission
Certificate of Medical Examination (for Biological
Technician) with attached audiogram and 3/27/78 note
of Personnel Clerk Pam Powell

I19 Minutes of several Mio District Safety Meetings.

120 AD-278, Supervisor's Report of Accident, 5/4/78

Bates

I21 Form SF-227, Fire Job Qualification, Experience and
Training Record, 3/5/80

122 PForm SF-227, Fire Job Qualification, Experience and
Training Record, 3/12/79 with Reedy's 5/8/79 speed
memo. -

I23 Forms AD-295, Record of Formalized Training:
- March 5, 1971, Nat'l. Adv. Fire Prevention
- May 1, 1970, R-3 Helitack Foreman
- Pebruary 6, 1970, R-3 Fire Dispatcher's Workshop

I24 Form AD-281 Request, Authorization and Record of
Training in Business Management Principles 6/6/79

I25 William Gardner's 2/20/79 6140 letter to files
showing Bates' completion of Orientation Session om
4x4 Wheeled Tractors 1/23/79

126 Form SF-47, U.S. Gov't. Motor Vehicle Operator's
I.D. Card, 10/11/78, Expires 10/1/81

I27 Form SF-~171, Personal Qualifications Statement,
8/2/78

128 Prescott NF Supervisor D. C. MacIntyre's 12/2/69 .
letter of commendation with attached Statement of
Accomplishments

Bosman
I29 Form SF-227, Fire Job Qualification, Experience and

Training Record, 3/17/80
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ACCIDENT BRIEF

This accident occurred on May 5, 1980 after a prescribed burn
escaped on the Mio District, Huron—-Manistee National Forests,
Michigan. The prescribed burn area was immediately west of
north-south State Highway M-33. Fuels were jack pine slash, mainly
in scattered piles from tree length pulpwood logging in 1978,
grass, ferns, blueberries and other low vegetation. Year old
double plow lines plus short sections of additional new plow line
surrounded the area. The plan was to do a perimeter burn along the
east edge roughly parallel to M-33 to develop wide burned out area,
followed by a head fire from the west edge. The written plan
called for mid-afternoon burn. Plan for this day was to start
burning at 9 a.m. and be completed by noon. Eleven men plus a John
Deere 450 tractor—-plow, a 1,000 gallon 6x6 tanker, a 125.gallon 4x4
slip-on tanker, a tilt-bed truck and two pickups, all radio
equipped, were the burn crew and equipment.

A wild fire the previous day forced postponement of preparatlons
for the burn until the day of burn. Consequently, ignition planned
for 9 a.m. was delayed. Weather measurements were taken on site
at 9:45 a.m. Burning index was not calculated. Wind was west at
10 mph, temperature 740 and relative humidity 37Z. These

readings were seen as being within the prescribed limits listed on
the plan. The measurements would have been within limits
prescribed for a mid-afternoon burn had they been obtained at
mid-afternoon. The 5/4/80 AFFIRMS forecast and the National
Weather Service forecast at 9 a.m. May 5, 1980 predicted relative
humidity 23-40% and wind SW-W 10-15 mph, gusting to 20 for
mid-afternoon with a weak cold front passing through between 3:00
p.m. and 5:00 p.m. and winds shifting to northwest.

Ignition was at 10:26 a.m. Three small spot fires over the line
were easily controlled by the two tankers and ground crew. Head
firing started after the perimeter fire had progressed about 1,000
feet. Shortly thereafter, fire spotted over the line a fourth

time, this time into an area left uncut along the highway for
aesthetic purposes. The tractor-plow, 1,000 gallon tanker and ‘o
ground people controlled this spot ‘fire wlth more difficulty than
experienced in the first three spots. PFiring stopped each time
until the spot fires wére controlled.

Two more small spot fires developed north of the aesthetic area.
They were readily controlled by the tractor-plow and 1,000 gallon
tanker.

During this phase the 125 gallon tanker had been pulled off a stump
by the tractor and later, when it stalled, had been rescued by the
tractor from the head fire.



About the time the tractor pulled the stalled 125 gallon tanker
free, spot fire seven developed in a second aesthetic area about
600 feet north of the first. This was not controlled. Fire,
probably from the aesthetic area, spotted across the highway into
uncut sapling and pole size jack pine.

"By 12:15 p.m. one or two and possibly three spot fires had started

on the east side of M~33. The tractor and ground crew had
controlled one when the Fire Boss called tractor to the second.

The tractor, followed by a helper, and they in turn followed by the
1,000 gallon tanker, started a flanking attack on the north side of
the second fire. This soon evolved into a flanking attack on the
north side of the escaped fire which was now crowning and moving
east and rapidly building to a rate of about two miles per hour.

The tractor helper decided the fire had escaped and returnmed to the
highway to propose he go aloft as observer in the contract
aircraft. Tractor and tanker continued east, plowing and laying
down wet line.

After about one quarter mile of plowing through dense jack pine
saplings and poles the tractor lifted its plow and made a left
U-turn, eventually heading west. The tanker passed the tractor.
There was visual contact between the operators but no radio
contact. The tractor then turned, in place, back to the east and
started to plow again, now following the tanker and leaving open
line behind him. The plow, moving slower than the tanker,
apparently gradually fell behind. About a half mile east of M-33
the tractor.raised the plow, left the tanker line and moved north
80 feet or so again leaving open line behind him. There he turmned
easterly and plowed on arc for 200 feet, gradually heading toward
the tanker line. At the end of the arc he raised the plow, turned
northeasterly and travelled 115 feet. He left the tractor there.

After the tanker passed the tractor, it continued east making wet
line. About 1/8 mile east of where the tractor stopped, the tanker
crew Padioced it was too hot and they were turning north to get away
from the fire. The fire made a strong, though relatively brief run
to the north, apparently due to a wind shift. The tanker, and
probably the tractor, found itself in the path of the fire.

The tanker was able to escape to the north and northwest and
eventually back to M-33. The tractor location and surrounding area
were over-run by the fire. The tractor operator's body was found
276 feet northeast of the tractor. He died of pulmonary inhalation
burns with severe acute pulmonary edema and hemorrhage.

The Fire Behavior Analysis portion of the Mack Lake Fire Analysis
Report, Dale Gorman, Team Leader, is part of this report.

Refer to the complete Fire Analysis Report for further
substantiating information.






II.

ACCIDENT FINDINGS

The regeneration of jack pine for Kirtland's Warbler nesting-site
development and for establishment of the next rotation normally
involves prescribed burning. The Crane Lake prescribed burn was
part of this program.

1. Crane Lake prescribed burn plan was written for FY 1979.
Unfavorable weather conditions prevented accomplishment of burn in
1979. Rescheduled for any day in April 1980, it was postponed due
to unfavorable weather. May 5th was the next target date.

2. The plan decided on by Ranger Bosman, with the advice of his
staff, was to start prescribed burn at 9 a.m., 5/5/80 and finish by
noon, before the weather changed as predicted by AFFIRMS and >7‘
National Weather Service to occur in mid-afternoon.

3. AFFIRMS predicted worsening conditions for mid-aftermoon of
5/5/80:

Temperature 71 Spread Component for C Model/Q Model 20/33
RH 40 Energy Release Component 9/27
Wind 16 NW Burning Index 33/69
1 Hr timelag fuels—-7 Ignition Component 34/32

10 Hr timelag fuels-12

(C&Q - Fuel Models)
National Weather Service 5/5/80 9 am prediction was: Weak cold
front moving SE from U.P. expected between 3-5 pm. Wind shift
W-NW, 10-15 mph, gusts 20, 30%2 chance thunder storm, maximum
temperature 820, minimum humidity 18-23.

4. Written prescribed burn plan called for buran to start in
mid-afternoon. Desirable pre~burn weather factors on the day of
the burn were:

Air Temp. 450

Wind West, 5-10 m.p.h.

Days since last measurable rain 2-5
Special weather forecast needed? Yes.
Relative Humidity 25-50%

SI Fuel Sticks 9-15 (BI 15-30, Model Q)

5. Weather measurements made by firing crew on the Crane Lake
site at 9:45 a.m. E.D.T., 5/5/80:

Air Temp. 740

Wind W, 10 m.p.h.

Days since measurable rain - 4

Spot weather forecast was obtained.

Relative Humidity 37%

SI Fuel Sticks (not on the site)

BI was not calculated

a2 S b i oI



National Weather Service predicted weather for 9 am 5/5/80 at
the burn site was:

Air Temp. 640 at 1,000 feet
Wind SW-W, 6-10 mph
Relative Humidity 35%

6. Job Hazard Analysis of 6/26/79 for the "Fire Control and
Use" job or subtask of Wildlife Habitat Improvement Projects
requires the following personal protective equipment: fire
shirts, eye protection, protective mask (for equipment

 operators), hard hat, gloves. (The Health and Safety Code '

dated 6/79 also requires fire resistant trousers and fire
shelters for fire line work.)

7. A full complement of personal protective equipment was
available to all fire line personnel. Personal protective
equipment worn by burning crew was:

Bosman: Fire shirt, fire pants, hardhat, gloves, goggles

-~ Bates: Fire shirt, cotton pants, hardhat, gloves

Swiderski: Fire shirt, cotton pants, hardhat, gloves
(possibly shelter¥*)

Harnois:- Pire shirt, fire pants, hardhat, gloves, shelter¥*
Hahn: Fire shirt, cotton pants, hardhat, gloves, goggles,
shelter*

Marzolo: Fire shirt, cotton pants, hardhat, gloves,
goggles, shelter¥

Batavia: Fire shirt, fire pants, hardhat, goggles, shelter*
Dick Lord: Fire shirt, cotton pants, hard hat, gloves

Tom Sadler: Fire shirt, fire pants, hard hat, gloves,
goggles

Gordon Haase: Fire shirt, cotton pants, hard hat, gloves,
goggles

Greg Stevens: Fire shirt, jeans, hard hat, gloves, goggles
* Fire shelter on tanker or plow

8. On Sunday, May 4, a fire shelter was on tractor 5-4,
secured behind the operator in an area over the left shoulder.
(See Baker witness statement)

9., Prescribed burn was ignited at 10:26 a.m. This was a

-delay from intended starting time of 9 a.m. Delay was due to

placing two 300-gallon water bladders at pre-designated
locations for use in refilling tankers. Setting out these
bladders was planned for Sunday 5/4, but a wildfire om Sunday
kept the crews occupied until too late to set them out.

10. Toward north end of burn inside the plowline (i.e. west
of plowline) but fairly close to the line, there were some
slash piles. The area between the plow line and M-33 was
almost entirely free of slash.




11. Because of the aesthetic areas, plow line was located on a
side hill facing the wind which is not a defensible position.

12. Swiderski's radio worked at least until the time he
started plowing east from M-33 because, when he was finishing
second plowline around the first spot across M-33, Bates
radioed him to move north if he could leave the spot and
Swiderski radioed he just about had a double line around the
spot and would do so. :

13. Bates assigned Bosman to go with Swiderski when he started
his attempt to plow line around second spot fire east of M-33.

14. When Swiderski left M-33 he started plowing east. Bates
told him to start more northeasterly, "give it lots of elbow
room, don't crowd it, the pumper is right on your heels."

15. After Swiderski left M-33 he gradually curved toward the
south, then curved back east and north to the power line.

16. Bosman followed Swiderski to the power line.

17. Newspaperman Jim Davisson, Oscoda County News, engaged
Bosman in discussion of fire while they stood on power line
right of way. Swiderski continued to plow, eastward.
1000-gallon tanker followed plowline at some distance behind
the tractor.

18. While he stood on power line clearing, Bosman decided fire
was larger then they thought and aerial observation was

needed. Pilot in patrol plane was inexperienced so Bosman went
back to M~33 to discuss need with fire boss Bates.

19. Bates assigned Bosman to aircraft as observer. No
assignment was made to replace Bosman as Swiderski's helper.

20. About one-quarter mile east of M-33, tractor lifted plow
and circled back to north and west leaving open line. Tanker
passed tractor at that point; tractor then turned east and
followed tanker, leaving open line behind.

21. About 250 feet east of where tanker passed tractor,

tractor plowed a circle north of the line; tanker continued
east; tractor then continued plowing east in the tanker track.

22. About 800 east of place where tractor plowed the circle
north of line, tractor raised plow and moved about 80 feet
north leaving open line. Tractor then plowed an arc easterly
for about 200 feet.



23. Tractor lifted plow and blade at east end of arc and went
north easterly about 115 feet. Tractor was found at this point.

24. Tractor was found with ignition off; range selector in
neutral; gear selector in second gear; throttle in full open

position.

25. There was no indication of tractor failure. Bill Bdker,
regular tractor operator, started the tractor on May 9. On May
10, he and Tom Bates chained up the plows and Baker drove the
tractor back to Highway 33.

26. No radio transmissions from tractor were heard after he
crossed the power line.

27. Tractor microphone was found hanging down from radio
mounted overhead on underside of canopy. Microphone securing
stud was not in radio bracket.

28. Amplified radio loudspeaker in tractor was in "ON"
position when viewed by investigators.

29. Tractor was not hung up on stump or debris.

30. Body was found 276 feet north 26° east of tractor.

31. Hard hat, wallet, keys, glasses, and candy bars were found
between tractor and body and within 60 feet of body.

32. Autopsy report shows death as a result of pulmonary

inhalation burns with severe acute pulmonary edema and
hemorrhage. ’

33. On Sunday, previous to fire, tractor was in good
mechanical condition, per Bill Baker statement.

34, Estimates of working speeds of Mio tractor, 5-4 and 6x6
tanker 5-2 by Fire Researcher Dick Blank are: :
Tractor 3 mph
Tanker 4-5 mph

35. Prescribed Burn Plan called for seven portable radios and
five mobile radios. Radios on the Crane Lake Prescribed Burn
and on the early stages of the Mack Lake Fire, 5/5/80, all in
working condition except as noted, were:

e



Portable Radios Mobile Radios and Types of Equipment
Bosman 5-2 1,000-gallon tanker

Lord 5-3 1/2-ton pickup

Bates* 5~4 Tiltbed truck

Haase 5-4 Tractor

Sadler 5-5 125-gallon tanker

5-6 6-passenger pickup

When Bosman went to the airport to become aerial observer he
left his radio with Bates whose radio had "conked out".

36. All members of the prescribed burn crew met qualification
requirements for their assignments with the following
exceptions:
a. Most did not have the basic course in firing equipment.
b. Swiderski was not a licensed tractor operator. He had
received formal training and had experience on prescribed and
wild fires. He and examiner Donald Stagg had scheduled a
tractor-plow certification test for the week of 5/5/80.
¢. All met physical fitness requirements except:
Step Test Score
Bosman 39
Lord 33

37. The 10 Standard Firefighting Orders are as follows:

1. Keep informed on fire weather conditions and forecasts.

2. Know what your fire is doing at all times--observe
personally, use scouts. .

3. Base all action on current and expected behavior of
fire.

4, Have escape routes for everyone and make them known.

5. Post a lookout when there is possible danger.

6. Be alert, keep calm, think clearly, act decisively.

7. Maintain prompt communication with your men, your
boss, and adjoining forces.

8. Give clear instructions and be sure they are
understood.

9. Maintain control of your men at all times.

10. Fight fire aggressively but provide for safety first.

Analysis of Action in Relation to 10 Standard Firefighting
Orders

1. The prescribed burning overhead took minimum weather
measurements on the site and they knew the National Fire
Danger Rating System forecast for mid-afternoon. Use of the
Texas Instruments 59 calculator at time of firing would have
provided additional information. The rapid drop in relative
humidity at Mio (80% - 23% between 0900 and 1100) appears to
have been a major contributor to rapidly changing fire

" behavior. It would probably not have been detected under
normal firing procedures.



2. When the fire escaped the overhead realized that they
needed better information and assigned an observer to fly
with the detection aircraft.

3. A flanking action was taken based on expected eastward
movement of a fire too large for frontal attack.

4, Fire Boss's instructions to tractor operator "give it
plenty of room, don't crowd it" were based on safety
consideration. Specific escape routes were not discussed.

5. Part of tractor helper duties include those of lookout.
Helper was not assigned full time to F.S. tractor. Helper
was assigned full time to contractor.

6. The Fire Boss made specific assignments for suppression
action and called for help.

7. Radio communication was operational at beginning of wild
fire but the single frequency became crowded when fire
crowned and ran.

8. During the transition from prescribed fire to wildfire,
instructions were given quickly and not in much detail.
They were short term instructions dealing with immediate
situations with little reference to the overall situationm.

9. After receiving initial, brief instructions, the 6x6
tanker and the tractor operated largely on their own. They
were not in complete control of the Fire Boss due to
distance and difficulty in use of a crowded radio frequency.

10. District personnel fought the fire aggressively,
particularly in this transition from prescribed fire to
wildfire. Instructions to individuals were lacking in long
range safety considerations. The individuals themselves
appeared to be engrossed in suppression action and not
continually assessing the hazards of the particular jobs.



38. On April 10, 1980 the subjects covered at the regular
safety session were the 10 Standard Fire orders, use of fire
shelter including the film "Your Way Out" and a discussion of
dangerous fire line conditioms.

39. The fire danger adjective rating for Fuel Model Q is as
follows: '
Rating - Low Moderate High High-High Very High Extreme
Index 0~-17 18-34 35-49 50-68 69-88 89+

Fuel Model Q best fits the fuel type in which the prescribed
fire and the wild fire occurred.

40. A report dated 5/20/80 from the Michigan State Police
Laboratory indicated that the piece of charred aluminum found
in the tractor was not identical to material in the fire
shelter.






III.

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT SEQUENCE

This accident occurred on May 5, 1980 after the Crane Lake
prescribed burn escaped on the Mio District, Huron-Manistee
National Forests about four miles south of Mio, Michigan. The
escaped fire killed James L. Swiderski, age 29, Mio District
Biological Technician and, on this fire, traccor-plow operator.
Two other firefighters were injured, neither severly. One
private person suffered burns on arms and face. The fire burnt
24,790 acres and destroyed 44 summer homes and permanent
residences. -

Jack pine pulpwood had been tree length logged from the 186-acre
Crane Lake prescribed burn area in early 1978. Through an
oversight, in the timber. sale contract the timber sale operator
was not required to lop and scatter slash at the felling site.
Whole trees were skidded to central processing points where they
were limbed and bucked. Through an arrangement with the sale
operator the skidders picked up bunches of slash and dropped
them on the way back to cutting area for the next load of

trees. The result was piles of slash scattered generally over
the area and for the most part widely separated. Two clusters
of slash piles were near the east plow line in the northeast
part of burning Unit la. Other fuels were widely scattered
seedling and sapllng jack pine, grasses, fern, blueberry and
other low vegetatlon.

The objectives of the Crane Lake burm in the written plan were
three: Kirtland's Warbler (an endangered species) habitat
development, fuel reduction, and site preparation for jack pine
machine planting. The burn area was west of the north-south
Michigan State Highway M—~33. An unburmed strip 200-300 feet
wide was to be left between the burn and the highway. Three
small (2-5 acres, estimated) areas of standing mature jack pine
timber had been left at intervals between the highway and the
proposed burn for aesthetic purposes.

The target was to do the prescribed burn in the Spring of 1979.
Tractor-plow lines each about five feet wide had been plowed
around the entire area. A northeast-southwest Forest Road (No.
4168) divided the area roughly in halves. A northwest-southeast
plow-line and a northwest-southeast two—track further divided
the area so that there were five burning blocks, three in the
northeast Unit I and two in southeast Unit II. In Unit I new
plow lines were made in two locations to widen the unburned area
between the burn and the highway (See maps). Topography is
rolling not precipitous. The intent was to prepare a backfire
against the wind followed by head fire across the area after a
safe burned out zone had been provided. All fuels one inch and
less in diameter were to be consumed. The project was expected
to take 3 to 5 hours.



Unfavorable weather prevented burning in 1979. Rescheduled for
any day in April, 1980, the burn had to be postponed because of
poor weather. Favorable weather conditions made May 5th the
next target day.

The written plan called for a mid-afternoon burn. Desirable
preburning weather factors were:

Air temperature 450+ Relative humidity  25-50%
Wind direction W Velocity 5-10
Days since measurable rain 2-5 SI Fuel Sticks 9-15

(BT 15-30 Model Q)
Special weather forecast needed? Yes If so when? Day of burn

Aircraft and observer to locate spot-fires were planned. Crew
size was not specified but organization was to include: Fire
boss, two firing bosses, two pumper bosses, two tractor bosses
and "YACC crew bosses and crews with hand tools" (number not
specified). Equipment needed was not specified but by inference
from crew organization and items 14, 15 and 16 of Prescribed
Burning Unit Plan it included two tractor-plows and a power
wagon (presumably a tanker), torches and hand tools. DNR,
Sheriff amd State Police were to be notified. Equipment on site
was John Deere 450 tractor-plow, 1,000-gallon 6x6 tanker,
125-gallon 4x4 slip-on tanker, two pickups and a tiltbed truck.

An AFFIRMS (AF) forecast for mid-afternoon 5/5/80 was received
on 5/4/80. A special weather forecast for the area was
requested from National Weather Service (NWS) and was received
shortly after 9:00 the morning of the burn. Weather measured on
site at 9:45 a.m. May 5th, and weather forecasts by AFFIRMS and
National Weather Service for 5/5/80 on the site were:

9:45 am " AF for
Measurement Mid-
Weather Components on site Afternoon NWS
Air temperature 7407 71°F 10 'am 6407
12-2 pm 72-760F
Wind direction - W NW 10 am SW-W
12-2 pm SW-W
3-5 pm W-NW
(Shift)
Wind Velocity 5-10 mph 16 10 am 6-10
12-2 pm 10-16/20 G*
3-5 pm 10-15/20 G*
Days since
Measureable rain 4
Relative humidity 372 402 10 am 35%
. 12-2 pm 23%
Burning Index Not
calculated 33 C Model
69 Q Model

* G 20 = Gusting to 20 mph
NWS forecast a weak cold front to pass through area between 3 pm and
5 pm with winds shifting to west-northwest 10-15, G-20.



Crew assigned to prescribed burn, their burn assignments, fire
qualifications (Red Card Rating) and regular positions on the

district are shown in Exhibit D6. Listed below are crew names
and burn assignments:

Tom Bates, Fire Boss

Jim Swiderski, Tractor—plow operator (John Deere 450 with
hydraulically operated V-blade mounted forward and M1ch1gan Fire
plow at the rear)

Mike Harnois, Tank Truck Operator (1000 gallon 6x6)

Tom Hahn, Tank Truck Crewman (1000 gallon 6x6)

Randy Marzolo, Tank Truck Operator (125 gallon 4x4)

Dave Batavia, Tank Truck Crewman (125 gallon 4x4)

Dick Lord, Firing Boss (Torchman)

Ven Bosman, Firing Crewman (Torchman)

Gordy Haase, Crew Boss

Greg Stevens, Firefighter

Tom Sadler, Firefighter

Plan for the day had been to ignite burn at 9 am and finish by

"noon. But a wildfire on Sunday, May 4th forced a postponement

of final preparations for the burn until the day of the burm.
The plan had been to place two 300-gallon rubber water bladders,
or tanks, on the burn site on Sunday for use in refilling tanker
tanks. The wildfire Sunday occupied the crew until so late they
were unable to set out the bladders. They had to place them,
£fill them and refill the 1000-gallon tanker Monday morning.

This delayed ignitiom.

After measuring the weather at 9:45 am and discussing the -
situation with his staff, Ranger Bosman decided to start the /
burn. A test fire was not made. Ignition of the perimeter fire
was at about 10:26 at the southeast cormer of Block Ia. The
early moments of the burn were considered the test fire. Bosman
and Lord continued burning north along the east plowline. Three
small spot fires occurred east of and adjacent to the line about
400 to 600 feet worth of ignition point. The tankers and ground
crew controlled these easily. Firing stopped until the spot
fires were controlled. Shortly after the third spot was
extinguished Lord walked back to ignition point and prepared to
start the head fire. Bosman continued to fire inside the east
line.

Shortly after Lord went back, the permimeter fire jumped the
line for the fourth time, this time in one of the small areas
left uncut for aesthetic purpose. Mio 5-4, the tractor-plow,
and Mio 5-2 the 1000-gallon tanker and possibly Mio 5-5, the
125-gallon tanker, plus the ground crew controlled this spot a
little less easily than the first three spots. Mio 5-4 plowed a
line around it and it spotted over that line. Mio 5-4 plowed
around that second part of spot fire four, then for good measure
plowed another line around the entire double spot. Firing
stopped while this spot fire was being controlled.



About this time the Fire Boss directed the 125-gallon tanker to
move north past the aesthetic strip and through a low draw back
toward the highway and up on a hill where it could cover the
northeast side of the burn.

Fire Boss then walked back to ignition point to confer with Lord
on how to conduct the head fire. |

In sttempting to move to the h111t0p, the 125-gallon tanker got
hung up on a stump. -

When the Fire Boss saw this he told Marzolo, the 125-gallon
tanker operator, to run up and get the tractor to pyll him

free. While the tractor was on its way, the tanker crew wet N
down the burning, grass as the perimeter fire approached the

. tanker.

When Fire Boss Bates saw that the tanker was free, he told Lord
to start the head fire moving northwest along the southwest edge
of unit Ia and using his judgement on how fast to fire. Bates
then went back to the perimeter burn.

Spot fires five and six developed north of the aesthetic area.
They were controlled by the 1000-gallon' tanker and tractor plow
without any difficulty. Piring stopped while these spot fires
were controlled. : .

After the 125-gallon tanker was pulled free from the stump it
then tried to get to Forest Road #4168 on the west side of Unit
Ia between it and Ic intending to follow it around the north
side of the burn to reach the hilltop on the east. On the way,
while it paused for the crewman to remove obstacles, it stalled
several times. Finally it would not start. Marzolo radioed the
Fire Boss that his vehicle would not start. Lord couldn't see
the tanker and had continued firing the head fire. Bosman
continued firing the perimeter fire and was now moving northwest
and then north along the west edge of the second aesthetic

area. The 1000-gallon tanker and tractor—-plow and ground crew
waited north of the first aesthetic strip for any more spots
which might occur. Marzolo and Crewman Batavia checked for
disconnected or broken connections under the hood of the
125-gallon tanker. Bates checked the water tank and found it
empty from use on the spot fires and the flames which threatened
it while it was hung up on the stump. Bates called Swiderski to
come pull the small tanker out of danger. N

(Sometime near this time and specifically at 11:42 am om the Mio
District Log, Bates asked for a Sheriff's patrol to help with
traffic due to the heavy smoke on M-33.)

In response to Bates' call, Swiderski came down from the
northeast side of the burn and pulled the tanker up onto Forest
Road #4168 as the fire started to burn the grass under the rear
bumper,. A short time later a logger driving on F.R. #4168
jumped the tanker's battery and got the tanker started.



About this time the perimeter fire spotted over the line the
seventh time, this time into the northern aesthetic area. It
moved rapidly east through this residual stand toward M-33.
Harnois, in the 1000-gallon tanker, radioed Bates (at 12:06 pm
according to Mio dispatcher log) that they had a big spot headed
for the highway. Harmois and Hahn saw they could not comntrol it
from their position adjacent to the plowline and drove east to
M-33 to try to put it out as it came to the highway. Meanwhile
Swiderski, from where he pulled the small tanker to safety,
drove the tractor across the unburned area and started plowing
along the north flank of the spot fire. Bosman walked with him
as his helper. (Somewhere here we assume Bates asked for more
help from the Sheriff because Mio District log shows that at
12:08 Mio District asked for another patrol.)

Bates drove north along M-33 in Mio pick up 5-3 and saw that the
fire was burning dowm the bank -(back slope) on the lee side of
the aesthetic strip, on the west side of the highway. The big
pumper knocked it down. Bates sent Haase and his two crewmen to -
the east side of M-33 to watch for spot fires. They picked up
one in the woods above the back slope so Bates directed the
1000-gallon tanker to-get a line (hose) on it, which they tried
to do. In attacking this spot fire they tried to drive at an
angle up the slope but were not able to do so because of their
angled, across-slope approach and resultant lack of tractionm.

About this time Swiderski reached the highway with his plow line
along the north flank of the fire in the aesthetic area.

(Bosman went back briefly to see whether the line held. Fire
had crossed the line so he returned east to M-33). Bates
directed Swiderski to work on the spot fire across the highway,
which he did. He started in on the north edge at the top to the
back slope, plowed around to the right about a quarter-acre and
returned to the back slope south of where he went in. He then
turned back and plowed a second line outside the first. Haase
and his crew patrolled behind him.

Meanwhile a second spot fire developed north of the first,

Bates radioed Swiderski to ask if he could move up to the second
spot. Swiderski responded he was just finishing the double line
and would do so. About this time Dick Lord suggested the
125-gallon tanker should go to Mio to refill its water tank and
check the ignition (stalling) problem. Bates said OK and the
emall tanker left for Mio.

When Swiderski reached the second spot Bates directed him to
start plowing along the north side of the fire, which was in
fairly dense jack pine saplings and poles. Swiderski started to
plow too close to the fire and Bates told him not to crowd it;
"to give it plenty of elbow room, the pumper is right on your
heels." He held Swiderski up a moment while he assigned Bosman
to go with him as helper.



Swiderski plowed easterly a hundred feet or so and then, when he
reached an open area, curved right, as though he were trying to
encircle the spot. After amother éouple of hundred feet he
gradually turned left and kept turning until he was headed
approximately north - northeast. Bosman followed. Swiderski
continued plowing this way through grass and scattered jack pine
until he reached an east-west power line 200 to 400 feet north.
There he raised the plow, crossed the power line, then turmed
and plowed east along the north 31de of the power line
right-of-way.

About this time (between 12:20 and 12:47 in Mio dispatcher's
log) Bates started calling for reinforcements including the
Tri~-Town 4x4 tanker, Floyd Moore's tractor-plow from Luzerme,
Dennis Anderson, another tanker and help from other Districts on
the Forest.

Shortly after Swiderski -and Bosman started working on the second
spot, Bates directed Harnois and Hahn to follow the tractor with
the 1 ,000-gallon tanker.

Harnois and Hahn started along the plow line and shortly
realized the fire was across that part of the line where
Swiderski had looped south. They cut across the loop, laying
wet line as they went, and intersected Swiderski's line where it
had turned and was running northerly toward the power line.

When Swiderski and Bosman were plowing east along the power line
right-of-way, Jim Davisson from the Oscoda County News appeared
and discussed the fire briefly with Bosman. Swiderski continued
plowing across a grassy open1ng with scattered jack p1ne, then
angled slightly northeast into a demse stand of jack pine
saplings and small poles. The tanker had not arrived at the
power line yet.

At this time Bosman decided the fire had escaped and needed an
aerial spotter. The contract detection aircraft was aloft but
the pllot had little fire observation experience and, in
Bosman's judgement, would probably not provide useable
information. Bosman returned to the highway to discuss the need
for aerial observation with Fire Boss Bates. Bates reassigned

. Bosman to the airplane as observer. Bosman left his portable
radio with Bates because Bates' radio had "conked out." They
stopped a passing car and it took Bosman to Mio District office
where he got a pick up and drove a mile and a half north of town
to the landing strip. The airplane picked up Bosman there and
they returned to the fire. -

About the time Bosman returned to the highway the 1000-gallon
tanker reached the power line. It followed Swiderski's line
across the power line right-of-way and then northeasterly,



gaining om the tractor plow. The two units proceeded eastward
roughly paralled to the power line and 200 - 400 feet north of
it, Swiderski plowing, Harnois driving the tanker, Hahn in the
well immediately behind the tanker cab, using a live reel hose
and water to knock down the base of the flames about 30 feet to
the right. They were fairly successful with this tactic. After
the fire, their water line was still evident with an
intermittent strip of unburned ground fuels about 30 feet south
of their line and a stringer of scorched jack pine timber above
and on both sides of the plow line where the fire was not hot
enough to consume the foliage. There were no fire fighters
burning out any constructed line.

When Bosman reached the highway to talk with Bates about the
aircraft, Floyd Moore had arrived with his tractor. After
Bosman left, Bates assigned Moore, with Dick Lord as his helper,
to plow a line along the north flank of the fire and north of
the Swiderski-Harnois-Hahn plow and wet line, The fire had
already crossed this line near the starting point so Moore and
Lord angled farther north and plowed northeasterly for
three-quarters of a mile or so, thence easterly to Road #489
north of Mack Lake.

Meanwhile, about a quarter mile east of M-33, after plowing
through dense small jack pine, Swiderski raised the fire-plow
and V-blade and made a wide U-turn to the left into a more open
area. The tanker caught up to him at this point. Harnois and
Swiderski had eye contact but did not talk in person or on the
radio. Harnois had the impression Swiderski pulled aside to let
the tanker pass.

The tanker turned north at the point where Swiderski raised his
plow, travelled about 100 feet, crossed the tracks where
Swiderski had headed west in his U~turn, then turned east and
continued making wet line. Swiderski turned in his tracks,
lowered his plow and, leaving about a 100 foot gap between the
two lines, plowed east in the track made by the tanker.

About 250 feet east, Swiderski plowed a line around an area
about 1/4-acre in size north of the line - probably a spot fire
- then continued east behind the tanker. The distance between
the two had- lengthened because of the differences in speed of
the two pieces of equipment and the time it took to plow around
the spot. They were building line through rather young, heavy
jack pine at times pushing over trees approximately 7 inches in
diameter (When working the tractor moves at about 3 mph and the
tanker at about 4-5 mph).




When the tractor was about a half mile east of the highway and
the tanker about 300 yards farther, a wind shift began pushing
the fire aggressively to the north. The tanker operator called
on his radio to the fire boss telling him that they were leaving
the line and discontinuing fire line efforts. They then
proceeded, at the best speed the tanker would make in low-low 6
wheel drive, northeast turning gradually to the north. They
stopped for a short time where they appeared to be out of
immediate danger. The fire was south of them about 200 yards
and rolling north toward them. They then radioed the fire boss
that they were out of immediate danger and would return to the
Highway 33. They continued in a northerly direction until they
picked up a little used forest trail, followed this
northwesterly to a sand two-track trail, turned west along it
and went back to the highway.

After Swiderski plowed around what we assume was a spot;fire
north of the line, he continued plowing east about 800 feet. He
then raised the plow and V-blade and turned north for about 80

. feet, leaving open line behind him, at which point he turmed

northeast and plowed an arc curving right for about 200 feet.
He then raised the plow and V-blade and moved northeast about
115 feet. There he left the tractor. His body was later found

276 feet northeast of the tractor.

After Swiderski responded to Bates request that he move north
along the highway to the second spot fire, no radio
transmissions were heard from Mio tractor. (When the
investigators examined the tractor on May 7th the radio and
amplified-microphone switches were in the '"ON" position and the
microphone was dangling indicating Swiderski may have tried to
use the radio.)

After Moore and Lord started plowing, Bates got a volunteer fire
department to hold the line. Bates then drove north a mile to
Road 489, then east two miles and south to the Mack Lake area.
The fire was obviously a major problem then. Bates was busy
trying to size up the situation, get people to evacuate the Mack
Lake area, and organize the attack on the fire.

About three-quarters of an hour after Swiderski started plowing
or roughly 1 p.m., Bates called Mio tractor. He wanted to see
where Swiderski was so he could have him move over to the Mack
Lake area and start building some effective line (Mio DNR
tractor-plow, working in the Mack Lske area, was hung on a
stump). When Swiderski didn't answer Bates felt his first sense
of alarm. He asked someone to try to reach Swiderski by radio
but does not recall who it was.

Still trying to cope with the fire problems he drove south of
Mack Lake a short way, met Tom Striker, Harrisville District
Assistant Ranger and designated him division boss on the south
side of the fire. Bates then returned to north side of the fire.



At some point during this time Marzolo and Batavia returned from
Mio with the 125-gallon tanker and worked at various jobs near
where the fire crossed M-33 initially. Bates then radioed

Marzolo to meet Dick Lord and Floyd Moore where they came out on
. Road 489. Marzolo was to give his tamker, Mio 5-5, to Lord and

reassign Batavia to work with Floyd Moore as tractor helper.
Lord was to start functioning in a new assignment as division
boss of the north side of the fire. Bates asked Marzolo to see

if he could locate Swiderski because "we still hadn't heard from

him."

Marzolo drove back to the point of origin, took a radio, two
fire shelters and a canteen and started walking east along the
plowline through the blackened but cool burned area. Marzolo
mistook Moore's line for Swiderski's and walked nearly a mile
east before the aerial observer saw the tractor and what they
thought was a person on the ground about 50 yards ahead of the
tractor location. The observer directed Marzolo back to this
point where he found Swiderski's body in an open stand of jack
pine. The surrounding area was black. Marzolo quickly checked
to determine if Swiderski was alive and determined that he was
dead. He radioed this information to the aircraft. An
ambulance was ordered and, accompanied by Marzolo and Sheriff's
Officer Willet, went into the fire area and retrieved the body.

The burn crew wore personal protective equipment (PPE) or had it
available as indicated in Exhibit D7. Bill Baker operated the
tractor-plow on Sunday May 4th and recalls that om that day a
fire shelter was attached by a bungee cord to the rear
protective screen behind the operator and over his left
shoulder. The team found bungee cord hooks on the protective
screen above the left shoulder of the operator position. No
evidence of a shelter was found on or near the tractor, between
the tractor and the body or in an area about one-half mile
square from the tractor east and north. (We theorized Swiderski
may have used the shelter or tried to and that it was blown
away. At our request Mio District people searched the half-mile
square area). With the body were found boots, gloves and
fragments of fire shirt collar, bandana, cotton trouser waist
band, and underwear waist band. - Fiberglass hardhat (with
plastic components almost completely consumed) and other
articles were found on the ground near the body as shown in
Sheriff Willet's sketch.

Dr. Harvey S. Wilks, M.D., Associate Pathologist, Kent County
Medical Examiner's Office, Grand Rapids, Michigan performed an
autopsy on May 7th. A preliminary report of autopsy shows Jim
Swiderski's death was due to pulmonary inhalation burns with
severe acute pulmonary edema and hemorrhage.

When the tractor was retrieved after the investigation the fuels
on the ground under the track pads were found to be unburnmed.
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Iv.

NAMES AND REGULAR POSITIONS OF INVESTIGATION TEAM MEMBERS:

H.P. Gibson, Regional Director, Fire and Aviation Management (Team
Leader)

Richard N. Smith, Regional Safety Manager

William Erickson, Deputy Forest Supervisor, Huron-Manistee National
Forests

Horace LaBumbard, Timber Staff Officer, Huron-Manistee National
Forests-

WHEN AND HOW ‘INVESTIGATION WAS CONDUCTED

Mio District notified Forest Supervisor Mann about 4:00 p.m. EDT,
5/5/80, that Jim Swiderski had died in the fire. Mann telephoned
available information to Regional Safety Manager Smith about 4:30
p.m., EDT. Mann then appointed Erickson and LaBumbard to begin
investigation at the Forest level as soon as possible. They
arrived at Mio by car about 7:30 that evening. Meanwhile, Smith
met with Gibson, Fiscal Management Director Gordon Marshall and
Carl Webb, Regional Personnel Officer. They decided on the
Regional Investigation Team.

On Tuesday, Gibson and Smith travelled by Forest Service aircraft
and car from the Regional Office to Mio, arriving shortly before
noon. They met with Erickson and LaBumbard immediately and
continued the investigationm.

The team met with Swiderski's brother, Robert and friend Kevin
Debrie, listened to their concerns and explained our purpose and
procedure. Later that day and during the next four days, Gibson
talked by telephone several times with Kevin or Robert to keep them
informed on what we had learned. (The team also assured them they
would have access to the team's official report.)

We interviewed the following witnesses individually in one of our
motel rooms free from noise and interruptions: Bosman, Marzolo,
Bates, Harnois, Hahn and Striker. We explained our purpose: an
objective investigation into the circumstances surrounding Jim's
death. We told each that we would like to tape record our
discussion, have it typed, have each go over his own statement,
make changes as needed and then sign the statement. Each agreed.
We then asked them to tell us their experience with the events of
that day starting with the prescribed burn and ending when they
learned of Jim's death, after which we asked questions until we
were all satisfied that we understood the statement. Signed
statements are included in this report. At various other times
during the next four days one or more of the team interviewed Lord,
Haase, Baker, Floyd Moore; and Sheriff's Officer Tom McManis, and
got their signed statements.

g



VI.

Wednesday morning, with Randy Marzolo, we looked at the prescribed
burn area, plow lines, tanker lines, tractor, location of body and
surrounding area and the tanker route. Later that day we returned
to these locations with Mike Harnois, operator of the 6x6
1,000-gallon tanker. Another day we returned to these locations
with Bill Baker, the regular operator of the tractor.

The balance of Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday were spent-in
reviewing witness statements, interviewing additional witnesses,
reviewing project work plan, job hazard analyses, prescribed burn
plan, weather data and dispatcher's log; sharing findings with
Michigan State Police detectives, gathering records of training and
experience, mapping (Wednesday Tom Hahn and an assistant made the
Initial Action map with a Redi-Mapper for the team) developing a
list of findings, telephoning information for a brief to the
Regional Office and preparing a draft summary. Friday we hired a
professional photographer to take the black and white photos which
are part of this report. On Thursday, May 15, at our request, Mio
District people searched for Swiderski's fire-shelter in a
half-mile square east and north, i.e., "down wind" from the tractor
location. We sent samples of burned material to Michigan State
Police laboratory for comparison with a fire shelter.

The team leader conferred periodically with the fire analysis team
and other team leaders.

The team separated Saturday afternoon and continued to develop the
draft report over the next few weeks. On Wednesday, Thursday, and
Friday, May 28, 29, and 30, Gibson, Smith, and Erickson met in East
Lansing, Michigan, with Team Leader Dale Gorman and members of the
Fire Analysis Team to compare information and resolve differences.

OUTSIDE EXPERTS AND COOPERATORS

The Michigan State Police are required to investigate any
accidental death. They are doing an independent investigatiom.
The Sheriff's Office was contacted as well as the Michigan DNR
Office at Mio. We hired Richard Cay, Mio professional photographer
to photograph the scene. '

1
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Origin Profile
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Appendix Cl

Photographs

13 prints of tractor-plow/tanker line, tractor-plow and body locationm,:and
surroundings.

Photo #:
1. Looking west on power line from location about 300 feet south of
east end of tractor plow-line. -
2. Effects of tanker - unburned grass and tree tops with crown-fired
trees in background.
3. Looking east along tanker path from point where tractor lifted plow
and turned north.
4, North from turning point toward tractor. Tractor visible through
trees to right of photo.
5. Front view of tractor.
6. Full view of tractor.
7. Looking ahead of tractor in direction of body.
8. Back of tractor showing tools and antenna.
9. Finger points at melted metal from air-cleaner cartridge. Visible
near top of photo are dangling hooks from bungee cord which secured
fire shelter to protective screen behind operator.
10. View of ignition, throttle, gear selector, and range selector.
Ignition "Off"; throttle at "full throttle'; gear selector in
___"2nd"; range selector in "neutral". _
11. Radio mounted overhead under tractor canmopy (finger points at loudspeaker
*  switch in "on" position. Note microphone support stud is not in bracket
on right side of radio.)
12. Personal effects (not in locations where found by Marzolo and Sheriff.)
13. Location of body (marked with branch in front of person standing at right).
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Effects of tanker - unburned grass and tree tops with crown-fired

in background.
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Looking east along tanker path from point where
and turned north.

tractor lifted plow



Tractor visible through

North from turning point toward tractor.

trees to right of photo.
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Front view of tractor.



Full view of tractor.
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Looking ahead of tractor in direction of body.



Back of tractor showing tools and antenna.



Finger points at melted metal from air-cleaner cartridge. Visible
near top of photo are dangling hooks from bungee cord which secured
fire shelter to protective screen behind operator.




10.

View of ignition, throttle, gear selector, and range selector.
Ignition "Off'"; throttle at '"full throttle"; gear selector in
"2nd"; range selector in ''meutral”.



11.

Radio mounted overhead under tractor canopy (finger points at loudspeaker
switch in "on'" position. Note microphone support stud is not in bracket
on right side of radio.)



Personal effects

(not in locations where found by Marzolo and Sheriff.)
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in front of person standing at right).
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Appenesx C2
O]

Mio 5-2 .
Mio 5-2
éogo%gailon 1000-gallon
x6 lanker 6x6 Tanker

Mio 5-3
4x2 Dodge %-ton p.u. with 8'bed



APPEND/x C2L

Mio 5-4 °

Tilt-Bed )
4x6 (Hauled Mio 5-4 tractor)

Mio 5-4
Tilt-Bed
4x6 (Hauled Mio 5-4 tractor)

Mio 5-5
4x4 chev E.u. .
w/125-gallon slip-on tank

Mio 5-5
4x4 chev p.u.
w/125-gallon slip-on tank
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DAILY LOG (Continuation of R9-5120-8)
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Time

Message
(Person to Station)

Bearing

(24 Hour)  From

To

Record of Conversation (such as time tower manned, time of arrival of
forces, control of fire, and log of oa:ow\bmnausmse fire activity.)
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF CONNERCTE

ws £omwm B FIRE WEATH ER(SPECIAL FORECAsa»R EQUEST N

{2-7%)
Pres By WSOM D-41 NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
(See reverse for instructions)

REQUESTING AGENCY WiLL FURNISH:
1. NAME OF FIRE OR OTHER PROJECT

Ofe/-h/( Lace

REQUEST MADE

2. CONTROL AGENCY 3

L)SFS. Time ¥ /OO DATE{/{/Jo

6. EXPOSURE (NE. E.

4. LOCATION (By 1/4 Sec = Sec = Twp - Range) 5, DRAINAGE NAME
SE, etc.)

AR See T TzsnR2E v/

7. SIZE OF PROJECT (Acres)® |B. 10. PROJECT ON:
GROUND

.Z.O'O . T°{ LO'O {aloé:roou G/Wld- (»Z_;MM D CROWNING

ELEVATION® 9. FUEL TYPE

APpeNDix D2 093

FROM NEARBY STATIONS (See example on reverse)

11. NEATHER CONDITIONS AT PROJECT OR
PL“':E ELE- o8 WIND TEMP.
VATION | TIME? |DIR-VEL. [ ony lwetT| AH| OP

REMARKS
ndicate rain, thunderstorme, otc.
Also wind condition and ] Oths of cloud cover.)

t (Lv. Blank)

ZoZ78°g e . <
flg— | ios0'\ogm Al | 555D Sus  Meshle = kD Aiks e

ATTN: (Neme, If appilicabile)

PLACE VA .
12. SEND FORECAST TO: (@w«. QL/?Q zz z /%
I1- FIRE WEATHER FORECASTER WILL FURNISH: ¢

13. FORECAST AND OU.TLOOK , TIME # AND DATE: 00D : S,/IS-‘//J/a
Dok SW— O 6 =/0 T t & Al /02D
. hroco LAy Z6% @lmdls QU w/ cumnaticd

/200—/</0‘® SO —wD  10=15 mph ya&gs z0

s - 22- 700 # s
U zs E a ot >
- . —Theu m'ﬂzﬁm 3/(’5"»47,

e x% O— D) oS mpk 5 2O
‘30070 G/W

-

U <2dq

239, odndd IV IO

WW 1:930’ 54

AN =N

4.

-

38

NAME OF FIRE WEATHER FORECASTER FIRE w@s@rnce
— £

cnlaf T7ee > w2 hcrn. (8 -2 11525 mg

(5t Tty -
PON RECEIPT OF FORECAST

1 - nEouEsn(b AGENCY WILL COMPLETE U _— P
TIME # DATE NARE '
IV. FORECAST RECEIVED: ) 90'0 Lds'

10:15 p.m. =2215; 10:15 a.m. = 1015,
“‘Concentration’’; then give num
quest special forecast for cach drainage.

« Use 24-hour clock to indicate time. Example:
ber of fires and size

« plonati . . . . -
plonation f * For concentrations (as groups of lightning fires) specify

of . . .
of largest. lf concentrations are in more than one drainage, re
symbols: . !
t No entry necessary. To be cumputed by the Fire Weather Forecaster.
ORM D-1 (9-70) WHICH MAY BE USED UNTIL EXISTING STOCK IS DEPLETED

WS FORM DO-1 SUPERSEDES WB F
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indices as calculated by AFFIRMS
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74 5120-1 FIRE WEATHER FORECAST FOR LO‘-.'EP. MICH1GAN DATE ﬂgj/ ,9-“

(4/76)
€ DANGER TREND VIEATHER DISCUSSIO :
»—.t1e Change : : . == L LS A T
Lower ‘ [ L//U.(?r.‘o.-;.:. - .. —2D
Hioher -I_/ = Af sl Ve
Harning : L} Deoears Hpy —liat—Culd L s fes 2F
FORECAST FOR TONIGHT FORECAST FOR TOMORROMW L_71767L4 '
1. CLOUDS 1. CLOUDS
A. Little Change e A. Sunny
B. Clearing . B. Cloudy
C. Increasing C. Variable
D. Variable D. Increasing .
E. Decreasing A.M. P.M.
2. PRECIPITATION PROBABILITY 2. PRECIPITATION PROBABILITY
A. Unlikely (less 20%) : A, Unlikely (less 20%)
B. Chance (3Q-40%)

B. Chance (30-40%)

C. Likely (5p-75%) C. Likely (50%75%)

AR \\{\\H

D. Most likelly (80%) D. Most 1ikely\(80%)
TYPE TYPE
A. Rain A. Rain
~B. Showers ' B. Showers
C. Thundershdwe C, Thundersho
D. Snow - D. Snow
AMOUNT ANDUNT
«_ A. .10" . .10" or
B. .11 \ B. .11 -
c. .31 ] c. .31 -
D. .71 - D. 71 - 1.20"
;! — D
Vhere Dur7:::=:’/// then ur.
When Hhere
3. MIND DIRECTION D(j 3. YIND DIRECTION (/()
Shifting to ___ at (time) ~ shifting gxddat (time) /0 -20 /644
{IIND SPEED -7 . WIND SPEED /O~-[S P,
4. LOWEST TEMPERATURES ’ e/CD 4, Igﬁgggglggg Afternoon High ZZl_f
5. DEW/FROST 5. LOMEST AFTERMNOON HUMIDITY 35 '(/D
Mone
Light
Moderate
Heavy
Drying off by
SMOKE PATROL:  Visibility Restrictions 2 )
Turbulance Intensity /AN R . v
TENDED QUTLOOK FOR NEXT TH(IEE DAYS: 7S M.)ﬂcp 7 feed

aperature Trend AL LL e — e é‘;d aofs 70!5
\P?emp'ntat\on (Muﬁﬂ- Adl2DThes 132 L AL 2
Clouds DB FQAM
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4 5120-1 FIRE WEATHER FORECAST FOR LOYER MICHIGAN DATE: <'/r’/222
(4/76) TIME: ~ N
i DANGER TREMD VUEATHER DJSCUSSIQH: : >
jttle Change C:? CoeAd ’*( 6?“:¢4 Yo lD.
ower CQLL — > cc ot ~
igher s Q
arning A ] »
> (&L,
ORECAST FOR_TOMIGHT CORECAST FOR TOHGRRGH Yo - §
) ¥
CLOUDS | 1. CLOUDS 8
A. Little Change A. sSunny oY
B. Clearing g. Cloudy N
C. Increasing C. Variable -
D. Variable D. Increasing . —
£. Decreasing AM. PN .
. PRECIPITATION PROBABILITY ' 2. PRECIPITATION PROBABILITY
A. Uniikely (less 20%) — Unlikely (1ess
B. Chance (30-4u%) R, Chance (30-40%) o
C. Likely (50—75%) C. Like1y.(50-75%)
D. Most likely (80%) D. Most likely (80%)
TYPE TYPE
A. Rain A. Rain
B. Showers ' B. Showers
€. Thundershowers - C. Thundershowers T
-~ D. Snow D. Snow
— AMOUNT ANDUNT
R. .10" or less K .10" or less o
g. .11 - .30" g. .11 - .30" e —
c. .31 - .70" c. .31 - .70" :
p. .71 - 1.20" p. .71 - 1.20"
N - PIS e
lhere Dur._—— \hen Dur.gz__éZZ? -
When where  eptl S0-Y2 Lo aled
3. WIND DIRECTION 3. WIND DIRECTIONQSQQCD :) |
<hifting to ___at (time) - /géé'ﬁﬁté-&g;;zo/a‘:dtime) /0~r$ f«,»_s&;
WIND SPEED ’ - 3 WIND SPEED Zﬁ’/f;_x,{,cb 2o
4. LOWEST TEMPERATURES , 4. TEMPERATURE Afternoon High\Jy SO

5 LOWEST AFTERNOON HUMIDITY 15 72

5. DEW/FROST
None
Liaht
Moderate
Heavy
Drying off by

SMOKE PATROL:  Visibility Restrictions \/0 e e S /@MW’ZZ frsS.
Torbulance Intensity _ A« - Seaerr \ thewn 3 . S kLS

— EXTENDED OUTLOOK FOR NEXT THREE DAYS: '794423 .
Temperature frend Frals [0S (hw YO-YS & '
Precipitation _s«smi s o4 P M7 el A Uw« «-/Qj ZQ _ ‘/

Clouds fapp Cosez
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. APPEVOIX D%@
& yex. RSOG-FOREST SERVICE l.umir . -
yo= . : .
. PROJECT WORK PLAN “ Hykon |
: : PLANNED COSTS sus-uNIT
. DAILY
) 2.  MANPOWER (List by Name) DAYS RATE" m;guacgsn CONTRIBUTED Mo
( PROJECT LEADER O BO'REMAN ] PROJECT NO. FISCAL YEAR
' ;
S b /5 167194| 1020 Sogo /982
Bafer 78~ 9-1:37 £35 PROJECT NAME, LOCATION & DESCRIPTION
‘ 4.
Swiders k) /0 | 48147 Q&5 Hagizar Im@PRovEmENT
Marzofo ro | 43147 485 TRREHTENEL - ANO N
Yorno's Jo_| £Bi40 5g5 Enoan e 2Re0  SPeors (kv
Hopr . lo 50:“’ Loz~
Fay 12 163264 38" B—-g_scw,zg 501‘77 %]3 acres
So/e 44:2,;,,. Tecr 10 |6 45| 615 fo pPrefore Site (o
ME Lo tepre 10 | 8% 12 4o /o/‘,,-,l,',«w Jack Fne, .| .
: " : i .
- i - * . —
3 Crew dogs : Assicnes Tanset. SO ne
ovartima ! - IP45 ) v :
PER DIEM, TRAVEL AND MEALS o oo R
. R - ”QQ‘J AJJ'{;?;';/O 4 7 s
) ) HOURS - n 2 VAR
IPMENT/(F.S. MONTHS F.O.R.OR / oo in :
EQUIPMENT(F.S. and Rental) F.0.R | wOR JUSE RATE / £
: - 7 o | ) IR
Z/0p0  (bxb 7;44') e r) 1 2.5 Soo .
e - S-S
D 4D & fZi‘, 700
2470 CI ) o) Gy — Ls5p
/.— 4/0: — ?29 . BEGIN WORK COMPLETE WORK
(Zo (/"//éfe/) 20 149 /00 /0 //7? 7/3°/80
. /7 i .
- C e - 5 o ! — /%0 SPECIAL SKILLS .
) 2274 [5.0.7 D = . . NEEDED DAYS| WHEN
( ' '
4 QUANTITY UNIT
MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES [omor—an—] 0l
4. PrROPOSED BY DATE
STAFF REVIEW BY i ]
7/74%,;&% sl
CONTRACT APPROY aY,
\,//2/ /1
FINANCED + CONTRIBUTED FUNDS ALLOCATED BY
TOTAL PLANNED COST 120050
3. FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING DATA 5. ACCOMPLISHMENT RECORD DATE 7':1'1:
APia [STAT| ACCOUNT OR | _FUNCTION | SUB- | COLLARS PLAWED
TION |CODE| ACTIVITY [ MAJOR [5UB JUNIT| AND ALLOCATED
L LI L I B T B
22 ¢ | ogo | Bovo
: |
| |
I i
1 )
I I
i !
*TOTAL ALLOCATED
CE !
. 1300-4 (173




B A .

| PLANNING AND Acccwusnmsm NOTES ' INSTRUCTIONS LT e

Ft D3 ' —_— e 5
se this s for expansion of data shown in the GENERAL: v ..o ,
3 blocks on th’ other sade or for other notes. This form is used to document plans. for direct project work. it may

aiso be used to auocste funds from unit to subunit for approved

p . , projects.
Loes z c /s 79 é O31/.0% g é: /i cve J- Direct project work is defined, and additional instructions for use of
form 1300-4 in annusl work and financial planning are provided, in
C : Zg,é )7 FSM 13114 and 6520.
'Crone-. Q 2 2 210 This form should be compieted in long hand rather than type-
4‘* ’*—-—5 written, Nurnber of copies depends on distribution on each unit.

If a project extends into two or more fiscal years, a separate 13004

Mazles Loke 52¥ 7 157 will be made for the work planned during esch fiscal year. .
2 SPECIFIC PROCEDURE: Instructions are keyed to the five-numbered '&
' ’ blocks on the face of this form. i
; / S2% /o0 7 : 1. a. Print unit and subunit names and code numbers. i
, . b. Enter project number and fiscal year. Project numbers may be )
‘ : either structured or unstructured as needed for Regional or jocsl use. i
: ./ / ‘52 * / Vi 1o c. Enter name, location, and narrative description of project.
. J Include planned number of units to accomplish, if any, such as MBM, .
! . miles, acres, or PAOT s, Refer to relevant environmental analysas.
: ‘Te” k [0S ’? 20 l 25 * I 2 % d. State planned dates to begin and complete project.
; ’ . e. Indicate spec;al skills needed, such as engineer, Iandscape
! architect, or soil scientist, that ar t ilable on the planning unit or
/25 *’J 39 /q Wbun,t ] 3 2 NOot avas {] P mng i
. 2. a. List manpower by name, if known, or by position and grade.
J/ 124 *;._ z 32 Show number of man-days planned on the project for each. Include -
: contributed manpower not charged directly to project funds, Enter .

days to be contributed by a cooperator on a separate line. | f more room:

: is needed, write two names in g2ch spsce or iist on 8 suppiementsi page.
MT gﬂbu‘s / o2+ /B 28 - b. Enter daily rate, including alt employer-paid benefits, for both
) . .. project-financed and contriputed manpower, Circle or put parenthesis

P ; - around rete for contributed peopie.
2cK -yt jg -, 72X 25 Vi 4—9 : : c. Muitiply days planned by daily rate and enter in the

appropriate: Planned Costs column, either To Be Financed or Con-
tributed. Round to the nearest dollar. Enter the value of contributed

- ’ . . - © cooperator time (not cash deposits) in the Contributed column. .
LMine s 9‘ 157 d. Enter any costs for per diem, travel, and meals. !
—— e. List vehicles and other equipment needed for the project, : '
5 / 3 months (if any) to charge fixed ownership rate to the project, estimated
hours or miles of use, and spolicable FOR and use rate. Enter project

cost for each piece of equipmant, to the nearest dollar, in the To Be
Financed column. If any 2quipment FOR cast or use is contributed by
another project or a cooperzicr, anter this vaiue in the Contributed
column.

f. List materials, tools, and supplies needed for the project,
quantities to be purchased from oroject funds and on hand, and unit
prices. Enter costs of materials and tools to ba purchased in the To Be
Financed column and estimaied value of materials on hand in the
Contributed column. Do not enter any contributed value for toois or
equupment that sre on hand and will not be used up ar worn out on the
project. If more spzce is ne2ded, use a suppiemental page.

g. Enter costs of anv work that will ba asccomplished by
contract. ldentify contract portion of the job in the project description.

h. Add both To 2a Financed and Contributed cost columns.
Enter sum of financed plus contributed costs in the Financed Plus
Contributed block.

3. Enter finance and accoun'mg data in the standard format for ail
funds available to complete this project. i nclude both appropriated and
deposited cooparative funds. Total allocated must egual total of the
Planned Costs To 2e Financad column. If not, reduce units to be
accomplished or otherwis2 adjust pian 0 conform with availabie funds.

4, a. Person who prepares the plan sign and date.

b. Applicabie program staff people review for conformance with
unit programs and standards, sign and date,

c. Unit line officer, or person designated by him, approve and
date.,

- d. After approval, unit financial management officer or his
designated representative verify finances and sccounting dats, date, and
certify that allocation has been processed.

5. Project manager enter accomplishment at least quarterly for
projects active during the quarter and certify when project is
completed. Inspecting officers should also record accomplishment,
- especially adherence to standards and quality of work.

GPO 941-700

.
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APPENPIXD S

-orming Uniti=Se - |icres v
] USDA - Torest Seryice Crane Lake . 210 .
i . . - F.Y. ~ [Planned Burning Mont
PRESCRIBED BURNING UNIT PLAN . 79 o October - May
(Isstructions ip R-9 FSX 51352, 23) Forest District
4 : Huron Mio
Locetion: oSection__14 __ Township-<6N __ Ranpe <4E Comp. No.
Est. Cost and Acct P&M KV___3150 Dther .-
.1. Objectives: v . RN : A
a._¥X Fuel reductlon d _&_Slte preparation g.. X _Wildlife hsbitat
b.___ Hezard reduction e..__Range improvement h.____Other (explain)
c. Insect & disease f. Cover tvpe convers.
2. Specific Objectives _To 1) prepare the site for machine planting and 2) to provide fo

for the future growth of the plant associations favorable to the endangered

Kirtlands Warbler.

. el

Type of Burn Needed to Meet Objective_All portions of the area should be burned
leaving only the heavier fuels unburned (sticks over 1" in diam.),

4.

Area Deeorlptlon. I o -

&.

Overstory (type, 51ze, den51ty) The area was cut over in early 1978

b.

Understory (type, den51ty, average helght) A few small_Jagkplnﬂ_xgmain___ﬂiIegra

c.

Fuels (type, ‘den51ty, arrangement) ‘Logging was very complgtgmleaying_nnly_scatte

clusters of logging slash as fuel. Most of the area is free of slash,

d.

A

Seil type CGrayling Sand
Topography_ Rolllng but not precipitous.

f. History of ares_0ld growth jackpine harvested 1977-78" o
5. Desirable Preburning Weather Factors: :
a. Air temperature 45° 4 : Relative Bumidity. 25-50%
b. Wind direction ¥ : i Velocity. 5=10 7S
¢. Deys since measurable rain_2=5 = FLY SI _¥uel sticks 9=15 / -
d. Special weather forecast needed?Yes _ If so, when? Day of burnp \(Ntede ! &
6. Publicity and I&E Steps Needed Article in Oscoda Co. Paper would be desireable.

Adjacent landowners to be contacted,

7.

Preparation of Area for Burning:

a.

_Line _to construct (kind and chains)_Single plow fur .n_araund_pezimete:_________

b.

Existing natural or exlstlng line (kind and chains)M=33 .= 2 chains

FR-4467 30 chbins

C.

Snag felllng necessary?_No__ If so, where and how far from llne°_Ihera_are,a_fQ¥L

along thg_;age_hn:_mns:_wexe_elimina:ed_in_:he_hazyes;inz_npﬁxa;ion-

. RR-5100-23 (Rev, 8/ 2/7 1) Page 1 ¢
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PROSAY Aepeaon 35, peo

riT .;nb

g, Sierling time o. ceymid afternmoon  Hours to cemplete__3 to 5
" b. Method(s) of firing See attached map. Prepare_backfire against wind and_he;
fire_across when_save burned out zone is provided,

9. Detection Needs for Spots and Breakovers Utilize aircraft & observer to locate s

-

10. Crew Organization: . 1. Water Supply Source_
e. Crew size . Ranger Station in Mio
b. Overhead organizetion (by name) : B I
Fire Boss_Ranger (or delegated)
Sector Bosses

. Crew Bosses YACC crews w/hand tools
Firing Boss Forester WL Technician i2, Communication Needs:
Pumper Boss_Sale Prep Tech Sale Adm Tech ~&. Mobile radios_§
Tractor —Temiee= Boss. (2) Fire Tech TSI Tech b. Portables_____7
13. Equipment Needed (Bow many°) . ‘ ‘
a. Dozer . . e Stake trucks i. Drip torche
b. Tractor/plow f. Power saws , j. Fuel
c. Tenker wagon & pumps g. Porteble pumps k. Other
d. Slip-on tankers h. Hose (size

14. Speciel Precautions to Prevent Fire Escaping to Private or Other Lands__

Tractor & plow to follow each torchman along the line to put furrow around spots,
YACC crew and too e 100" o_look for spot fires. =

15. Suppres=1on Plan if Flre Escapes nggd attack - 2 tracLQIs_ﬁ_gnﬂgr_uaan_ ACC
crews to be diverted if needed, ~r’

..16. Patrol and. Mopup Planlo_.migg_czﬁw_m_maiumiL_darL_latmLmlang_da
_plus_.mpn 1P

17. Correlation with Research or Other Agencies DNR.ipn Mio to bhe informed. Also She

& State Police, Traffic control on M-33 may be necessary when smoke is close ta th
highway,

18. Erosion Control Measures Needed After Burn yone

19. Multiple.Use Coordingﬁion Check (initiels): 20. Special evaluation or

RD SO " RD S0 fanalysis forWildlife
Engineering .. Timber Mgt. . (soils, wildlife, etc.) need
Fire ' : Watershed . 4[Jvefore [x Jafter. |
Lands (forage) ‘Wildlife prescribed burn.
Lands (usage)
Signature and Title Date
Prepared by
ture Date
Reviewed by District Ranger - /2R e é&éag 8
. . - : . //yure Date
Reviewed by Fire Control Staff Officer //ﬁ‘ , 49,/@L
oved by F w "
Approved by Forest Supervisor \551;2> e~ : o 2 // 7

RS- 5100. 23 (l(e\- 8/2/71) Page
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VA LR LoiieECT rv"Y ; —

Tzs RI2E SEcC (2
1 Norrit .

H Fire Boss Hqtrs.

—— — a— — —

Burning Unit Boundary

Plow Line
—¥X~—Y¥ — Disc Line
— O— O — Dozer Line

Acres to Burn =/O

Scale:4 Inches = 7/ Miles

LEGEND
W Weter Source
@ Firing Order
@—-}———}—)—9 Direction of Firing
Wind > Wind Directi_on

—h— Sectors

Use standard map legends for
other features.

Dete prepared W/ 7 Tnitielswde

B 5X0-23 (Rev, /20771 Puage T ¢



L hroseyd .

2. "Prior tc Burn" Check..st: | ” ‘/
e. Dey before:
- Weether forecast fevorable ~N
- Necessary lines constructed \
Adjoining lendowners notified )

J&E work finished

Cooperators notified

Crews notified

Equipment ready.

Camere available

b. Dsy of Burm: :

Fertinent crew-briefing points

—

22. Summary and Eveluation Immedistely efter Burn:

a. Date burned Time set

b. Rein -_____ days since______ inches of rain.

¢. Acres burned -d. Cost

e. Person in charge K

{f. Weather factors: " At start During Burn

Wind direction and velocity

Wind behsvior

Temperature (dry bulb)
Relative humidity.

C BUI . —_
31 ; o
Pate of spread average during mejor part of burn ft/gin.
Back Fire Head Fire

e ) . :
g. The objective [ Jwas [Jjwas not [Jwas partially .. met because (also

include unusual conditions, such as spotting, fire whirls and etc.)

24. ttech specizl evalustions or anelyses made before or after burn.

Evalusied by (signature and title) : Date

25. Evelustion and Recommendations after One Year:

The objective [Jwes [ wes not met because

/'
\,/
Examined by (signature and title) Date _

GPO B24-390 . Y wo.-5300-23 ( Rev. 8/ D/71) Page & of
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Appenssy D 7@'

A UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE F’
: . . FOREST SERVICE

Mio Ranger District

REPLY TO: 6740 Personal Protective Equipment and Clothing May 14, 1980

SUBJECT: Fire Clothing worn by Personnel -
Crane Lake Prescribed Burm

TO: Chief

Protective gear worn by Personnel on Crane Lake prescribed burn:
Mike Harnois: Fire shirt, pants, gloves, hard hat, and
fire shelter *

Tom Hahn: Fire shirt, gloves, hard hat, goggles, and fire
shelter *

Randy Marzole: Fire shirt, hard hat, goggles, gloves, and
fire shelter *

“Tom Bates: Fire shirt, hard hat, gloves

(

Dave Batavia: Fire shirt, pants, hard hat, goggles, and
fire shelter *

Tom Sadler: Fire shirt, pants, hard hat, gloves, and goggles
‘Ven Bosman: Fire shirt, pants, hard hat, gloves, and goggles -
Gordon Haase: Fire shirt, hard hat, gloves, and goggles

Greg Stevens: Fire shirt, hard hat, goggles, and gloves

Dick Lord: Cotton pants, fire shirt, hard hat, and gloves

All persomnel not wearing fire pants were wearing cotton
field uniform pants except Greg Stevens who was wearing
Jjeans.

* Fire shelters were in pumpers that these crewmen were

operating.
5/2.3'[’@ P A'Q“—eﬁﬂ ‘U/l/w Bos ion -
'f 0,

%o-.u_y b Aoy
/M’Q&Eﬂ#’%m ) . [‘)M HWe ’
VENDEL E. BOSMAN ,fr: ZE “"# o Mm

Dist?ict Ranger 4
ot ol A

TN




AP0, D

C

REPLY TO:

SUBJECT:

TO:

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
: - FOREST SERVICE

Mio Ranger District

Appendix D7

p1.@

6740 Personal Protective Equipment and Clothing

Fire Clothing - Floyd Moore, Contractor

Chief

Floyd Moore while he was operating his tractor on the

Mack Lake Fire:

Hard hat, leather gloves, long sleeve cotton shirt,
heavy cotton jeans and high leather boots.

District Ranger

May 14, 1980
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Appenorx £/
Bates

WITNESS STATEMENT

TOM BATES
(Investigators Questions)

Starting with the beginning of the prescribed burn, I'll try to

recall everything that took place the morning we started the burn; _..
the whole step by step. The area we were to burn was approximately
200 acres. On my sketch here this is Highway 33. These are timber
access roads, that one being blocked off and the other going around
up into another unit. Most of the sale is obviously not shown;

it lies back to the west like this. We were gonna burn it off in
sections between these roads. This road goes on out and comes out
down below on another road. In blocks that is, moving along as fast
as I felt the weather would allow us to do. We had prep line in. The
plow lines were in. This road served as a real good break and gave
us probably about a 40 acre increment. The next was figuring about
the same, I guess and the last one biggest of all. The idea was that
we were going to burn, depending on the winds, either this aouth unit
first and then this one. What we have been doing is just burning the
perimeter, the plow line out and then doing a perimeter fire, rather
than any strip burning. I don't feel we have had conditions yet where
we have had to do that and it has worked well. So anyway, we had a
southwest - west wind shifting to northwest forecast and, number one,

I intended to drop at this point, and again down here a bit., a 300
gallon rubber bladder tank for refill for the tanker on Sunday

previous to burning. On Sunday we had a wildfire that started kind of
late in the afte{noon and we didn't get in till late, so I didn't

get that done. So the first thing Monday we wanted to start burning

at the earliest we could, like 9:00, to get these lines burned out

to cover as much ground as we could before we got any substantial winds.
I had Mike Harnois and Ton Hahn go out and spot these two tanks that
fill our 1000 gallon pumper and gave them instructions to fill it,



C e - | Baks 2

( refill the tanker, come back and we'd start. That turned out to be —
a delay - oh probably a delay of an hour at least - and so we ended

up, equipment wise, with a 1000 gallon 6x6 and a 125 gallon-4x4, tractor
plow, and lets see, one YACC crew leader, one YACC'er and one timber
crew type person - those three people were our line gSLtrollers

looking for hot spots. We had two people on our 125 gallon slip

on and two on the big pumper, so we were shorthanded. We had three
folks over at the law enforcement school. Anyway, it didn't seem

like a problem. So about 10:30 we took some weather documentation

the first one around 9:00 or 9:30 (It's recorded on the form check

list for the time), but as I can remember we had a 10 mile an hour wind
and a 37 relative humidity. I took another one about, oh just after

we started I had it written down and I didn't have time to compute. I
got busy doing something else but the humidity was up because the wet
bulb was up. So anyway we started,there_bas some heavy slash, actually
there was some old plow lines. Ven wanted to not burn up quite as
close to the road. We had a training session, a joint district
training session, last year in which we did some tractor plow work -~
well you guys were over here. That the same spot, that's were we started;
right)that's were the burn was. So we had really some built up back

up lines in here. They didn't go all the way. I think they pooped out
over here (NOTE: showing the south end of the area) but was quite alot
of heavy slash right reasonably close to the line, so we started with
that just started firing the line and on the Lee side of a couple of
piles. As it moved along slowly this kind of dropped down into a
little low spot, came up on a hillside coming around this point. Dick
Lord and Ven were doing the firing. We had one little spot over down
here and another slop over down here. Then we had, right up on the
point here on top we had some slash within these two lines as a

result of our moving our plow line perimeter back. So as you came on
top of the hill this was 11 atanding timber, mostly jack pine. We
lined it and ran the pumper through there and then moved on out to
here which wasn't any problem. Abaout this time 5-5; a Chevy % ton
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4x4 with a 125 gallon slip-on, had been cooi%gg off this slop over
and had a brush pile inside of it(ﬁnd so I ﬁéd'to move around.) This
was Qery sparse in here not much slash at all. It was just no
problem to walk through even though it had been burned. So I told
Randy I wanted him to move around into this opening, it was kind of

a draw that came down through here. It was a natural gap and

then the bank started up again here and this was a cut in the highway
probably, oh 15 to 20 feet high, and told Randy to just slip down,
suggested that he come back out to the road. I said why don't you
just go ahead and slip down here, its really easy going (there was
the two of thet)and come around over here and Ven probably had the
fire until abou; this point at that time. So I wen? down the line —g
to check it and started off in that direction. I asked him (Mdidee ﬁ’ﬂw&)‘/’ -
Herrwros) how they were doing for water. He said he had a 3% tank.

Let's see. I can't recall exactly at this poin, I must have gone back

t+ >ugh here to check where this slop over had been. Yeah, I think

Nuid. 1 got back up in here and watched them working on this spot.

They had that knocked down and no problems, just real light flash fuel.
Randy had started around and I was expecting to see him. Well he

-y -

got hung up on a stump down in here. Uh, my time frame I think is

off a little bit.” What I had done, I hadn't gone back yet. I had
gone areund here to talk to Dick Lord who was waiting to fire this
out here, and Raﬁdy got hung up on a‘stump, so I told him to run up
and get Jim on the tractor to come down to pull him out. This was no
problem yet because we hadn't started the firing on the backside. So
I could see he got him off, then I started back up around and told
Dick to go ahead, because I can remember, and start firing this off,
usuing his own judgement on how fast to fire because I consider him

a capable person. Then I went back up in here and saw how they were
doing and then I dropped off. They were still firing up to this
point. This drops down the hill; this is kind of a notch. I didn't
see the 4x4 and I got down over about here and its sitting about of
m be 100 feet from the road and Randy and Dave Batavia had the hood
O They said it just quit and it was dead; it quit and they couldnt
get it started, there was no starter engagement. And Dick had, in
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‘ 2 mean time, started firing this back side and was oh perhaps —
and Ven, had continued up around here. At that point this was a

concern, because Dick was hidden and we couldn't see this truck

and he didn't know they were there, I didn't know they were there,

and they hadn't indicated that they had any problem. So we had

fire probably in here and it was not a, you know, a hard wind a

steady w1nd[131t was jﬁst kind of, it wag this way a bit, mostly

to the wese. Well I was concerned..(To the east?) Yes to the east. -
I said, start checking out your wire to see if you pulled something

loose under there and I jumped up and looked in their tank, because

I felt guite like you might have to burn it out to save the truck,

and the tank was dry. So we had a failure on how much water we felt we
had. Actually they thought they had half a tank because they hadn't

done any pumping. (What was the distance’ from there to the truck?)

OK, I"m not following you. (How far was it from where the fire was,

about now to where the truck was stuck?) Oh probably 5 chains. It

was not makﬁpg a frontal move towards the truck, but it's mere
}.essg;;—had me alarmed. Especially when I saw the tank was dry. So _
I kept trying to get it started, and I was going to call Jim and tell

him to bring the tractor down and get'this thing pulled out. Which I

did. Then started back around and he was plowing in the spot up here.

I thought, to make double sure, so that we don't have to take him off

the line, I'll get the tiltbed and bring it back here and put a chain

on it and pull him out. By the time I had got up here, Ven said it

had come alive here and spotted over. Ahyway,‘we had to deal with

some real strong activity up on top of the hill and so I got in Randy's
pickup and came up to this point and the big pumper was just coming out 1
and that just run right to the top of the bank and wa;T3225£12g~put y=] cmvﬂecf
there and had just started to sneak down the bank on the lee side. Trees
So we knocked it down with 5-2, the b‘g pumper here and had Gordy and

his two people go across to watch for spot fires. They picked up one
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C::hat was starting to get a little size on them, I asked 5-2 to jump
up here and get a hose on this and securz~it, whic%>they did. And

Yhe 4 x4 7.
and the tractor plowy came

in the interim, they got this rig starte
up and plowed this one in, and had another little one start right
here. Dick advised ébout this time that the Chevy sould go to town
to refill and try to get on top of the electrical problems. Well I
guess we didn't have this spot yet. We didn't I'm sure of it. So I
said OK. So they scooted off to refill and then this spot showed up =---
right here and I asked Jim to come on down to catch it and 5-2 to move
down on it, which they did. At that point, the tractor with Jim
probably due to this gap in here, it was starting this kind of stuff,
i.e. run east and northeast and Jim started to angle off and 5-2 was
coming behind him, that's the big pumper. I though he was pointed
right, kind of at the base of the fire and I stopped him and I said
give it lots of elbow room don't crowd it, the pumper is right on your
heels. So he slid off more this direction, north easterly, and as best
can recall Ven was with him with a radio. Yeah, I know he was. They
began and disappeared into the smoke and 5-2 behind him, up the cut
bank - not on this side well yeah, the cut was up in here, (NOTE Showed
a location south a little along highway) At this point it had flattened
out, so he actually, he didn't go up a bank he kind ef went right into
a little depression and it flttened out. And visually that's the last
I saw them. This was not doing a whole lot here it was in the lee
side of this hill and it was moving to the north a little bit. But
Gordy said this was , I felt they wouldn't have any problem catching
this one. I think one mistake - may have been a mistake, may have not -
they anticipated that he would have dropped, and this is Jim's lack of
experience because he hasn't had ?é;zoﬁré éoing fire) that he wouldn't
have it like this, that he would have swung aroung cause you know just
swung in and plowed it in. Cause at that point it could have been done.
It hadn't just picked up the punch. (He got in to close to soon?)
Well, he gave it some lee way here and you know, and then what happened
I 8on't know, but then all I can try to do is remember radio traffic.

"hey didn't get in too far before the fire jumped the plow line and I
~
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{ 1ink that 5-2 picked that up. But if -at this point it just : —
went bananas; it just really went bananas. For as small acreage
wise as it was it really wasn't big enough. Of course, at that
same point too, we had influence of this kind of a funnel through-
through this little notch and we did have a marked , well I'm sure that
is why we lost it up on top- A very sudden marked increase in wind
gust and then on it just really started to march, principally to the
west, or I mean to the east, with some movement back to the north and --°
I can remember them being out in uh, they hit a powerline, - cleared '
powerline - at some point out there and you know everyting there is
fuzzy. They just weren't doing any good. It had gotten too much a
front and I was busy trying to get support from the districts. OK
then we started getting the volunteer fire dept. to hold here, and I
wnet up to the next east-west road(489)and started in east to get
a look at it. And , this is pretty open, this is a replantlng, trees
maybe 3 or 4 foot high hack pine, and the fire was really walking .
headed for Mack Lake. I went down a couple miles on 483 which drops
kuown a % mile and swings on to the east past the Mack Lake campground -
and then right in here it hooks right around the lake where the houses
are. When I got down here there were people and cars down here I had to
chase their bdzrbut of here because this thing had just gone. Got down
to the corner stopped the volunteer fire department. There was an old
guy on it that was really, you know, one of the Mack Lake people. Had
me worried just because of his age and his excitement. Ok, I talked to
him and he didn't know where to go; he was looking for his other truck,
and then we could here them coming. So it appeared as though it was
going to spare Mac Lake at that point it just started swinging to
the north and east and it spotted across the road and started in here
and then that baby just kind of turneq?51deways and came in and there
was spots by the time I turned QB corgner herg. I started down to see
if everyone was out of_there. In the meantime Barbara had advised
that at some point past the Sheriff's Department had evacuated every
body from Mack Lake. But you know they tell them to get out but they're
("till in there; and you know, they're still trying to come out. And I

-
-
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£.;y still want to see the fire; they want to see the flames even

though they are leaving. They don't want to leave without seeing

them. And that's no kidding. Okay this is just starting to spdt

down in here already! and so then I pulled over-the Mack Lake Fire
Department was‘right behind me and he said they were going up and

see if they could do anything with the houses. I told them to

be careful. 1In the meantime I had some radio traffic with the Mio )
DNR tractor-plow unit. He had one of our portables, and he had cone in"
- not sure where he unloaded; I never did see their truck, but he ended
up just right at the 0ld Mack Lake ranger station site. Later I saw his
plow lines heading out for the lake. He got-hung up on a stump and I

was asking him, you know where he was and I heard him say he was hung up
on a stump and then the radio ----- . Well that bothered me a bit, the
way things were going. So I called the Mio tractor, Swiderski, to see
where he was so that I could pull him off so we could get some

effective line work going over on this side. And I couldn't get him.

s t that point I thought, it has been 3/4 of an hour since I knew
h;*was okay, and so I can't recall who I mentioned first about not
hearing from Jim and that was my first, when he didn't respond, sense

of alarm. And I don't know who tried to reach him at my request, I

can't remember that. So I went on out through Mack Lake and came on,

- well I met Tom Striker, who had come in from Harrisville District

-down here and we kind of saw the last of them out and came out at 604

and Eggleston Raod here, with the idea that - and I told him I wanted him
to be in charge of the southern division and I was going to put Dick Lord
in the northern divisibn and try to stage, right here, equipment comin
in. At this point the fire was going like, this nearly a mile, % mile
from 604 and not moving on but with it. So, lets see, I went back dwon
in fact Tom and I went back down. There were a lot of people here saying,
you know, there's people still in there, so we made a stab at getting
back down in here (actually up, toward Mack Lake) and by this time it
had swept across and there was just no way. So I came back out, I

left him there, Tom Striker, and he got hes gear and radio out of

m ruck and put it in his car and he was going to start staging things

~

N—



th(m s there .for work on this side, because we had, we didn't know
what we had coming. We knew we had heavy equipment coming Or in the
process. OK I can't recall if I went I"m sure I must have gone back
around, as, in the interim I had gotten hold of Randy and I can remember
asking cause I wanted him to take a rig down to Dick Lord who was, ah
hooked up with a cooperator's tractor plow (Floyd Moore) and they had
started plowing somewhere in here and we were plowing this north flank.
I told Dick I wanted him as gquick as Randy got to him with the truck
to pull off from Floyd Moore and we would put whoever with Randy and
Floyd Moore. I wanted him (Dick) to get mobile as a Division Boss

and getting this back together on this side. And I asked Randy, also
to see if he could locate Jim, because we still hadn't heard from him.
And so, I met up with them all where they transfered Lord to the truck
aﬂg»the plow (Moore) took off again. This was a mile east of here -
with a new man. Randy went back with his pickup, which

left Dick with a 4-wheel drive Chevy pumper, with instructions from me
to start following that plow line, get whatever help he needed, toO
find Swiderski, because I felt at that point he was in bad trouble,
Because (You felt what?) Jim was in trouble. (I see) Or had had it
one of the two. (What time do you suppose that was, any idea?) ©Oh
probably I'll just say one o'clock. (That was your first real gut
reaction?) Well, it was my first real gut reaction that we weren't
going to see him again alive because Jim is a real - I've got to get
mYself together here = cacluating person. He is not an impetuous

person that would have gotten run out and gone back in and tried to

| 3;"?} ' Betrs £

p{” t it up, you knoy‘. 61ike some you know, like Dennis Anderson FERE
—

SRS  He would have gone out to the road and that's

-~
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/. .ere he would have been until he got hooked up with someone else -

or got an assignment. And there was just too much time had passed,
guite simply. If it was, you know, someone like well, some peeple you
know, someone that just uh, there's no keeping them out of there you
might not have been so apprehensive, but I jumt really felt it was

bad news. Ang§ from that point on I was just ... I'd talked with Ven,

he was in Patrol 7 by this time. Oh, OK I can't quite pick up the secg-
uence, but we got Ven a ride. Ven came back out, that was it, I forgot
that, Earlier when he started in with Jim and he had been in here with

Jim and 5-2 and then he came back out and we kinda evaluated the situation.

He felt that someone should get up in the air- Patrol 7 was in the air
by this time. So we stopped t%p_gar and he got in and they took him to

Trel T.P
&-7. So I asked Ven here after, at some

the Mio Airport to hook up wi
point after Randy started back that way, if he would see if he could
contact Swiderski because this is maybe another % hour had passed. So
he tried visually to spot it, but there was too much smoke there yet,
ldn't get a response and he just pursued that until he finally spotted
%e tractor - burned up. (MdO%AﬁZtt{gogrboth;ff/i:ﬂnae@/ggr?g%t on top} OK?
(How did they get the truck off the stump?) With the tractor. (OK Over
there on the west side?) Yeah. There was I guess it's the same old story
in retrospect, a pattern of failures that ultimately led up to -- Usually
you know, you can absorb the small failures and things come out alright
but on the wrong day you can only absorb so many and the cup runneth
over and it éoesn't work out. (Did you ever use those bladders of
water that are down there?) No. (You had two bladdets put out there,
right?) You never did use them?) No. This is a sure failure on my part,
was that I didn't insist they refill here rather than leaving. Things
weren't that bad at this point that I held that truck. I just used

Dick's judgement that they should go go Mio to refill in order given that

nature of what the problem was. But that's you know, what we had them there

for to just save time cause - oh theres a pond up by that Restaurant.
That's a good refill spot. But this was no time left. (Tom, this Moore,
you said you started him in, where did he start?) Well I didn't start

* "+ in, Dick did, but he started coming in from the corner of 33 and 4889.
N—

- ' Bates 9
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}'m not sure where they unloaded to work. But it must, Dick must have
.ed him in well because that held. (Was that on the north side?) Yes. —«
(Was it north of the powerline?) I can't relate it to the powerline.
(OK) I never saw the powerline. (Oh, OK The powerline didn't ocome
right out to the -highway?) Well, if it did, I don't know where it is.
(Did you say that line held?) The plow line? (Did that hold?) Yes.
it held. Oh, it may have all as I know, it held. Of course by this time
we had - the fire wasn't really confronting the line, it was moving with
it. And then, you know, it started moving under the northwest influence.
(garbled) -
So that it was ;outh of the plow line south of 489. (It would be the
northern?) 1It's the existing northern perimeter of the fire. When
Ven left to go - I forget. He was with Jim for a while and then he left.
yes. (Did you know he was leaving at that point?) No. I didn't know
he was until I saw him back out on the road. (Was it at that point that
you flagged down the car or something, and he went up to the airport,
or did he go in town and come back?) No, he caught a ride and they
#~ok him. We had called Patrol 7, directed them to the airport to pick
%;m up. As far as I know they took him directly to .the iarport. (And wh_
he left to come back, the 6-by was with the cat?) I'm sure that's
right from the best I can remember radio traffic. (Did you ever hear
those two, the cat and the 6-by talking?) No. No, I can't, uh, the only
conzérzation that I can remember I was between Ven and I and was describing
the powerline clearing as a good spot to try hold that plow and water.
and then I think it probably wasn't very long before he realized that,
no way)and he came out to get up in the air which I thought was sound too,
because we were limited there to what the fire was doing. (In the
organization, really what you had to fight the escape fire was what you
started with with the prescribed fire thats right?) That's right.
(Where did Jim fit in that operation?) Jim was the tractor operator
from the beginning. (Ok I've been Qorking with him putting in plowing
in - well he plowed in the Crane Lake sale and most of the Jenkin Road
Sale and most of the Hughes Lake sale probably in the last two or three
weeks we've been gettin them ready and I've been working with him. To
<;}t experience. Because we don't have Bill Baker, who's seasonal fella,
is our only other gualified, or experienced and qualified operator, an
he was at the law enforcement school. Bill I would have had Bill on
the tractor if he had been available. (Jim had been on some going fires
with the tractor?) He was on the P¢ndus Fire that we had that was about
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150 acres a couple weeks ago. (Then this work that he was doing in
the previous three weeks was just getting ready for these burnd?)-
Right. I felt comfortable with him. I bold Ven, well after the
Pendus Fire, cause we were plowing at that time that started. He
seemed to have good judgement and good feel for where he . should go
and where he shouldn't go and so I was not uncomfortable with him in

this situation. (Where is that radio on the cat? I s it located in =

a little deal right behind the operators head?) Right above the
operators head. (Sets on a little box or something?) Yes, it has a
power speaker. (On the canopy?) Yes. (How does he transmit?) He
reaches up and removes it, just like a dash clip. (A regular mike?)

(A mike that comes off?) Yes (You didn't hear any traffic between
him though and the 6x6?) No.(Radio in the 6x6 working ok?) Fine.

- (Radio in the cat working ok, because you had communications over on

the left side there?) No radio problems. Unless there was a radio

fQ\/lure. But I don't think that was the case. (That doesn't mean

that they didn't know each other was there. Well the indication we
got was that the 6x6 worked behind him for awhile then passed him and
worked in front of him for a while. So they would have to be in

contact, at least visual contact, with one another for sometlme°)

(He would have seen him at least go by?) Yes. (What happened to the

six-by after?) I don't know. I haven't talked with either Tqm or Mike

about what actually happened. At some point in time they gkviously

got the hell out of there. When that was or where Jim was whan that
happened I just don't know. (The weather, Tomy wasn 't deterio:atlng or

getting any worse after two tries at taking it and that sort of thing,

So in your mind the weather was getting more conducive to !’bnrn rather
 than getting more of a problem?) Yes, I didn't feel the ﬁ'ﬁlther was a
problem. You know without looking, I'm sure we were in thfi'“idellnes
of the plan. Except perhaps right at the end of the "perf.°t ﬂay that it
would have got out up here. I'm sure it got out because Gtw
deflnlte wind gusts that hadn't been a problem to speak ¢ .
(\d»se brush piles involved the way they were?) Yeah, t§94$:~m»
to reemphasize this was our fire line we were working *‘

in, in this training session last year, some lines clos!ﬁ7-

think either two or three, Jjust for practice, which WGPQ

/)
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(vple boundary which were taking in all the slash and they were - what —
it also did was eliminate some, as I can remember, some reporduction,
some screening and some stuff Ven wanted to save for aesthetic and
natural regeneration purposes so we bumped back and relocated a little
bit. I think the slash, as best I can remember, they were all from the
hill, where it got out up here, back down to the two track entrance.
(Was there a fire shelter on the tractor?) I don't think so. (Did Jim
have one on his belt?) I don't know that. I just don't know that. It ...
has been a practice. We had one on with a bungy cord all last year.
We've had that tractor apart this year putting on a new plow and the
hydraulic lash-up in the back and moved the lights. The tool carriers
have been off, their back on now, but they I don't think there was a
shelter mounted on it. I don't know whether Jim - I don't know. I tend
to think, you know, that he's the kind of guy that would have. I also,
he's the kind of guy that would have tried to get inside if he'd had
one. (How was, how would he have made out in that type of terrain in a
shelter?) I don't know how far he was from the tractor. I don't know
ng far he got or I just haven't heard anyone talke about it yet. I
would éink he would have time to get in it. I don't know where he was
when he was overcome. I never penetrated that area. I was right on
the road. The other guys were either wearing or had three, Normally

N

we carry a three-man crew on fire, the big pumper. There's three of
them mounted in there. (They have them on their belts?) I can remember
they're mounted right behind their head. I remember Mike strapping one
on at some point in time yesterday. I think it was him. I'm sure it was
him. I wouldn't put one on myself if I was in the truck, it's too
awkward to get in out of the seat all the time. It's really handier
right where they're at, that was the. idea- you could just snatch one

and rip it open if you needed it. (What about his physical condition?)

I don't know anything but a plus, I think he's quite lean, in good
condition. Good man. (Have any illnesses you know of?) No. I think
anyone that passed the step test was in good shape. (Was he active
physically?) I'm kind of not really in touch with that because I

"ve in Roscommon so we don't I don't see anything of these fellows.

Bﬁ% I would guess he's very conservative, you know, real bachelor, _/
I see these things you know because I, you always like when you have a
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(‘SOd lunch, you know well balanced lunch. This you know well wrapped
put together. This kind of tells you something about his character,
his personal gear and his desk, he just had things together. (Have
you ever been to his house?) No (You asked Ven to go out with him?)

I don't know whether I asked him of if that was just taken for granted
he would and should be in there. I can't remember. Taken for granted
because we would want a man with the tractor. Ven, from an initial
attack standpoint would want to know what's happening, but I can't
recall saying, you know, take Jim in there. (Did he seem to like
what he was doint?) Yeah, I talked to him as he was coming along, I
told him I felt he was really competent (Not just the tractor but the
job, yeah, he really was into it, you know, he loved his work. It
meant a lot to him. He was really fussy about it. How it was done, what
was accomplished etc. I don't know all that he does but just, you know,
in watching him operate I can sense that. (what kind of training did
he have for that job - a standard course, how did he get to be a tractor
-erator?) Last, I don't, I'm not aware of the standard course. Last

Q::ar he started getting some tractor experience in his wildlife projects
where they had some dozing to do. So he got in you know, about 40 hours.
(How did ‘he start out - just get on the machine?) No, I worked with him
a bit in the beginning, and Gary Long was a YACC crew leader - was with
him cause I think they were using YACC people too, so he was a gqualified
operator. Jim had a license and Gary worked with him a while and, I
can't remember if there was anything beyond that last year. He's been
running the 4 wheel-drive wheel tractor with his discing projects and
this year really the prep work was the first training on simulated
firefighting that he had. He probably put in 16 hours of operating
and then about 3-4 hours on the Pindux Fire operating. (You're an operator
too - gaulified operator, tractor operator?) Yes. (Is that written
on your SF-46?) Yes. (Could I see yours?) Sure. (To verify the records-
not that it helps you, but if anybody ever does ask why I can say yeah,

I saw it. Bill Gardner signed off on that. '77 good thru '81, pick-up
tractor, trucks, 43,000GVW, tractor-crawler.) Now Jim wouldn't have
~ad his license stamped yet because he hadn't completed all the hours

_-cessary or he hadn't applied for it?) I'm not sure, I think that Jim
had been in contact with Don Stagg about having him come over and license
him. That runs in my mind, and I'm not sure whether it ever happened

or not. (Don Stagg is the C & M Foreman on this side)C7"\\ / :
/c}wz,/
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(\_/ WITNESS STATEMENT

VEN BOSMAN
(Investigators Questions)

(I guess just explain to us what happened) Okay. (What you know

about it from a conversational approach.) We started the morning

with an updated forecast to do the prescribed burn at Crane Lake.

The prediction was for wind shift between 2:00 and 4:00 PM but we

had 10 mile winds from the west and we took the temperature,

relative humidity, and wing speed at 9:45 before we started the fire -

the prescribed burn at Crane Lake. It was going good for about the

first hour from about 10:00 to 11:50. Then about 11:00 it started to

spot along the line, over the line once to an uncut area. We contained

that and we were working northward parallel to 33 burning out the line

and when we got at the north end of the strip before it turned and

went west away from M-33. There were some slash piles fairly close to
e line we were burning out, but about 3 chains to 5 chains from M-33

N
Kwere free of slash, I guess 3 chains maybe. I think when those slash

piles started burning they picked up sparks that the wind carried across
the road. That is how I thought it ignited across the road. We had
some spotting in the grass between the slash piles and 33 but we had

our 1000 gallon pumper right there and we had Tom Sadler on the ground
on foot with a portable radio looking for spots. We had Mike Harnois
and Tom Hahn with the pumper and they were putting out the spots, plus
we had the tractor there. (This was on the east side.) No this wall

_all on the west side of the highway cuz there was room between the

V

prescribed fireline and the highway. Probably 3 chains between the
highway and the prescribed burn line. (Ven, excuse me did you say the
fire turned and headed west?) No we started firing west. The pres-
cribed fireline was running west. OK so those were the people we had
there at the head of the back fire in the prescribed burn. What
happened then, there was a vehicle hung up and I'm not sure which one
it was, but it was back in the interior of the cut area that we were

»ing to burn and so Swiderski was driving the tractor and he was

N—

N
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sitting there adjacent to where we were back burning when Tom Bates
called him to go pull out that vehicle. So he went west and he was

gone from the area when the fire jumped M-33. Ok he was out pulling

out that vehicle. The tanker then was working the area between the
prescribed burn line and M-33. I wasn't there to know exactly how

it was burning on the other side of the road, cuz I was in to the

west along the prescribed fire line and then I heard Harnois and Hahn
say it spotted across and then 5-4, the tractor Swiderski was operating
came from pulling the vehicle out. (Was Swiderski alone in the tractor?)
Yes he was alone in the tractor. No one was working with him and so
when he came up by me then I went with the tractor. The fire had
crossed the prescribed line at the north east corner of the prescribed
burn into the uncut area on the west side of the road. I don't know
what was happening on the east side of M-33. Swiderski was plowing a
line in a northeasterly direction along the fire that had spotted north
of the prescribed burn west of the road so I went along behind him. I
got out to the road and Tom Bates was out.there and Tom said 5-2 was
over on the other side of M-33 picking up a spot and so I guess afte:

he got out to the road I let him go cuz I wanted to see how that line~
was holding behind me. It jumped the line he plowed so I couldn't do
anything with it so I got out to the road. In the meantime he had gone-
south apparently along 33 and worked in conjunction with the pumper on
the east side of M-33. He had crossed the road and I wasn't appraised
of the situation on the east side but Tom said they had worked the

south side of the spot with 5-2 and 5-4 and Swiderski was going to come
around and run around the north side of the spot on the east side of

the road. OK when Swiderski came along on the shoulder of 33 on the
east side, Tom said why don't you go with him and I said OK. So Jim
took off in an easterly direction and I was following him to watch the
line. It was more improtant to see how things were going behind from
the south. I don't know where the pumper, 5-2 came from but they

came on to his plow line. (One of your district units?) Yes = this

is 5-2, our 1000 gallong 6x6 with Tom Hahn and Mike Harnois operating
(You're strung out with the tractor followed by you followed by the
pumper?) Ok now the tanker came in behind the tractor and then there r-as
a power line therefand I could see down the power line pretty good. <
ran due east and west. Perpendicular to the highway. The wind was from
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the west the fire was burning into the east. And so about that time

5-2 was going along behind the tractor, Swiderski, and Jim Davidson

from the local newspaper showed up. He asked me a few guestions and

I talked with him for a few minutes and then I could see that the fire
was going to roll on to the south of the line now that they were putting
in and Davidson was there and I said we're doing the best we can and it
was really starting to cook. Right then it came across the power line
to the north. Ok, that's when then I came back to the road, (The fire
crossed the fire line?) Yes. It came acorss the power line, (Was the
plow still running north of the power line?) No at that point it was
angeling north farther down and as they were working east it was angling
north of the power line. (At that point then the fire went across the
power line?) Yes at that point the fire was crossing the line. (It was
north of the plow line?) Yes, and that's when I returned to the road
and I talked with Tom Bates and I was concerned about the way it was
going and we had the aircraft overhead and it was Patrol 7 and we had
had experience with them on a fire the week before. He wasn't doing us
a good job at all because he was a new pilot and he wasn't giving us

any information about what was on the ground. It was just nonusuable
information, so I felt we needed an observer up there with him, I talked
with Tom and he said yes you better go. He talked with the pilot and he
agreed to sit down at.the ﬁio Airport - DNR strip north of town-mile

and a half. I caught a ride with a pssing vehicle up to the ranger
station. Then I took a pickup truck from the ranger station, got on

the plane and started looking at the fire. I don't know when the fire
crossed the road, I'd say around 11:30. Tﬁai's my estimated time of .
when the fire crossed the road. Yes M-33. (Do you have any idea when
you got the ride?) No, Horace it was probably 15 minutes after that--
quarter to twelve or so. I didn't hear anything about Swiderski until
about 2:00 when Tom Bates called me and said we haven't heard anything
from Swiderski, would you take a look and so we tried to follow his
ﬁlow line. We followed it and it just got so smokey that we couldn't see
anything. So we took a look at the fire some more and came back to it
about a half an hour later and the smoke had cleared and we got a better
“look down there and then I spotted the tractor. I could see where the
tractor was sitting. (Was that about 3:90 then?) I'm guessing it was
in the neighborhood of 3:00. I may be off on these times but I'm
guessing maybe 3:00. Marzolo had been sent by Bates to find Swiderski
and Randy was wandering around on the ground down there. We finally
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spotted Randy and then we talked to him on the bull horn and steered

him to the tractor. It was about 6/10ths of a mile in from 33 to the*xi
east and on the north side of the power line maybe 5 chains. Randy

was east of that -- he was about a mile in from M-33 when we, first saw
him so we talked him down to the power line then back to the west and

up to the tractor. When we were circling around there when the pilot
saw the body. So then we talked Randy into where the body was. (How
far from the tractor was he?) I'm guessing maybe 5 chains to the north
(He was five chains from the tractor?) He was apparently running in a
northerly direction from the tractor. Randy told me his stuff and hard
hat and various items were strewn behind him. (This is all in the burn
area?) In the burn area to the north of the powerline. Randy did give
me a set of keys he found and I don't know what they're for. (I bet they
are for the apartment, those boys were looking for something like that)
Well the keys themselves are useable., (That looks like a piece of
leather that got hot, doesn't it?) (Kawasaki - does he have a motorcycle?)
No. (This is a FS key, I bet one is an apartment key, the boys are
looking for it] I thought I better hang on to them until we get
clearance. Randy picked those up. (I'll tell you what we ought to také
those and tag them.) Yes. (Where did you bick up the keys?) Apparently
just in the burned area near somewhere. (So they were kind of scattered,
they weren't right next to the body?) Yes I understand his clothes were
completely burned off him. (I asked that of Randy this morning and that
was what his response was). (What was he wearing?) He was wearing fire
shirt and fire pants, and a hard hat. (Did he have a shelter?) Shelters,
I can't verify that but shelters should have been with the tractor.

(But he did have the required?) Yes he did. (OK do you want to hold it
I have a couple of questions, you measured weather conditions at 9:15
and they were within prescription?) Right. (OK 9:45 alright, you
expected to be through with the burn before the wind shift?) That is

‘correct. We had the area divided into smaller blocks. There is about,

200 acres there and we had it divided so we could burn 100 acres on the
east side of it and we figured that we could get that burned and if it
got bad we would just quit. (When was the shift predicted, you said but

. I forgot?) Between 2:00 and 4:00 PM. (Did it occur about then?) Yer ‘'t

just came more out of the northwest it was directly out of the west a-d
then it shifted to the northwest. (It must shifted about 3:00 when you..)
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Well actually when we could see the tractor it was not so much because
of the wind shift so much but because the fire was dying down. (But
anyway it did shift between 1400 and 1600?) Yes. (At that time'was
the fire already to Mack Lake or was it considerably back?) I think A
it got to Mack Lake about 1:30 or so. (It was that far alreéﬁy by 1:30)
It got over there incredibly fast. (It traveled 3 or 4 miles in a %
hour or less) It sure did, I would say maybe an hour I don't know.
(You know what we really need is his diagram of thié, I have a diagram
Ven drew earlier this morning. (Erickson and Ven review the diagram)

You can see the area within the fire that 5-2 sprayed with water is not
burned. Harnois and Hahn said it got too hot for them and they went
north, and I asked them if they talked to Swiderski on the radio and

he hadn't talked to them. The wind was pretty much out of the west.
(How manpy people were out there?) We'd have to make a head count, I
don't have that exact figure now. Approximately 10 but lets make a
count, Tom Bates, Dick Lord, Myself, Ton Hahn, Mike Harnois, Jim Swiderski,
Tom Sadler, Randy Marzolo, Gordon Haase, a YACC- Steve Perkins, Dave
Bataviz. (How did Swiderski get out there, what vehicle did he have?)
Tiltbed truck. (Do you know who rode with him?) Dick Lord and he

went out to Mack Lake to plow some furrows before the fire for a soil

moisture study.

They went out in the morning before 8:00. From there they went over

to the Crane Lake Burn. (Did he have a radio and did Harnois have a
radio?) Yes they each had a radio. (You had a radio?) Yes. (You were
all in touch?) Yes. (Tom Bates was the Fire Boss?) Yes. (Did all of
the other fellows have radios?) Yes they all had radios. (The tractor
was found before it reached the end of where the pumper thruned north,
is that right?) I don't know where the pumper turned north - that's

a question mark in my mind. I didn't see where it turned north, I know
from talking with Tom and Mike it turned north. (You said the tractor
quit?) I saw where i stopped from the air, I don't have any indication
if it broke down, I never heard any communications. When I left the
fire I left my'radio-with Tom Bates, his radio conked out on him so I
gave him my radio,. (Is the tractor pretty well burned?) From what I
saw from the plane'I'd say itbk pretty well burned. (What was the
humidity?) 37%. (And the wind was 10 mph?) Right from the west. (You
think the trigger was the slash piles?) Yes I could see it after we
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got going that the slash piles were too close. The slash piles

were hauled from the processing area, it was a whole tree harvested
area and they took them away from the processing area and scattered
them around with a skidder. They were tops of jack pine slash and
there were just big loads of them. They had scattered them ;o they
would be out in the burn area when they cut it but they had too many
too close to the edge. The rest of the area was just grass, there

was grass and then these slash piles. We were concerned about

getting that area burned this spring before it greened up cuz we knew
once it greened up we couldn't burn it cuz we didn't have anything to
carry it between the slash piles. That's why we put the priority on
burning that area first. (Once it got across the road it was out

side the area?) Right. (Think of anything else?) Questions about Jim -
I thought that he was in good health, I wasn't aware‘of any bronchial
problems, I just wasn't aware that he had any. (Far as you know had

he said anything about not wanting to be around fire?) No he never
expressed anything like that. (He didn't resist taking the STEP test?)
No he didn't resist. (He was an alternate on a Regional Team?) I
think so. I know he was on a team last year and he was disappointed _ at
he didn't get called to go. (There were several employees who wrote

a letter, was he one who signed that letter asking why he didn't get to
go?) Yes he signed that letter. There were about 4 or 5 employees in
the office who signed the letter. Sorenson, Fox, Harnois, Hahn and I
think Swiderski too. They wanted an explanation why this forest didn't
send a crew. (Cliff responded to the letter - it was last fire‘season?)
Right. (We sent people 3 times last year, we didn't send anyone from
this forest) We sent them 1 week to California. They got on a fire for
just a short time. So I think his name is on that letter. (I've got
his fire job qualification experience and training recoréd and it showed
a rating of 45. Everything is coded,would you have one of your girls
write in what the codes mean?) OK. (Course numbers and everything are
fine but anybody not familiar with those codes wouldn't realize what
that meant?) ©OK. (Have you ever been to his house?) No I have not

been to his house.
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added later:
o~ |
One additional event occured that I had forgotten during the
interview. A contract dozer and plow operated by Floyd Moore
arrived at the fire sometime between the time Swiderski started
plowing line east of M-33 and when I left to go up in the airplane.
Tom Bates had assigned Dick Lord to go along with Moore's tractor.
They started plowing in a northeasterly direction from M-33 just

north of Swiderski's plow line.

)
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WITNESS STATEMENT

MIKE HARNOIS
(Investigators Questions)

First of all Tom Hahn and I were on 5-2, that's our 6x6 tanker, and

we had set out a couple of 300 gallon tanks at a couple spots around

the burn. We did that in the morning, and then we went in to Mack Lake
and topped off our tank, so we were at capacity of 1000 gallons. We

came back and pretty much every body was already there. They were
waiting on us. About midway in Block 1 along the highway there was a
two-track road that runs about northwest. We started burning the

part north of that road. Dick Lord and Ven Bosman were the torchmen,

Ven was out in front. They were working together along the line and

we pulled Dick back, Ven ahead. There weren't too many problems with

it until we got to the edge of the leave strip, and we had to run in
with the tractor and 5-2 to knock that down, and we got a line around
pretty good and quick, it wasn't very big. Then we got into an open

area north of the leave strip and our line kind of slipped across the
open area. We were about 5 chains west of the highway. (So you had
trouble within the first half hour or twenty minutes of firing?) I'd

day within the first hour. We had orZslop over. 1In that open area

we had a couple of small spots, but we were sitting there with the

tanker and we just put them out as they happened. And that again wasn't
much of a problem, they were just over the line into the grass. The
first problem we had was when we got past that open area and up against
some jack pine leave area to the north. Ven was firing along a line and
we lost sight of him around a corner. We were sitting in that open

area waiting to go where ever we were needed when we saw that it had
jumped the line into the jack pine. We started over that way to hit the
crossover, but it was starting to build real fast so we pulled back to
33 and at that point we got our 1% inch water hose out and started along
33 to knock it down as it came out to the road. There was a lot of smoke
across the road at that time and there was a little bit of a problem with
traffic. . I believe at that point or shortly before that point, Fire
Boss called for some traffic control. It may have been a little before
or a little after, but we were having problems. I got the tanker out
onto the highway and we were having problems maneuvering it because of




. Harnetj

A‘\,

MHoners 2=

the traffic and heavy smoke. But the fire jumped the road in there.

I would say that this was after 11;00, probably near to 11:30. (Did -
it jump 33?) Yeah. Somewhere in that time. We flipped over to the
other side with the tanker and parked. We weren't too effective,
there's a cut back there. We could not climb the cut bank. With

the truc, we couldn't climb it, it was too soft and too steep to

get up with the load that we had. So the tractor got across the

road sometime in there and I don't, I can't say when, because I

didn't see him cross the road; it was all smoke. But he did plow in
the spot on the east side of the road. He wasn't in very long. I

saw him go in just a little ways north of us and come out just a
little ways south of us. It couldn't have been very big because he
was in there maybe 5 minutes. He just plowed in around and we knew
Gordon Haase was in there and 1 YACC was in there. (Gordon was one of
them?) Yeah. He was one of the line crew. It was shortly after that,
I don't know whether the fire jumped farther north on 33, or it if
slopped over that spot. I don't know what the source of it was, but
we turned around and headed north to where the cut bank dropped down
and where we could get off the road and tie up with Swiderski's -
plow line. He was heading a NE direction, and eventually an easterly
direction. It started out kind of angling to the northeast and then
curved around to the east. We were following his line and knocking
down fire as we went. At that point, Tom Hahn was in the well behind
the cab with a hose. I was driving. (You say knocking down fire, fire
that was coming up to the plow line?) It was coming up to the plow line.
(So, you were kind of going behind the tractor with the tanker?) We could
not see the tractor at that point, he was well ahead of us. We were
knocking down fire along the plow line, more or less following it as
best we could. (Were you on the south side of the plow line or the
north side of the plow line?) We would flip back and forth, we were
straddling it, pretty much depending on the trees and how we could
maneuver thru there, we might slip north or south of it. We crossed
the power line following the plow line, the tractor was still out it
front of us somewhere and we were just following his plow line. (It
crossed the power line going northeast, is that right?) Pretty much

~
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east at that point, when we got to the power line we were heading
pretty much east.g Near as I could tell. The power line I believe

runs northwest/southeast, roughly as I recall. (actually east-west)

We crossed it at a diagonal. We weren't very far from the power line
for quite a ways. I radioed in and asked Fire Boss if that power

line was dead or not, because we were spraying a lot of water in thereJ
just for caution. (Did he know?) He did not know. He came back

and he said he didn't. So with that in mind, at least in my mind,

that was something that we had to be careful of. We were getting into
young jack pine at that point. Between the road and the powerline
there were young jack pines, some fairly open and scrubby areas, but
not real heavy cover. Once we got in across the power line we were
into large sapling, small sapling, some doghair jackpine and even small
pole size jackpine. It was pretty thick and we were trying to stay

as much with the plow line as we could. I was outside the plow line
quite a bit of the time just because I couldn't follow the line very
closely. Maneuvering was tough. I had it in 6-wheel low and we

were just pushing through knocking down the fire" as we went. I don't
know how long a period (Coming right up to the line, the fire was?)

The fire was pretty much inside the line. There wasn'tmwe didn't

see anything outside the line, we were hitting it inside the line.

(So, at that point the line was effective and you were keeping the line
effective? Behind you, you didn't see anything cross over behind you?)
We did not see any cross over behind, and I was looking for spots ahead
and we were not seeing any spotting across there. Sometimes the fire
was backing sometimes it was running. It seemed it wasn't real clear;
sometimes we were in a little bit of smoke, not often in heavy smoke. ‘
But it wasn't quite backing’laying in; there wasn't much wind down ingzahﬁﬂ
We were more or less cooling it off as we went, just knocking it down,
so it wouldn't burn too hot. It was a little ways farther on that we
came upon Swiderski. We were heading pretty much east at that point.
He pulled out to the left to get out of our way, or so it seemed. As I
recall, to the north things were somewhat open, there was some shrubby
growth but you could see some distance/ not xdaght in front of you.
Since we were a little bit faster our plan was to continue along the
fire front and knock it down, Because we were also knocking down trees.
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7 figured that hewould follow in behind. (You said fire front-
do you really mean fire front?) Well, no. At that point, no it —
was pretty much a flanking action, however, shortly things started to
deteriorate, sur=gituatden. It was more like a front at that point, it
swung around and it seemed to be running to the north. We got in
there a little ways along and I don't know if Jim followed us or not
from that point. I couldn't see thru my mirrors any more, they were
all pushed aside. The only thinétthat I would occasionally look

back and see Tom in the well behind the cab. (Was he in a position
where had he looked back he could have seen whether or not Jim was
there?) Tom? (As he stood in the well? Or is there something that
would block his view?) No, not really, he could have seen. I'm
pretty sure that he was concentrating on getting water on the flame
and wasn't paying too much attention to what was behind us. We got

a little bit farther in, I don't know maybe 5-10 minutes, my sense of
time isn't real accurate, when it was crowning out on us in that

young stuff and it was getting so hot that we couldn't knock it down
with water and at that point I radioed to Fire Boss that we were getting
out. We swung to the left and headed north thru the jackpine and a‘
that point we were running at right angles to the fire. We were ruﬁnihg
north and the fireg~the line of the fire was pretty much east west.
The fire was coming towards us, it was crowning toﬁards us. We moved
north quite a ways. (At a slow speed?) I was in low low and I didn't
look at my tack, but I'm sure I was red lining it. I had the pedal
right down to the floor cause we needed the power and the momentum to
push thru the trees. It was difficult to steer, we don't have power
steering on that rig. I was just holding the wheel over to the left
and kind of waiting for the truck to come around by itself because
with all the stuff tied up underneath the truck it was difficult to
maneuver. I glanced back shortly before we turned off to the north

at Tom Hahn and he was squatting dqu in the well. We were getting
quite a bit of radiation heat andAwetting himself down with a hose.

I think he only did that once. Then we headed out to the north and
pulled out a little ways until we got into some more open areas, some
oak, scattered pine and some popple,dgaplings pretty much. We held up
out there for a minute, I took a gquick look around the truck.. We we>=

~



5 Harne!'s ¢

just covered over with brush at that point. There 3:;f§ome (Branches?)
“— branches, mostly dead branches, jack pine needles, and the whole thing.
The truck was running hot at that point, and I wondered if it lost any
coolant. I lgoked under neath and there was some dripping in front
but not a great amount. Most of the reason why it was running hot was e
the radiator was completely packed. We have the guard on the front
andtwinch and it was just piled in there and the fine stuff had been
sucked against the radiator and it built up so it couldn't fall back
out. At that point, we radioed the fire boss that we were out of immed-
iate danger, we had turned back toward the west and kind of watching it
to the south, on our left, (How far would you say you were from the
front?) That part of the fire was really rolling a lot of black smoke.
It was heading towards us and I'm guessing that it would have been a
couple hundred yards to our south. (Did the fire boss respond when you
told him that you were turning north and that you were then headed west?)
When I told him that it was getting hot in there and that we were getting
out, I don't think he responded at that point. When we told him that
we were out of immediate danger, I believe he responded then. Just
with an OK. (Mike, did you say you headed west some after you reached
your north point, you headed west?) Yeah, we started heading back for
33. (OK) Because we were out of immediate danger, but the way the fire
was approaching us we couldn't stay where we were. We were in a fairly
open grassy area, like I say with some popple, there was some pine. We
headed pretty much west maybe a little_bit the north of west until we
picked up a two track. Rather than plow it away thru the woods, I
kind of followed that out. That two track came back out to 33. We
followed that out to the west to 33. That two track came out immedi-
_ately- across from where the sale road 4416 came out. At that point
we tied in with Tom Sadler who is one of the timber crew, who égthe of
the ground troups. We held up there for a little while for radio traffic
to clear and to find out where we were going to go next. Tom was
still sitting in the well and I started to pull off some of the
branches from around the radiator and to get underneath the truck to
see if we sustained any major damage. My big concern when we were
in there and we were trying to get out was that the truck would break
down, in which case we would have been in a pretty tough spot. I was
pushing the truck hard to get out, so I was looking for damage at that
point. (How fast does it go in mph when you're in 6 wheel low?) I

N—
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I think about 5 or 6 miles an hour. It was moving right along.

At points we weren't going that fast because we were pushing trees
and-—at—other—points—whon-Wo-—wore—out—tr—tire=gperr. When I hit the
two-track I shifted up to 2nd and then as the two track got better
I hit 3rd. We were still in low range 6 wheel. Then when we could
get thru to Fire Boss, he told us to check our water supply and to
head up to 489, head north to 489 then east on 489. Which we did
until we geemie I think its two miles east, e reached Luzerne tanker
sitting on the corner where 489 turns south to go into Mack Lake. We
topped off our water tank, we were about half full. We held tight
there waiting instructions. It was shortly after that that I became
aware that we hadn't heard any traffic from Mio tractor on the radio.
That we were hearing most of the other units, but not Mio tractor.

At that time, I'm sure that Fire Boss was aware of that because he

was trying to raise Mio tractor. Patrol 7 was tryping to raise Mio
tractor and I'm not sure of the time span, but I guess that we sat

on the corner 15-20 minutes; just holding up waltlnéﬁﬁﬁg}e we could
best be used. Fire Boss sent us into Mack Lake area on the west end

of the lake, south west end of the lake to see what we could do in th~
way of saving whatever homes we could. There were several volunteei
fire departments in there at that time. We were in there working

more or less house to house, we weren't try#ing to save any houses

that were already on fire. We just didn't have any capability to do
that. We were pretty much trying to protect those homes that weren't
yet burned “er threatened. Fire Boss was trying to get Randy Marzolo
back into Mio tractor. (Did'you talk to the tractor at all on your
radio as you went by him?) No. There was no traffic when we

passed him,éé’didn't seem to be any problem. There really didn't

seem to be any need to talk to him. I had my hands full with the wheel,
Tom was in the well and its difficult to play with the mike. (Was he .
plowing then?) He was plowing up to the time that we got to him. He
lifted his plow and backed up a little bit to get out of, well it seemed
that he was getting out of our way. It looked like he was backing up

to his plow line again. But I didn't see him drop-the plow. (Did he
look at you or anything?) Yeah, he saw us, that we were there and he

~
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was watching out for us as we were passing by because he did start

back with the tractor. It seemed to me that he was facing his V-blade
kind of facing to the north. He turned off towards the north and

then he was backing up and well I had to do a little bit of maneuvering
there so he had to stop and hold it for me SO he knew that we were
there. (You actually did see him start backing out a little bit
before, he stopped and waited for you to go by?) Yes, that's correct.
(How far past that point do you suppose it was Mike that you had to
turn and go north to get out of the héat?) I'd say between 100 and

200 yards, I don't know. (Not too far then?) No, it wasn't too far

past that, I'm thinking. I'm really not tgo sure of the distance.
(That's a difference of another % mile or something like that) Now

from my memory of the way things were lying on the ground and the

way our passes go thru there, I could probably go back thru there

and find that sopt and then we could probably find where we turned out
and went north. I think that its possible that we could figure out
just how far that was. (We might want to consider that.) I was talking
with Tom Hahn earlier this afternoon and we had kind of hoped to get
out there early tomorrow morning to take a look ,? find out exactly.

We think we should be able to find out where he picked up his plow

to get out of our way. Then if he put it back down again or not,

we should be able to find that out. (There should be an interruption in
the plow line there somehow?) ¥eah.And if there is an interuption the
plow line and our tracks where we were pushing trees over, we might be
able to find that. (Did you ever see another plow line? North of the
one Jim was making?) No. When we headed down to Mack Lake, from jﬂi
corneiggggﬁzFﬁe tanked up, we passed Dick Lord with Floyd Moore, and
his tractor had come out to Eggleston Road. They had come from the
west and were heading east. (oh ok) and we met them at Eggleston Road
as we were heading south. (Ok, this is after you turned off where 489 is?)
Yeah, where 489 swings to the south. (What were those two names, Dick Lord
and?) Dick Lord, TMA here at Mio, was leading Floyéd Moore. (That's the
state?) No, its not. Floyd Moore is a cooperator. (Dick was taking
Moore east on 489?) No. They were, 489 goes east and west for a couple
miles and then 489 swings south. They were south of 489 heading to the
east and where the road 489 swings south, they had intersected the road
and they were traveling in an easterly direction and they plowed ewe a
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line out to the road. (From the west?) From the west. (Dick was
with Moore plowing the line from 33?) Right. Dick was the line
scout working with Floyd. (They plowed from 33?) I don't know

where they started their line. But they were coming from that
direction. (You must have come back into 33 below their line then?)
I don't know. Either that or we crossed in front of theqj Before
they put a line in. (There was a scout with that tractor?) Yeah.
I don't know at what point Floyd got his rig out there. But I
assume that as soon as he did, he hooked up with Dick Lord. (You
don't have any estimate of how far you were in from 33 when you
turned north?) (It would have to be a wild guess.) My wild guess
is a half-mile. Because we traveled quite a bit, quite a distance
to get back out again. So, I would say that it was about a half-mile/
could've been more. (When you went north then you headed west, was
that fire burning west?) (I don't know if I'm explaining it quite
right, but I got the impression that ahead of you the fire had moved
across when you were going east, the fire kind of moved up, eh, then
you swung north and that fire was coming up?) Well, the fire was
coming up from the south toward the north, and we were flanking it, ~
so we were turning with the fire a little bit, but at the point we
decided to turn north, it was to get away from the fire and we were
not following the fire. (Then when you swung west, was the fire still
going north?) Yes.(it handn't swung and started heading west?) No.
That's why we were heading west. (Then the power line whether it comes
out to 33 or not we don't know but it didn't go straight east it was
more like thiszf‘ Yeah. and somewhere along the way you crossed, but
maybe that's too sharp, but, you were out here and you passed Jim,

the fire was going this way at that point, but now 100 to 200 yards
perhaps, pasg;d Jim you're not sure, well, it started doing this on
you. ®Coming towards you.) Well, all of the time that we were
flanking the fire it was of course burning towards the east. The

main head of the fire may have been to the east, but it was expanding
towards the north. (But now it seems to be coming at you almost as
though it was the front moving north. The wind might have shifted?)
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Yeah. (It was getting too hot?) It was getting very hot. It
was crowning. It was moving to the north although at that point
I'm sure that the main head of the fire was heading east. But
the flanks were acting like the head of many fires I've been on.
(But in some dead stuff maybe it was just so hot you couldn't
stay there? Up to that point you had been flanking the fire
moving along with it and suddenly the thing started kind of
moving toward you. Is that right? It started going further
north?) What was happening was, we were flanking the fire and
it was moving in all directions. It was like one minute we were
knoecking it down, we were by no means trying to hold line’ 2;44y01°,
were just trying to knock it down. Then the next moment “ii=—wewe-
trying to get out. (You turned here and then you looked back to

see this billowing black smoke.) Yeah. We had moved a couple
hundred yards north and we were out of immediate danger, but we

were not safe. (So then Mio tractor wouldn't have been too far

from this heavy accumulation, whatever it was that caused this

hot condition, when you turned, he wasn't that far behind you,

so he was evidently feeling the same thing?) He was, he had been
plowing thru it and where we had passed him it was somewhat open

but there was a lot of dead stuff and slash around so that in terms
of fuels it was still heavy. (It was probably about that time it
was heading NE so, that's what you're describing - it was expanding
rapidly up that way?) Yes. (As well as going out like this?) We had
no idea what was goin on down here until we got up on 489 and we
could see it just cooking. (But what was the flank beginning to
move out faster?) Yeah. (You never saw Jim then after you passed
him?) After we passed him, no. (This must have been right around
noon because if that thing jumped, it jumped the lin there at 11:30
This all happened within a half hour or so after that activity,
wouldn't you say?) It may have been, we were kind of holding up

on the highway for a while there so it could have been 12:30 or so
by the time this happened. Maybe even 1:00. (Ok no later than that
probably?) I don't think so. (Probably between 12:30 and 1:00

would be the accurate time ?)
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(Did you know if he had any health problem?) No. I wasn't o
aware of any health problem. As far as I know he had passed

the step test. He was getting to be a pretty good cat skinner.

He had had quite a bit of recent experience with that tractor

and with the new plow that we had on it. That day I would say,
that of the people that were out there, Jim was the best qualified
one on that piece of equipment. At that time, with the people

we went out with to burn. (Spend any time at his house?) Sometime
sure. When we'd go over there for a beer every once in a while.
(Watch TV ?) Noflreal often. Jim was, I guess on the guiet side.

He wasn't withdrawn or anything. I suppose he was probably as

close to Dave Sorenson, Wildlife Biologist, because of their
mutual interest in wildlife biology. He's a pretty professional
guy. You know it was like having a biologist right there who
worked with us on our compartment prescriptions. It got to the
point where we'd work up initial data and just turn it over to

Jim and he'd build the wildlife out of what we had. Like wildlife
input, and we'd design the prescription around his input. A go
sense of humor, he's a good equipment manager, fleet manager. ~
(Do you think he enjoyed doing that kind of stuff-having to do
with equipment?) Well, the thing is -fleet-manager there's—a wheiey
wyy if anything breaks, why he's got to find somebody to fix it, and
there's a lot of paperwork involved. (Was he your District fleet
manager?) Yes he was and so its not something that anybody jumps

at the chance to get. But he was good‘at it and'you know)you'd

come in with a busted vehicle and tell Jim and he'd get it fixed.

I guess maybé your gquestion is was he a bug on heavy equipment.

‘He wasn't. (On the other side of the coin was he really unhappy

as far as you could tell that he had that particular task assigned
to him?) No I don't think so. To a certain extent in his work

and in wildlife opening development, it was one of his tools and so
he was pretty confident with that. You know some guys really get
off on equipment and handling equipment and things like that. But
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Jim wasn't one of those. (Necessary evil like cleaning paint
guns if you want to mark timber?) Yeah, somewhere in there.

(We asked what Mike thought Jim felt or thought about the fire-
fighting?) I guess he seemed about like most of us, that when
there was a fire, he was ready to go. He was gualified for
western details. He kind of missed the trip last fall, he wasn't
heart broken over it, but I think if we would have been able to
get in touch with him he would have come out on a western detail.
(Did he ever make one?) No, he didn't. He was on the first crew
to go last fall but we couldn't get in touch with him when we
went out to Southern California. (He wasn't home or something?)
Yeah, he was away from his house and we didn't get in touch with
him. He didn't go. Otherwise he would have. (You did? ) Yeah,

I was one of the alternates and I'm not sure, but I think Jim was
on the crew. I guess I wouldn't call Jim a full-blooded smoke
chaser but he appreciated the overtime as much as anybody. I
suppose his adrenaline got going along with everybody else's

when we had a smoke. (It was an adventure to a degree to go on

a western fire detail?) I'm sure that if given the choice of a
career as a firefighter, he'd just as soon be a wildlife biologist.
(But given a choice on going on a fire or not, he'd have gone on
the fire?) VYeah, I think that he wasn't real disappointed last
fall because he was kind of getting over a cold and wasn't feeling
right up to snuff anyway. But he might have been disappointed if
he had felt better.

%/ﬁz/%%mow 5./0-80
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e
Tom Hahn:

(Investigatiors Questions)

I was with the Mio pumper unit 5-2, I was working the pumper's water
end of it. Let me start from here. It is after it Jjumped 33. We
were prescribed burning and we got our first major spot, it got away
from us on the prescribed burn and we had our first spot across the
highway. We had a steep bank here so the pumper unit couldn't get
up the bank. We did get the tractor in and Jim put a line tied to the
top of the bank. He ran a line around. 6K I saw him here. It took him _
about 5 minutes as far as I can remembe:.' Then he ran another one back
around. By that time, or shortly thereafter, it jumped that line again.
~I'm guessing its probably to the northeast. (How big was that spot?)
The spot at that point, guessing now, probably 100 feet across. It
wasn't that bad. Like I say iﬁ took him about 5 minutes to come around
“is thing. That's a pretty géod guess, I think. O.K. so she spotted
\*again and started running this way, going with the winds. At that
point we pulled the pumper unit and we were parked on M-33 here because
we couldn't run line up to the spot. We just couldn't reach it to do
anything. We did have some people on this line with Jim with handtools
and backpacks. (Who was on that line?) Gordon Haase, one of his YACC'ers,
I believe Tom Sadler was in there too, on our marking crew. We got our
pumper unit up on the bank, there was a spot to get in here and at this
point we tied in with Jim. Jim started-along'this NW flank of that
thing. (Northeastern?) Well, yeah, northern flank, we'll call it. The
thing's running in a northeasterly direction. We're going this way.
He started plowinglline here. - When he started plowing, he was out in
front of us. It took us a little bit to get around here and start
tying in. Ven Bosman was behind the tractor acting as safety man.
Whether or not he had a radio or not, I can't say for sure. From this’
point, what happened is, we tied in , the pumper, with Jim's line and
we started spraying. Knocking this flank down and we were behind him.

)



Hahn
C 2.0 Heah, 2

—

SN
)

(Now Ven was ahead of<¥ou at that time?) Ven was ahead of us.
Because he was behind the tractor. At that point I believe he .
pulled away feeling that we were going to work together and just
stay like that. That we'd be safe and he with the smoke and,
everything, I don't know, maybe he felt he was in danger. That's
speculation. I'll just stick to the facts here. So, we were running
behing him in tandem. (You had no communication with him then?)

With Jim? (With Ven.) I had no communication. I was in the back of

the pumper. I was outside of the cab, I was in the cubﬁyhole in the
back with the spray. So, if there was any communication, I would have
no idea. (But you had seen him?) I had seen, yeah, we had seen Ven

at this beginning point. (Could you see Jim at that point?) Yeah.

He was well ahead of us at that time. (How far would that be?) Oh,

1/8 of a mile. (400 yards?) Something like that. He was far enough
away that we could still see him but he was a good ways ahead. (Think
Ven was up there near him?) Yeah. I can't tell you for sure how far
he plowed and we stayed behina him. (You're going NE all that time?)
Again my directions may not be good, we were on the north side of tb
fire, it was to our right, as we were moving. Whether it was going
E or NE, you got me there. I-.don't know how far we went, it was a

fair distance. We started getting into some young jack pine, 10 to 15
foot tall. At some pbint in time up here, we came up on to Jim. We
were right behind him. Whether it was too hot, too smokey, I can't

say for sure, but at that point he stopped and he backed up. He let

us go by flrst. We started hitting the head of the fire again, not the
head but the flank again. Killing the flames.as best we could and
laying a wet 1ine; At that point, that's the last I saw him. He was
backed up here and sitting there. (You never did see him start up again
and go forward?) No. I glanced behind and it didn't appear he was

in trouble at that time. That he was hung up or anything. (It looked
like he backed up to let you go on by?) He d4id, he backed up and came
in here, pulled his plow and backed up. (You're almost. positive that's
why he did that?) To let us go by? My feeling is that maybe it was
too hot, because we were flanking it pretty close. The heat might have
been too much for him and he might have wanted us to go ahead and knﬁﬁk
it down so he could come thru. Another possibility is that in that __
young jack pine, a tractor has problems. It was fairly thick in spots
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and further up the line it was even thicker. But where we were,
he could have problems in that thick stuff. Whereas we could lay
it down in front of him and the tractor wouldn't have to do so much
work. . (What problems?) The tractor could get hung up. The,V~bladé,
when the V-blade starts pushing thru thick, young jack pine, there's
a lot of resistence and it doesnit chop it a lot, it just kind of
lays it over. It's a tough situation, maybe he wanted us to go
forward and knock that stuff over because the big pumper can handle
that stuff with no problem. (He didn't wave as far as you know? He
didn't indicate that's what he wanted?) I didn't notice any hand
communications. I glanced behind after him, I wasn't sure what was
happening. I do remember glancing back, looking at him. (Did you
stop?) No we were still moving;,(What happened then?) O0O.K. what
happened after that is we kept piowing, not plowing, we kept moving
breaking it, spraying as best we could, trying to kill some flames.
We got ahead of him and ( You lost sight of him?) I lost sight of him.
(Why did you lose sight of him?) We were moving fast, the pumper '
normally moves faster, unless we stay behind him. (Did you look back
= to see, you couldn't see him or you were just so busy or -- why did
you lose sight of him?) I tried to see him a lot. I remember
glancing behind me looking at the conditions of the fire after we
left him. I was concerned about the crowning because we were in
small stuff and it looked like the possibilities of it crowning behind
us, making a line. (When you say small stuff, Tom, how big is it?)
I'm talking 10 to 15 foot. (What were’you thinking that if it crowned?)
If it crowned, I was thinking we'd better gét out of there. Because
it would run. It'had the possibility of ruﬁning onto us. (Go over the
wet line.) At the point in here it was on the ground. (Was there much
smoke at this point?) No. We were moving with the wind and smokewise,
I don't remember it being that bad. We continued and like I say I
glanced around looking at conditions around us more than looking for
Jim. I have to admit that. I can't tell you how long we moved, it
might have been a % mile, it might have been % mile more. We were
moving along and it was some amount of time. Things started crowning
pretty well. Both juét immediately to my right and a little bit to our
~ right in front of;gs. As that time I signaled to Mike, who was
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4 driving, and said we better get out of here. At which time we went 2
I don't know what direction, perpendicular we pulled away from the
fire and eventually we circled around and hit a two track and it came
out onto 33. (Tom, did you say how long it was after you paséed Jim
before you turned?) Since the last time I saw him before we turned

away from the fire? I"m guessing, 5 minutes anyway, maybe after 10

minutes. That's a guess, it may be more than 5 minutes. (You never
did see him start forward again from that spot?) No. (Did you cross
a powerline?) I think coming out we did. {(You don't remember one

going?) I don't remember it down here, but when we came out. If we

go back on the ground we can see the path we took pretty evidently

because of the tracks. But coming out, we definitely came out north

of where we went in on 33. I do remember the powerline, crossing

underneath a powerline. (On your way out?) Come to think of it, I

may be wrong. No, on the way in, because I remember signaling Mike.

After we started at that point I don't remember if we were still
_behind Jim or in front of him. But I remember seeing the powerline,
Qand signaling Mike that the powerline was there hoping that he'd get

on the radio and get the thing shut off. That I do remember. I don't

know what else I can add. (You had no communication other than hand

signals with Mike?) Not unless we stopped. 2nd he opened the door.

But it was basically hand signals. Mike and ‘I have worked pretty

well together and we both kind of think alike. When I pointed out

the crown, it triggered him immediately. (You don't have any way of

signaling him, like we have those horns and stuff on planting

machines - you know if he's really concentrating on his driving, you

don't have any way to signal to him?) I rap on the top of the cab.

(That's the only signal you have?) Right. (Are you right behing

the cab?) Theres a window, I'm sitting, I'm directly behind the cab,

there's a cubbyhole, oh say 3' x 3'. (I was thinking you were more

to the back?) No, I'm right behind him and there's a window. (Se

you can bang on the cab?) I can bang, bang on the window. (Do

you ride facing back or sideways?) There's a lot of room, you can
(nkind of crouch down behind the cab - it's a pretty safe spot. You can
‘—ise your nozzle, hose and nozzle out to the side, either side. (You

felt an element of fear when you rapped on the cab and pointed - you

evidently thought that was enough right there?) I was thinking ahead,

~
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you know, as I'm spraying, I'm constantly looking around, seeing
what's happening. Because the driver has his hands full. I'm
just keeping that thing going and I was looking around as we went
up the line and I didn't see any problems until she started, she
left the ground and started crowning. It did start crowning well
back, 200 - 300 feet back in the woods. But at that time, the
possibility of it making a run right behind us was a little more
than I think both of us wanted. (How well did you know Jim?)
Pretty well. We were hunting buddies most of the time. We hunted
together. (What did you hunt?) Oh, deer and woodcock, partridge,
fishing smelt. (Did he have any health problems thaf you know of?)
Not that I know of. (He was on the intra-regional fire team -
were you?) Yes. (Did you go up on details to the West?) I went
to California for that week. (He didn't go?) No he didn't. (Did
he ever talk to you about it?) Not directly I don't think. You
know we talked, thru the summer, and with a group, everybody that
was on the crew, about going. (But afterwards, he didn't/get to
go?) No. Jim, in my opinoin was a hell of a nice guy, very easy
going. Nothing ever really upset him. Always open that I know
of. Just a heck of a guy. {How about his house - was he a very
meticulous person?) He was neat. (Would'he go out and leave it
open?) Yes, I think so on occasion. I don't know if he always
kept it locked or unlocked, I can't say for sure. (Did he use
drugs or alcohol?) Alcohol. (Much?) No, mostly beer, mostly in
groups. (How about Sunday - do ybu know if he had any drinks?) I
was on standby. (Was he on standby?) I don't remember. (He was
fleet manager on the District, what was his attitude toward that?)

I think it was duties he would rather not have had, but it didn't
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make him perform any less than he should have. I think he done a

darn good job. (How about his fire training - can you shed any ~

light on that?) I guess the only knowledge I have on that is the

training he got on the District. (Any fire behavior training?) I

believe he did. Jim and I both came on the District at about the

same time within a month or so of each other and I believe that

first spring we had a several day session on the District on basic

fire fighting and behavior slide tape presentation. (Was it the

simulator?) No. We did have this spring another one or two day

session and we had talked about using the simulator and I guess we

decided against it, but we made up our own. I guess mostly Tom

Bates drew up the slide tape presentation on an actual fire

situation and how they handled it and we critiqued it afterwards

so training-wise it served its purpose as a simulator. (Are you

. familiar with the simulator?) I haven't been in the hot seat ~
myself, but I'm familiar. (Where did you go to school?) The

University of New Hampshire.

(‘\
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Questions to Hahn - Herbelshermer-- Martin 0945°- 5/9/80

(Tom, We've read this statement you gave the other day and have a
few gquestions to clarify our observations.)
Okay. (How did you handle hose nozzle?) We laid a few lengths of
hose while working on the spots at the original prescribed burn. After
we crossed Highway 33 and started working on the escape, I was in the
"cubbyhole" and remained there until we got back to the Highway 33.
(How was the length of hose lost?) When we left the spot on the
west side of Highway 33 we just threw the hosé up on top and it was
sort of piled loose and a limb must have caught and pulled it off.
I was not aware of it at the time, but thats how it must have happened.
(Did you have water left when you returned to Highway 33?) Yes,
we still had about 500 gallons, half a tank.

(
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RANDY MARZOLO

( Investigators Questions)

My name is Randy Marzolo and I'm going to describe what my day was

like. I started working at 7:00 o'clock in the morning. I took 5-3
which is a pick-up truck with a big bed on it. I had to drive to
Fairview where our trees are stored and pick up a load of trees and

take them out to the planters over on Brush Road. I then was supposed
to go after delivery, go to the prescribed burn area. I did that and

I got out to the prescribed burn area between 9:30 AM and 10:00 AM.

I went over to where we were meeting at, then I was supposed to transfer
over to 5-5, which is a four-wheel pick-up with a tanker on it. So I
parked 5-3 and got into 5-5. Dave Batavia was my partner on that truck.
We were waiting for 5-2 at the time. It wasn't there yet. Our tractor
was there, everybody was waiting for the other truck before we began
burning. After everybody got assembled, we decided to touch it off.

My job with 5-5, which has a pump on it, was to cover the area between
the burn and M-33, which is about 20-30 yards from the prescribed burn
area between the burn area and it consists of mostly just grasses and
some slash. So, we touched it off over in the corner, Unit 1l-a on the
map. It seemed to be going alright, we had a couple little spot fires
up in there, and I was called over between the burn and the highway

and we put those out using water. One spot got knocked down with water,
then we called the tractor to have. a line put around it. It was a

small spot, but it was big enough to put a line around. We did control
that. After we controlled that, the burn they were touching off further
in and more North and Tom Bates asked me to go across the burn area and
go up top of the hill. I picked my way up there as best I could and got
on top of the hill where they were going to touch off some more so I
could cover the area East of the burn. 2As I attempted to go up, I got
near the top but it was a little bit too steep for the 4-wheel drive in
the sand and the stumps, and I couldn't go up any further so I had to
back down some. As I was backing down, I got snagged on a little stump
but it went under the differential and I couldn't get off of it. So I
called for the tractor to come pull me out of there. There was some fire,
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grass fire, coming toward the truck so I used water to keep it cool
around the truck. Then a tractor came and we tied a chain to it ana—
he pulled me off the stump and got me out of the burn area. I got

on a grass area where it hadn't been fired up yet -- where, it wasn't
butned. It was then I tried to pick my way over to the road between
the prescribed burn area l-a and l-c. As I was going toward the road,

we had to stop along the way and remove a couple of snags SO I could

. get thru easier -- Dave was in front of me taking a couple out of the

way. A couple of times when I had stopped the truck for Dave to remove
some stumps to pick my way better, the truck did stall out, but we got
it restarted and kept going. I got near the road, the two-track, maybe
about 10 yards and the truck stalled again as we tried to remove some
timber so I could get thru easier. There were no flames around me at
the time, it was in a non-burned area. Then the truck stalled out and
I couldn't restart it, there was no -- it wouldn't even turn over at
all. Then the flames that Dick had started south and west of me, were
coming up my way and the truck was in limbo -- wouldn't start. We
called for a tractor to come and get us out of there. The tractor w=s
on top of the hill, we couldn't really see it from where we were _
standing. The flames were getting pretty close to the truck, as a
matter of fact they were real close to the bumper. The tractor then
went to the top of the hill so it was half enroute and hurried down.
The flames were real close to the truck. I had pulled my gear off of
it and gone up the road already. As the tractor came down, me and Dick
and Batavia wemt down to the truck and hooked up a chain to the bumper
just as fast as we could and pulled it out of there up into the road.
As we were watching, the flames enghlfed the area where my truck was.
It wasn't real big flames - more of a grass type fire. A pickup

truck, carrying loggers had equipment, (Maintenance equipment) for
their tractors. Whatever they had, I asked them to jump on it and

we got it started after a little bit. I was running short on water
because I used it to cool off the truck and to take care of those
first spots. Dick said to fill up the tank with water, so we headed

up the two-track and went up north.
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Ne hit 33 and went into Mio to fill up the tank with water. We
Cf'dld so, and filled it up with water and came back down. We came down
33 and we saw a lot of smoke as we were coming down 33. We thought
it was a lot of smoke coming from the prescribed burn but as we got
closer we realized that the fire had jumped and there was aﬂ awful lot
‘of smoke coming up. The road was pretty well invisible in some places
because of the smoke. So we stopped by the road where we had come out and
we started stopping traffic and directing some of the people. At that
time there was some casuals that asked if we could work them. I took
some of them and had them watch traffic and stop traffic after a while.
Then I used a couple of them to watch the line as it burned up towards
the road , two-track. At that time there was no fire north of the
' two-track, prescribed burn area. Dick Lord was asking for a radio at
the time,a good radio. This is a probably, a good hour or so after I
was directing traffic. So he called/they called me to take 5-5 over
to Dick. My truck, pickup, was still down in the prescribed burn area
where I parked it. So I drove Batavia down to the truck. The 5-3 pick-
up truck didn't have very much gas in it at that time and so we took 1t
Q:fup to Mio to fill up with gas. Then I took Batav1a over to where Dick
Lord was and I went up and we gave the truck to Dick and we drove the
other one back. So now Dick has the 4 x 4 with the pumper and I've got
the pickup truck which is called 5-3. I stayed up at Road 489 and Even's
Road where I had given the truck to Dick. As he went down to find out
about the fire down Ewen's Road I stayed in that corner, standing by.
There was a lot of casuals, a lot of equipment out there. We decided
that because if the smoke was going to start coming pretty guick we
moved the trucks and all the vehicles to a safer area from there. About
close to this time, this is a few hours later anyway, somebody was
asking me if I had seen Jim and I responded I didn't. I hadn't seen him
since we left the burn area, since he pulled me out of that when I was
stuck. So Tom, I think it was Tom Bates, said well let's start lookiné
for Jim and he gave me the description where he had gone in on 33 East of
the prescribed burn area. They said he was making a fire line from the
North of where we started burning and where it jumped over. So I gathered
some equipment, I took a couple of fire tents and a canteen and a radio,
\vrpicked up a portable radio, and I walked the fire line until I found a
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line north of the burn area. I must have walked that line about a

mile and the fire line just continued on. At this time the airplane
had spotted the tractor which was burned. And that it was only a ¥
mile from M-33 close to the power line. I knew I was a lot .further

in than a % mile so then I knew that I was on the wrong fire line.

I backed up and cut across to try to find another fire line south

of where I was. Then I made radio contact with the plane. I started
to head south to hit the powerline and walk that back up but along

the way I hit some two=tracks. So I walked £hem. At that time I was
having direct communication with the airplane:and he flew over me and

I informed him that he was just over me because he couldn't see me. He
looked out a little bit closer and he did see me. He then told me he
was going to fly over the site and dip his wings a little bit. I saw
where, approximately where he was so I headed right for that direction.
as I got closer to it he came down a little bit lower and started

using a bullhorn, not the radio to direct me right to the -- where the
dozer was. As I was walking along there he remarked that he may have
seen where Jim was. A little distance away from the tractor. He the-

"directed me right to the tractor using a bullhorn. I walked up to tlh_~

tractor and then he directed me toward Jim's direction which is probably
about a good 50 yards away from the tractor. I could see as I walked
that distance I could see where Jim, or where something was. It looked
like possibly it could have been Jim from a distance. So I walked

over there and I realized it was the body laying on the ground. As I
approached the body, I found a hardhat, which way laying probably 20-30
yards away from the body. And as I was walking toward the body more,

I found some keys and I picked those up. Then I walked over to the

body and I noticed that it was, had been burned. The clothes had been
burned and there was no chance for survival. The plane then radioed to
ask if that was Jim and I confirmed it. He asked me if he was dead and
I confirmed that. I then tried to call the Mio Office to send an
ambulance down there. I couldn't make contact with Mio so I had the
plane call Mio to get the ambulance down there. Which they did. I went
over to.the powerline from there and waited. I was waiting for the
ambulance. The ambulance and the Sheriff Department were dispatched to
it but they had a hard time, I could tell by radio, they had a hard 2
finding a spot where to come in. So then I started walking out to 33
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along the powerline. I went out to 33 and I saw the Sheriff was

on the road. The ambulance had started on the wrong two-track. So

I had the Sheriff go up and get the ambulance to where I was. The
ambulance went up in front and I rode with the Sheriff to the site

I had left the belt/tent where I had turned off to the tractor. So

we went up to that point and the ambulance crew took the stretcher,
hand stretcher. We walked down to the body and we looked, the Sheriff
looked around at first and the ambulance crew was wrapping the body
and putting it on the stretcher. I assisted in the tieing the body to
the stretcher. So we started to take the body out and two of them
started out but it was probably a good hundred yard walk and they

were getting tired so I assisted carrying the body out. The Sheriff
and one of the Conservation Officers also assisted carrying the body
away. We got it to the ambulance andput it inside the ambulance and
then they called the doctor who arrived real shortly and pronounced
him dead. I guess they had called the one of the morgues to take the
body over there, I think, I'm not really sure at that point. I
proceeded to ride with the Sheriff out to my truck. I got in the truck
and headed out to I believe it was 489 again and proceeded fighting
the fire. Then I worked with the hand line crew on the north end. Most
of those crew were casuals and we secured the north boundary along the

road and Evens Road, (I believe it was.)

The plow on the tractor had been lifted up énd the fire line ended and
the tractor kept going for about 10 yards not plowing the line, which
indicated that he had tried just to get out of there. Then he must
have stopped the tractor and started running. The body was about 40
yards away from the tractor. The tractor was about probably 10-15
yards away from the fire line.

I'd like to mention a little bit about what Jim was like as a person.
He had helped me a lot on my house putting on my deck, doing little
projects on the house. I used to go over to his place quite often,
sometimes after prescribed burns or a hot day we'd go over to his place
and have a beer or two. He was not an alcoholic by any means, but
after a hot day he liked to have a beer. He had been taking pictures
out back of my place where he was trying to take a grouse drumming.

The day before we had planned on going up to Drummond Island to do
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some fishing after planting season was over. Probably he was the —
best friend I had here on our District. Always ready to do anybody
any favors they needed. T had him watch my dog when I was away qulte
often - I really can't think of one thing I didn't like about Jim.
He was well liked by everybody around here. He didn't mind fires.
He wanted to go out west and try a hand at fighting fires out there.
I think he had passed the step test so he was gualified to go on a
Forest team. He wanted to advance and become a professional but he
was a little frustrated in that because of the few opportunities
there are for a male wildlife technician to join the professional
ranks at this time. He was operating our planting machine before

he was released to build fire lines these past few weeks for these
prescribed burns and also to do his own wildlife seeding with the
farm tractor. His experience on a tractor was limited this past year.
Most of it he got this past year. He was becoming our number one
tractor operator, but I believe he is still in the training position
. a trainee on a tractor that is. He had been On these other fires
we had here. He was a tractor operator on those and he did a prett
good job on those. So all I at this time can really say about Jim
was that he was well liked by everyone. I don't know anybody that
even disliked him for any reason at all and I'm sure he'll be sorely

missed here by everyone for a long time.

Gt 7
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MACK LAKE FIRE - LoRD

R. Lord

5/7/80
We started igniting at the SE corner of the prescribe burn, Unit 1A, about
1000 on 5/5/80. By 1130, I was at the NW corner of the Unit and Ven Bosman
was at the NW corner of the last patch of residual timber south of thg NE
corner of the Unit. At that time, some spotting was occurring in the residual
timber. The District fire-plog,lOOO gal. tanker and 175 gal. tanker were in
the vicinity of the spots and I stopped igniting until the spots were controlled.
About 15 minutes later, the fire. spotted on the E side of M~33 and Fire Boss Bates
ordered tractor-plow units. By approximately 1230 I was instructed by Bétes to
intercept Floyd Moore (Tractor-plow) and begin line construction on the North side

of the fire where the district plow began. Moore arrived and we began our line

_in a NE direction thru sparsely stocked Jack Pine and along the fire edge.

Occasionally, we entered well stocked Jack Pine pole timber stands but fuels
generally were poor to medium stocked pole timber with grass and blueberry. Winds
were mostly out of the West and NW but we experienced one severe windshift‘from/
the South. We constructed line NE and then Easterly to FR 4146 (between;3 :bh,
IZSN, R3E). About 1400, Bates informed me I was to be Division Boss on the North
Division with several tractors and a hand ctew. I travelled East in a pickup about
1430 to try to scout the head of the fire ;;t it was SE of Section 1, T25N, R3E,

by then. I continued through the afternoon to deploy dozers and hold the North
line with dozers and a 30-man hand crew. My observations of the fire's behavior

is that it rapidly became a crown fire and travelled to the E and SE. Following

the crown fire, unburned ground fuels ignited and burned in all directions to

the control lines.
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After the North line was reasonably secure, I met Tom Striker near Emly Lake

and assigned a dozer to him for line work. By this time, it was dark. The fire
was beginning to lie down some and short, finger-liﬁe runs were being made

on the South side. I continued through the night coordinating efforts to construct

line and returned to Mio about 0430 on 5/6/80.
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WITNESS STATEMENT

TOM STRIKER

(Investigators Questions)

I would say about 1:00 to 1:15, I remember looking at my watch but
I don't remember what it said, I had been working with some DNR
fellows at the gravel pit in the Three Lakes area. They left and
about 12:30 I was setting on the shore of the Three Lakes eating my
lunch and I could see the Prescribed Burn smoke. I had a mini pack
with me and things got kind of excited on the radio and I heard
somebody say that it had jumped 33. I don't know what time that was
12:30 - 1:00 somewhere in there I would guess. So I got in my little
car and I started heading west and I went down 604 to the intersection
'of 33 and there was a State Patrolman there and a bunch of people and
the patrolman didn't really know what was going on, but he was trying
to keep traffic away. I talked to him for a minute and I asked him
if he knew where anybody was or if they had a fire headquarters forming
or anything like thaF and he didn't know. Then a lady from Detrick
Realty came to me; & had a truck with a name on it and she said that
the Mack Lake Fire Dept. needed help there at Mack Lake. If they had
a couple more people they thought they could hold it. So I told her
to show me how to get there and she showed me. I wernt in there, I had
a rental Chevette and an empty back pack can, a shovel and a Mc Cloud
and my fire pack and a couple of radios. Anyway I went in there and
I got into just below the lake at that flat area there, and I met
Tom Bates and he stopped and so did I and we agreed that the best thing
to do was to get people out of there. At that point looking to the
northwest you could see big balls of flame upon the hill, you could
kind of look upon the ridge there and people were, or most of the
people were out at that time. There were a few that weren't. Finally
a fire truck came out and he said that he was the last so we pulled
out. I went back to the intersection of 604 and Eggleston Road and
Bates came out and he said alright this is your division of the fire.
We are going to try to hold it at 604 and Eggleston Road. I said
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alright, do you want to start torching right away or do you want —
to wait a minute. He said well lets get some eguipment in. About

that time a couple or three of the township pumpers came in, there

were guys with short sleeves and shorts on,the whole thing. "~ A DNR
truck came up with a big skidder on it, he had a big plow and we

were just getting that ready to get it off the truck and we sent one
truck back up Eggleston Road with the idea that they would defend

any cabins that they could. Anyway, we sent the pumper up there with
the idea that they would defeni cabins and before they went in I

asked them if they could get out to the east,they said yes there is a
road that connectw through. I said if it getthot, then get the hell

out of there. So they said that was fine and they started in and the
smoke was so thick they couldn't make it so they came back. At this
time Bates was back up in there and I called him and I said its

really bad and they can't get in. Can you get out? and he said that
he'd already gone all the way through to the north. This was maybe

ten minutes time. At this point we could see the flames at the junction
of 604 and Eggleston Road and it was start’ing to get a little bit v
About that time an ambulance came up and the fellow driving the ambulance
said he was looking for, or he had had a report of some hurt people,
people with smoke inhalation and stuff down there. I said I didn't
know anything about it, but I would try to find out for him. I had to
get on the radio and call back to base and I could see the flames
coming and it was getting close so I told people to get out of there
and to go east and south and get away from the fire. And before I
could get through to Bates it was getting so hot and so close that I
told the ambulance driver to get out of there too. The DNR fellow
whose name I did not get had started to take the chains off the skidder
on the low boy and he could see the flames coming too soO he started to
fasten it back togather, and got it loaded up. I was parked in front
of him so he couldn't move till I did, So I just ran down there

opened my car and got in. It was warm enough that I singed a little
hair on the back of my neck. I was pointing south and so was he so

we both just took off and we went probably a % mile and a ¥ mile south

on Eggleston Road which would be 4458 and there is kind of a high s
-



S#o—: kKer %

‘\:, there and he kept going and I stopped and looked back and I could
see fire all along the north edge of 604 at that point. I don't
know whether it had jumped yet, I could still see the pavement
here. Then I went on off to the next intersection which would
be 4461 and the junction of 4458 and the DNR fellow was there and
I talked to him for a minute and I suggested that he just keep
going south and/or east till he could get in touch with somebody,
he had radios and stuff in his truck. Then I started going east on
4461. I talked with that man 3 to 4 minutes maybe. Then I drove at
a reasonable pace on a sand road, maybe 20-25 mph east and got to the
next road which would be 4147 and I looked north and I could see fire
there. Maybe half way up or a little more than that. I continued
east to the next road which would be 4460 and I looked north again
and I could still see fire. So it was moving pretty quickly at that
point. (Do you have any idea now what time it was when you were at
the intersection of 4461 and 4460?) I don't really know what time it
was. It was no more than about 10 minutes since I had left that

\«. Jjunction there. But, (The junction was 604 and Eggleston Road) we were
just barely ahead of the fire at that time. I felt safe, but I knew
it was coming. I just kept going east and I knew that I could get out
on the Mack Lake Trail in a couple of miles, 489. From there I thought
maybe I could get upto the north end of the fire, which was where
everybody seemed to be. That was where the organization was at that
time I think. Mio equipment was working up there and there was alot
of volunteer fire trucks and so on. But I got out to 489 and looked
up and it was real smokey and you could see flames in this area, it
had looked like it had gotten around to the north end of Mack Lake
and it seems to me that I remember somebody saying it was around the
north end. So I went SE on Mack Lake Trail to,I think it was this
junction here, Mack Lake Trail and 4545. There was an open area there,
this was on the Harrisville District and we had planned to burn that
this spring, it was a real grassy open area. There were a couple
people there and I stopped to talk to them and ask them if they had
seen any Forest Service people or anything. At that time looking back

I could see a big ball of flame and smoke kind of towards the north.
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Towards Mack Lake, and another one which was considerably south of ~

that. So at that point there was two real hot spots there that I
could see. We stayed there for maybe 5 minutes or so and you could
feel the heat again so we left. I met some of those people a little
bit later on. I headed down to 489 and I got onto 4451, which was

a pretty good road off of Mack Lake Trail and I took it north then

up to 604 and,.I know what I was going to do. I figured I couldn't
get through on the radio, I had been calling repeatedly trying to

let them know what the fire was doing and I couldn't get through. I
don't know if it was the radio or not. You couldn't hear an awful
lot, I think maybe the fire was interrupting it, there was soO much
turbulance and smoke. So I figured out thaﬁuf\xgggd go to the
Curtisville Store, in Curtisville. Frank A owns that and he is
one of our Wardens. I figured I would use his phone and call Mio

and try to get through. So I got up to 604 just about where 4001 comes
into it, about the junction there, which would be I guess about right
in there. Those fire trucks that had been with me at 604 and Egglst
Road. So I talked with them for a few minutes and they didn't know ~~
what was going on. There was no communication at that point. 2nd so
I checked their water and fuel situation and most of them were in
pretty good shape, so I suggested that they go up to the 4001 bridge
over the AuSable River and I would go into Curtisville and make my
call. I would explain where the equipment was and stuff and I would
join up with them again. So they agreed to do that. I went into
Curtisville and the store was closediso theh I kept on going into
Glennie and I went to the Glennie Office. I tried both lines at Mio
on the phone and I couldn't get through so I called Harrisville and
I asked them to relay a message by phone or radio as soon as they could
saying that I had equipment and people at that bridge. That also
the fire had burned well south of 604 and I think I kind of explained
where it had went and about that time I met Chuck Lilly who was
driving Harrisvill'e big pumper and I sent him up to that 4001 bridge

to rondevou with those pumpers and just kind of wait till I got in
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touch with Mio by radio. After a while, after several times, then
they said go back to 604 and Eggleston Road and I checked to see if
the route was safe and they said it was and that it had burned out

on both sides at that point. So we headed back that way up’604 to
Eggleston Road. On the way over, and this would have been, probably
4:00 PM by this time. On the way over we got into the eastern most
part of the fire at 604 at about a mile east of the Emily Lake
private property, in here someplace. It was burning on the ground

in the hardwoods. (Near 4454?) Right,that would be the area. It
wasn't doing much there at that time and our assignment was to go
back to that intersection so we went in and waited for instructions.
It was still pretty much confused and the e dldn t seem to be any
real assignment for us. Then I called,baee and suggested that I take
my crew back and we start working on that ground fire. He said that's
fine so we went back and we worked that area until, oh early the next
morning at one o'clock or so the next morning. Eventually a tractor
_came in and plowed in the back pack line that we had put in. By then
it was starting to cool. That was basically what went on the first
day. (About 8 miles in 4 hours? - That's .a mile a half hour, % mile;ﬂ
15 minutes) At that one point, well I don't know, you're kind of
excited and everything, but at that one point I think it was probably
even faster than that. Because in that 10-15 minute period from when
I left 604 and Eggleston Road to when I went a mile south and east

4%

two miles and looked north then I could see fire then so that was 2 miles

in 15 minutes or so. I don't know if that's possible or not. It was
really going! (To begin with it was % mile in 15 minutes, so it would
have doubled that with it really moving. O,boy! I can't imagine a fire
moving that fast, but you double that and with it really moving it
probably wouldn't be toe far out of line) Oh boy! it was unbelievable,
there were flames. Well what it reminded me of you know you see

films with sun spots, where the big flames come up and there is flames
isolated in—-the air, just a ball of flames? Well it was doinéﬁthat.
(Was there any tops in there?)Yeh, they are really slicked off, its
black and there is no green left. So she was hot! (Is there anything

\_ else? We need to go back on the time just a little more. To get the
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times that it possibly crossed 33. When you heard some traffic,
early in the beginning you talked about) Yeah. I don't remember
where that was from. It seems to me there was a plane up and I
think maybe the plane reported it. (It was about 1230, thé plane
reported it, the DNR plane. About 1230 did you hear a plane or
transmission?) It was DNR to Mio, Fire has jumped 33 straight across
from where you are burning. That was about 12:30. That would be
about right. I got done with those DNR people at the gravel pit

about 10 after or maybe 5 after 12. I had never been to the Three
Lakes area so I thought I had better go take a look. (Do you

remember hearing any call right away to call Sheriff to dispatch Tri
Town Tanker?) Ok, I remember in my travel from Three Lakes to 604 -

33 intersection that at least one of the Luzerne trucks were on the
way.‘élt seems to me that there were two Luzerne trucks on the way.
(The7¢ were dispatched pretty quickly.) It was kind of spooky down
there on 604, It could have been a lot tighter than it was, we got

out of there but it was...(You said you got the back of your neck

(: scorched. Were the flames that close or was it the heat?) No it was—
just the heat. I didn't even know it till later on in the day. It

may have been someplace else but that's the only place I got very

close to it at all. (The flames were still back though?) Oh yeah,

it was probably several hundred yards. But yet, there was that much
heat in front of it? Well, the hair,it would seem so. Maybe in
someplace else. (Your recollction was &kﬁéﬁére was plenty of heat?) Ch
yeah, it was hot. (Before you got into that pickup?) Oh yeah, it was
really hot. (The heat was pushing ahead of it that far?) Yea. (How
many yards ahead?) When I stopped in that little grassy clearcut that
I talked about and I had the two walls of flame, one to the North

and one just about west of me, I could feel that heat and the fire

was at least a half-mile away. It was noticeably warmer. The sky was
all yellow, 2zie<blocked out and everything. (That morning or when

you were working for the DWR folks, did you have a feeling like the fire
danger was extremely high? Or did you feel like it was just a moderate -
or what was you feeling regarding the fire danger that day?) We had

_
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a little fire on Sunday. Somebody set fires with some garbage in

it. It was in jackpine kind of stuff. Between the Alcona County
Line and the River on Tawas District. That was about 2 acres and it.
didn't seem to be doing that much. But we figured that with the
number of trout fisherman and turkey hunters in the woods that we'd
probably get something popped up on Monday. I threw some fire tools
in the car, I had that little rental Chevette. We were kind of
looking for it. About 11:00 or 11:30 when I was working with those
DNR guys I was going to get back and see if I could reach either

our planting crew or Mio District for a relay and tell them to put
one of the tractors on the truck. We had three tractors operating.
As the day warms up we would ordinarily put our tractor, the
Harrisville tractor, with a good plow and the V-blade on it on the
truck so its ready to go. By the time I got back to my radio, things
were already happening. In looking at time sheets and stuff they'd
been dispatched about 12:30 or so. That might help verify the time.

The first Harisville tractor I reported going toward this Mack Lake o

‘ Fire at about 12:30. They were told to load up and get going. That Vﬁ\cﬁp
would tie in closely with .. (the fire probably would have reared f \ ri
3 A

across 33?) Right. (That would bring us back to that 12:06 - 12:15 & oM
maybe or something like that. Who is Dennis Anderson?} “He builds w
spec roads for us, he's got heavy equipment) It was, let me see noW.,s

I was asked oneé?l don't know what time it was, whether I had seen
Swiderski’ I said no and then you could detect voices over the radio,
there was quite a bit of concern. Nobody had seen him for at least

an hour maybe.‘ Then the plane flnally located the tractor and they

w <%
followed the line in uith him. Again I can't help you much as

- - - N
travld while plawing line .

Lracked
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far as tl@_ﬁ,)l don't know, a lot depends on the operator and the terrain.

(Where he was working was sand, nothing very steep, he was not backing

up and pushing trees, he was just sneaking thru) Was it small stuff

or fairly good size?} (The biggest one we measured was 6 6/10 inches,

no 7.6 - but he didn't push any of those, a lot of it was 3, 4, 5,
inch and dense, he was going pretty much straight ahead ) I suppose
a fast walk maybe (3 miles/hr) . A lot depends on like I said, the

operator, and the circumstances. Claude Rickel is our expert operator.
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He probably moves a little faster than that. If you're zgr}ing —
a reuteq
with him its hard to keep up. He's good at picking - , SO
he doesn't get hung up on something.
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~



- Appewsix £4

4
Mt Mani s
VOLUNTARY STATEMENT

This officer had check out at my residence at 1252 Perry Crk Rd., at

11:37 a.m. At approx. 11:45, 1 was TX by the dispatcher that there was

a lot of smoke on M-33 at the prescribed burn and that the Fdrest éervice
wanted a patrol car there for traffic. At approx. 1205, I arrived at the point
of the burn. The smoke was quite heavy blowing across M-33, The wind at
this time was strong. The smoke was noﬁ going up into the air but was
being blown along the ground. 1 saw the Forest Service vehicles parked

off the road on the west side, just south of the burn. 1 turned my vehicle
around and went past the State Highway Dept. that was putting in a culvert
on the east‘side of M-33. I went back through the smoke to the north

side of the fire. At this point which was approx. 1215, I saw a man from
the Forest Service going toward his truck. I went down to talk to him. He
got out of his truck and started towards me. Then he climbed back into his
truck and went north on M-33. I followed him. He stopped his truck in

the middle of the road because the hill on the east side of the road was
starting on fire. Because the truck was in the middle of the‘north bound
lane of M-33, I went south to Co. 604 and blocked off M-33. 1 called for
another car to do the same at Co. 489 and M—33ﬂ We started to route the
traffic down Co. 604 to Eggleston, over to Co. 489, and back to M-33.

We routed traffic in this direction until approx. 1250. At this time the
fire was getting close to Eggleston and Co. 489, so we stopped and routed
traffic to the west around the burn. I moved from Co. 604 to Valley Road at
approx. 1:00 p.m. -and routed traffic west on Valley Road to Co. 489 and

north. I stayed at this post until around 10:15.

s/Thomas H. McManis
dated/May 9, 1980
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_ VOLUNTARY STATEMENT
(NOT UNDER ARREST)

am not under arrest for, nor am { being detained for any criminal

-
oh.ases concerning the events | am about to make known to
Without being accused of or questioned about any criminal offenses regarding the facts | am about to state. | volunteer the fol-

lowing information of my own free will, for whatever purposes it may serve.

lam______ years of age. and | live at

2 % B T L

% mn 3, o caldl/
<777 T
. 7 @" "':!‘ /%, ,! Vo M A £ .

ol 2l Toafles Do wéagf

page(s), each page of which bears my signature, and corrections, if

20! [ e = ulmmllm: ) o,,_A e
/ : D om0 —

| have read each page of this statement consisting of
o bear my initicls, and | certity that the facts contained herein are true and correct.

Dered at ‘? day of Wcow,'- 19_90.
WITNESS: 7[2,,“,,.,_/‘ P P e

Signature of persot( giving voluntary statement.

WITNESS:
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M Manis VOLUNTARY STATEMENT ,
® (NOT UNDER ARREST) M Manss C)

. am not under arrest for, nor am | being detained for any crimin

N ~
\__ses concerning the events | am about to make known to
fithout being accused of or questioned about any criminal offenses regarding the facts | am about to state, | volunteer the fol-

wing information of my own free will, for whatever purposes it may serve.

am_______years of age, and ! live at

& P . A .
LS ) 845 > ’ . s

& m \ IE"
L% B b oem o - X~ e VO
, ne /A e '
- g . A WP X ) Ll

2 . y ()
| ) (2o : 4
3 NN > XN AL , 49T . g .. Ve < B 'Sy 4R b - . N
’ - 7 . ‘
Vit 6775 ~. Ty
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\ave read each page of this statement consisting of page(s), each page of which bears my signature, and corrections, if
Y. bear my initials, and | certify that the facts contained herein are true and correct.

hwd at , this (? day of Mea 19.8¢ —

/ITNESS: 712&»“& H W : W cwﬁ\ :

/ITNESS: Signature of Berson &iving voluntary statement.
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BLODGETT MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

GRAND RAPIOS. MICHIGAN 48306

May 8, 1980

Mr. Barry L. Shantz, Esq. ‘
Prosecuting Attorney

Oscoda County Court House

Mio, Michigan 48647
RE: James Lee Swiderski, A-12,311
Dear Mr. Shantz: | '

An autopsy was perfofmed on the body of Mr. James Lee Swiderski at /

B8lodgett Medical Center on 7 May 1980 with positive identificatica

established with dental examination by the deceased's dentist, Dr. Melford
Garvin. The autopsy revealed the subject died as the result of pulmonary
inhalation burns with severe acute pulmonary edema and hemorrhage being
the immediate cause of death. The blood carboxyhomeglobin level was 12%
which is significant, but not in of itself a lethal level. This is
consistent with the nature of the fire being an open intense flash flame
rather than a smoldering type of conflagration. A complete report will

be forwarded within 3-4 weeks. I have also informed Or. Warren Bontrager,
Oscoda County Medical Examiner and Sgt. Helgren, Michigan State Police

of this preliminary information. Please do not hesitate to contact me if
there are any questions.

Sincerely yours,

Associafe Pathologist
Kent County Medical Examiner

HSW/ rmw

CC: Dr. Harren E. Bontrager
Sgt. Dorius Helgren
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S STATE OF BTH

STATE OF MICHIGAN
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Appenvosxy G

STATE FILE NUMBER

CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

R o

Me oV

//DECEDENT NAME g7 OOLE LasT SEX DATE OF DEATH (Mo., Day, Yr.)
.. ' James ee Syidersicd 2. Male 1 5 -45-50
RACE - (.5, Whae, Bsh, AGE-tsw Setneoy | UNDER 1 YEAR | UNDER 1 DAY | DATE OF BIRTH (Mo, Day, Yr.) | COUNTY OF DEATH

nden, wic) (Specity) {Yrs.} MOS. | ODArs HOURS | wens. 6

+___White a. o | e | eNovember 8, 1950 |.. OSCo Q0L
LOCATION OF DEATH G WSIOE CITY LTS OF: [HOSPITAL OR OTHER INSTITUTION=Name (¥ ot m ewther. give street and numbder)
(Check one i
and specity) Dmmumu In Forest

S R Q2E Sec b

(oot US A
nNeme country}

Michigan

CITIZEN OF WHAT COUNTRY

MARMED. NEVER MARRID,
WIDOWED, DIVORCE

Uo S.A. 10. Never

0 (Seecetw

WAS OECEDENT EVER N
US. ARMED FOACES?
1Specity Yes or Mo}

12.

SURVIVING SPOUSE III wife, give maiden name}

1. None

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

n D 19-S6-7626

USUAL OCCUPATION (Give kind of work done durmg most of
wovrking life, aven if retired)

14a. Crev Leader & Supervision

KIND OF BUSINESS OR INDUSTRY

140. UeS, Forestry Service

CONDITIONS
WHICH veE
MSE TO
WMMEDIATE

STATING TwE
UNOERLYING
CAUSE

CURRENT RESIDENCE-STATE | COUNTY Wk D INSIDE CITY LIMITS OF STREET ANO NUMBER
Michiga.n D h me&"f;; INSIOE VILLAGE LWHTS OF Mio (DQ-I g .
\\15s. ik T [(Jrwe. or 15¢. N\QN e\
FATHER-NAME  rwsT Moo st MOTHER-MAIDEN NAME  mest MIOOLE LAST
ve Adam JTe Swiderski 12, Florence Graczyk
INFORMANT MAILING ADORESS STREET OR R£.O. NO. cm OR TOWN STATE e
8. (Signacurey pp 081 Jo Suiderski yar, 6329 McCords Ave Alto, Midigan 49302
:, sAAm ' IMMEDIATE CAUSE [ENTER ONLY ONE CAUSE PER LINE FOR (s}, (b], AND (c}.] \ } Intervel between oneet snd death -
= ss/ve. T2 £l Ba‘/a; Burns | Iommed

OUE TO, OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF:

()

lmmmmm-

|
!

DUE TO, OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF:

¢}

| imorvel Between omset snd death

i

PART I OTMER SIGNIFICANT CONDITIONS ~Conditrons contributng 16 $8eth but Aot relsted 4 Couew given i PART |

A s
WAS CASE REFERRED TO MEDIC
EXAMINER? (Specify Yes or No)

AUTOPSY (Specity Yes
or
; e d )

21.

20.

PLACE OF DEATH (Home. Nuruny ¥ HOSP. OR INST., mouste DOA 24a.
mm-o/Spcclﬁl om,mw/wm ICMDN“M“WM'....WW‘“-
\u. Fﬂl’dsf' 22 :o’:l On e Sesn of and/er m my opeon desth ecounred et the
233, To the bemt of My Anowindge. desth coswred af the twne, date and plass snd Sue to ume, dote and pace snd duw to the cavasis) 5'(/ C‘
the caveels) steted oSedda
@z [Signature snd Title) P> _ I[Signature snd Titie) ’/f%— ﬁ /’1’/ L5 T T
gs DATE SIGNED /Mo., Day. Y7.) HOUR OF DEATH 5 £ DATE SIGNED (Ma.. Day. Yr.} HOAR OF DEATH
E; 235, : 23c. ™ gg 0. S - 5§-30 e O-b70 y—— -
8&  NAME OF ATTENDING PHYSICIAN IF OTHER THAN CERTIFIER (Type or Print) W PRONOUNCED DEAD (Mo., Day, Yr.) | PRONOUNCED DEAD (Houwr)
. (24
234, 24d.08 S5 -5 - BO e a1 5 2L O™

W, £

NAME AND ADDRESS OF CERTIFIER (PHYSICIAN OR MEDICAL Exammnem) (Type or Print)

PO B d Mo ML $3¢Y7

Sontrea ol M2

Act. ScOk mn:; m DATE OF INJURY (Mo., Day, Yr.} HOUR OF INJURY |DESCRIBE HOW INJURY OCCURRED
ce, 0. $ -5 YO 26c. ‘7'5(/ %11 204, Ca-uqif‘/n Fire cohle Aflﬁ;yﬁfcffﬁre
MJv.mj;y ‘;T woz’ PLACE OF INJURY~at home, 0-7 S::c.;y ;muv oftioe LOCATION STREET OR RFD. NO, OTY. VLLAGE o8 Townsue 7 . su% C
(Specify Yes or e ¢
\28e. L1 €5 0. Fu rej? 26g. f-,2,5",/1‘/' /e S E Sec le Men -”"Q"/'

BURIAL. CREMATION. REMOVAL. OTHER /Specify)

27a.

Burial

270.

DISPOSITIO!

8.36d
(1/78)

DATE (Mo., Doy. yr.}

NAME OF FACILITY

CEMETERY OR CREMATORY-NAME

St _Patricks Cemet

LOCATION aTy, VILLAGE. OR TOWNSHIP

27 Alto, Michigan 49302

ADDRESS OF FACILITY

2pw Box 147 Caledonia, Mi 49316

STATE

74, May 8, 1980 28.. Jonkhoff-Ro etparr~Fun!l Hm
FUNERAL SERVICE LICEN: REGISTRAR
Si n:f ignature,
B0 R 5

o
174

DATE RECEIVED BY REGISTRAR (Mo.. Day.

o SRY & SPFD
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APPENDIX H3

The information here is from a telephone conversation June 10, 1980

with Mio Assistant Ranger, Dick Lord.

Radios on the Crame Lake Prescribed Burm, 5/5/80 and on the early

stage of the Mack Lake Fire were:

Portable Radios Mobile Radios
Bosman - 5-2 1,000-gallon tanker
Lord 5-3 X ton pick-up
*Bates 5~4 Tiltbed truck
Haase 5=-4 Tractor
Sadler 5=-5. 125-gallon tanker
5-6 6 passenger pick-up
*%*5-1 3 ton pick-up

* Bates' radio worked until sometime after he asked Swiderski to move
north to the second spot-fire on east side of M-33. When Bosman went
to become aerial observer, he left his radio with Bates. Aircraft

had a F.S. radio.

** May have been driven to the burn project morning of 5/5/80 but this

has not been confirmed.

K 9.5k

R. N. SMITH
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Pﬂqition'NumBer 09040309 GB#]
\\-/‘« feal Tegncieian (LT Te), Thad le)
1. INTRODUCTIGN

cruises timber, establishes boundaries and performs timber stand

o T Appensiv T ki
SwiIDERIKIS '
’ PosiTron DESTRiPTION |

Serves as fish and wildlife technician on the Mio Ranger District,
Huron-Manistee Mational Forests, with responsibility for per-
forming a variety of non-professional duties involved in the pro-
tection and management of the resources of the District with
primary responsibilities in wildlife management.

PRINCIPAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Wildlife Management - Under the general supervision of the other
Resources Staff Assistant, incumbent is responsible for posting
and maintaining control over entry to the Kirtland's Warbler
areas, corresponds with individuals interested in information
nertaining to the Kirtland's Warbler and other wildlife, creates
and maintains interpretive materials and displays pertaining to ‘
the District wildlife program, and participates in the annual
census of Kirtland's Warbler and other species. 25%

The incumbent participates in the preparation of plans for pre-
scribed burning. On occasiorn makes out the actual plans, maps

and post burn reports. In this capacity the wildlife technician
will assist with the selection of areas to be burned by providing
data on the condition of slash present. Supervises and/or
participates in the preparation of areas to be burned by operating
2 tractor or directing operations of & 3-5 man crev preparing

fire lines. Will participate as a crew member in the actual

burning procedure (500 acres per year). ' 1C Z:

Under the technical supervision of the Timber Management Ascistant

is responsible for on the ground layout of wildlife projects.

These projects will vary but typically might be maintaining cutting
cchedules in the implementation of habitat plens for critical
Kirtland's Warbler habitat, improvement of wetlands, opening
maintenance and/or establishment, planting of shrubs, pruning of
abandoned apple trees, and othar similar projects. The wildlife
technician prepares the.District annual wildlife reports. Partici-
pates in cooperative fish and wildlife surveys with Forest and

iDNR Biologists. ) 35

The incumbent serves as an integral part of the District fire
organization with capability of serving as a tracter operator,
pumper foreman, or crew leader. 5% PN

During the periods of the year when wildlife and fire tasks are
of a lesser concern the incumbent assumes timber management
responsibilities. Under the supervision of the cruiser technician,

1 . 09040309

12/23/77
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Position Number 09040309
3

improvement. Instructions are furnished but judgement in the
Tield is exercised in the determination of trees to be marked or
tallied, location of boundaries to be cut or contracted, and - o4
stand improvement practices undertaken. ‘ : 2y 1

Fleet Manager - Serves as District Fleet Manager. Coordinates use

of equipment and makes necessary arrangements to avoid conflicts.

Is responsible for maintaining fleet equipment in good mechanical

and safe working condition. Makes minor repairs as needed.

Requests assistance on major repairs from commercial shops.

Maintains an adequate stock of gasoline, diesel fuel, lubricating

0il1, and grease to meet District requirements. Completes monthly
review of District fleet use and initiates any corrective action )5 %
necessary.Se ves 95 d.lfmled License exomirer -

Performs other duties as assigned. -

3. CONTROLS OVER THE POSITION

Work is performed under the supervision of the Other Rescurce
Assistant. Finished work conforms to established regulations,
procedures and policies. Incumbent is furnished instructions
or on-the-job guidance in new work situations, with periodic
inspections made of his work. '

2 : » 09040309



_ ." L R9-6100-3 tHev 12,.3/73;
. “UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE — FOREST SERVICE Position No. I /@
) ’ CORRECTICN NOTICE -
e For AD-332 Position Description | 09040309 N

INSTRUCTIONS: Submit six copies as a request to Personnel Management, signed by immediate supervisor and ini tialed by the
Forest Supervisor ar Staff Director or their designated acting. The proposal, when approved by the classification delegate will be

distributed as shown below. (FSM 6151. 12A).
Position Title, Series, Grade incumbent - . .
Biological Tech.(wldlfe),GS-404-5 James L. Swiderskil

Organization Unit (Forest, Staft Group, District or Civilian Conservation Centers, etc.)
Huron-Manistee NF - Mio RD -
CHANGE DUTIES (also percentage of time if involved):

Delete: -

Add: - :
Under 2. Duties as last sentence of paragraph 6:

Serves as District License Examiner

o

Change: -
Under 2 Duties, percentages as follows

Péragraph #5 from 20% to 10%

Parégréph #6 from 5% to 15%

To Position No. | Title, Series, Grade

CHANGE SUPERVISOR

From Position No. Title, Series, Grade

I certify that this is an accurate statement of the mafor duties and responsibilities of this position and its organizational relation-
ships. and that the position is necessary 1o carry out government functions for which | am responsible. This certification is made
with the knowledge that thi, informa tion is to be used for statutory.purposes relating to appointment and péymenr of public
funds. and that false or misleading remeh\ts rmonstitufe 7 fons of such statutes or their implementing regu‘a tions.

(WA {0 /2 .
~7 T (Signature of immediate Supervisor) - }
#09040287, Forester 3/30/79
(Titie ang Position Number) (Date)

Classification| Date . Signature - Title .
P Approval

Distribution icheck to mail) WO (GS- 13 and above)
e RO Classification File (Orig.) Unit (2 copies)

Personnel Folder Incumbent
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0 M ars
eace L or _1_races hame

FIRE-JOB QUALIFICATIONS EXPERIENCE AND TRAINING RECORD NAME

_mm_s_wnf.ﬁsjss____

‘\/‘ (See Privaey Act Sintement on Buek) OATE
3)wlgo
REGION OR AGENCY A UNIT OR AREA SUBUNIT OR DISTRICT
0-2_ |09 | Hueon-MamsTeE _©- lold]  Mio 58 _[ol
SOCIAL SECURITY NO. - (7-15) STATUS CODE (CODE 2 AND CARD TYPE 1 WILL DELETE RECORD FROM THE
. ]3'71915]6i7]612-J6 MASTER FILE) - .
1 ORIGINAL
:lesg::mog%fuawr ONLY CARDS FOR WHICH YOU HAVE .‘3, %'6%1:8: . 8 |3
CARD NUMBER 1-BASIC INFORMATION tun Y
YEAR OF FIRE OUALIFICATION NAME (LAST. FIRST, MIDDLE INITIAL)
ne-19) |12 @-39  |elwll IDle IR IS}KH | |glamliels] 1Ll 1]
DATE OF BIRTH (MONTH AND YEAR) TRANSFER TO UNIT OR AREA SUBUNIT OR DISTRICT
(40-43) l ! l { iélo ' (44-45) ] ] (46-47) l J
PHYSICAL FITNESS RATING L]~ E BEST FUNCTIONAL ASSIGNMENT
us-49) |4 |5 |1sT so-sy  |L]/ ] 2no s2-sm | | |3mD (54-55) ||
CARD NUMBER 2-TRAINING (17) 2
TRAINING COURSES NEEDED ' TRAINING COURSES COMPLETED
COURSE cooe COURSE ccons ] YEAR COMPLETED
’ ne- 21’jﬁ1"ﬂ&""512l 115 (‘2"5’5’25;/0!7545 [113l0 e (46-47) - {718
Che BASIC FI£E .
2 (22-25) BoSS 1s]2]1316 .ws-sorewtATI0A S| 1 | | | O (52-53) - 1719
FNTR0TO
3 (26-29) | | | || Fige weesnpewavior]S]11910 (8-59) 1719
{30-33) R EEE s | | L1 © (B4-65) | |
: pe-3n HEN s- RN ro-70 ||
5 [38-41) | 1 1] (72-75) ] 1 ] | (76=77) | |
an 3

CARD NUMBER 3—FIRE EXPERIENCE

LAST CALENDAR YEARS FIRE EXPERIENCE OR. IF ORIGINAL INPUT, EXPERIENCE FOR LAST FIVE YEARS (ADDITH
NEEDED)

ONAL CARDS CAN BE USED IF

FIRE  [FIGH 712

JOB CODE _ YEAR NO. OUAL. FIRES N TANG. FIRES MGMT. LEVEL RATING
1 oem |2]) @o-21 |7 ]9 2-z | | (24) |4 (25) 14 26) 121
2 @-2m [2]1] . es30 | 719 @-32. | | 33) | ) (34) 15 @s) 12
s w@e-an 12]1 @3 |719 w4y loly 42) | 43) ¢ (44) 12
o« us-ae || w-an || ws-so | | (s1) | (s2) | (53) |
s (sa-s5 || se-sn | | | se-se) | | ©(80) o | 61) | (62) |
& -8 | | ©s-s6 | | - (67-68) | ] (69) | (70 | an {
7 g || garsy | | | esemm | | (78) | 9) | (80) |
CARD NUMBER 4— INTERAGENCY FIRE-JOB QUALIFICATION CARD DATA R an__ 4
FIRE OUALIFICATIONS ON-JOB TRAINING NEEDS
TITLE *  NUMBER TITLE ‘ NUMBER
oeg | | a2 | |
\T . L @2y | | ' @s2n | |
3 @223 | | @29 | |

227-101 ' ) _ (OVER) . . . . i ~ Standard Form 227 (8/76)
. (USDA FSH 5108.16; USD! MP 590)



CARD NUMBER 5~ PRIDOR FIRE EXPERIENCE

[ 08 ZODE NO OF FIRES JOB CODE NO OF FIRES JOB CODE NC O .4‘“55
1 asve) | (20) | 18  @esny | | 41y | {5 eoey | | A
2 222 || 23) | |5 wean | | (44) [ [ 360 | | (65) T/
3 a2 | | @) | |10 s | | (47) | Jv7 eeen | | .8 |
4 2728 | | (29) | |1 sam | | (50) | [ - -] | oy ]
5 @o3n || (32) [ 12 2 | | (53) | J1w g2y | | [
5 @3 || (38) [ [ sess ] | (56) | Jo  osmm | | on |
7 (36-37) | ] 138) | e (5758 | (59) ] fa e-r9) | | 80) |

S CODE )
CODE S CODES | TRAINING COURSE
F J Fi1J
C) 01 GHQ Fire Manager S1 03 | GHQ Service Coordinator S110 Basic Fire Orientation
C1 04 Fire Boss 1 S1 07 | Service Chief } S130 Basic .Fire Fighter
C1 10 | Fire Boss Il SI 13 | Service Chief I} S190 Introduction 1o Fire Behavior
C1 17 Fire Boss 111 S1 41 | Camp Officer -
S1 42 T;olpManagcr S211 Water/Pumps
L1 | 05 | Line Boss1 S2 | 43 | Equipment Officer S212  { Power Saws
L! 1 Line Boss 1} S3 44 | Tractor Manager 53,3 Tractors
L1 16 Division Boss S4 45 | Tanker Manaper S214 G.rt‘:und Ta_nkers
LI 18 | Secior Boss S5 46 | Truck Manager S215 Firing Equipment
L) 19 | Crew Boss S6 | 47 | Supply Officer $230 | Crew Boss .
L) | 20 | Squad Boss S7 | 48 | Air Service Officer 5260 | Fire Bus. M., Principles
Lt 21 | Fire Fighter S8 | 49 | Air Service Mngr. Airpori 5270 Basic Air Operations
L2 15 | Air Anack Boss S8 52 | Mixmaster 120 Orpanizing Fire S sic
L2 22 Air TrafTic Boss S9 50 | Air Service Mpr. Helipon | 2350 Sercgt‘:r‘zsl:‘s:s e Suppes /
L3 13 | Air Tanker Boss S$9 | 51 | Air Service Mgr. Helipon 1] S331 Crew Liaison Officer et
L4 34 He_iicop\cr Boss SO | 53 Communications Officer S341 Maps-Records Officer
LS 25 Tractor Boss o) 54 | Radio Operator $343 Infrared Imagery Interpr.
L6 26 T?pkcr Boss S35 Air Service Mgt., Airpon
L? 27 | Firing Boss F1 08 | Finance Chief 1 $352 Air Service Mgt1.. Helipon.
LS8 28 Felling Boss F1 14 | Finance Chief 11 535; Mixmaster
L9 29 | Line Locator F1 55 | Time Officer $354 Camp Officer
L9 30 | Line Scout F1 56 | Time Recorder P ;
e S355 Equipment Officer
Lo 31 | Crew Lisison Officer F1 57 | Commissary Manager S356 Supply Officer
F2 58 | Injury Compensation Officer 7 1 ned. Air Operati
Pl 02 | GHQ Plans Coordinator F3 59 | Obligations Officer ggsg S:}:I?ii;nugtm:: o
P1 06 | Plans Chief | F4 | 60 | Claims Officer $390 Fire Behavior -
P1 12 Plans Chief 11
Pl 32 Maps-Records Officer Al 09 | Safety Chief S$420 Fire Org. and Man»=:ment
P2 33 Intelligence Officer Al 40 | Safety Officer S$440 Plans Chief
P2 34 General Scout S450 Service Chief
P3 3s Infrared Imagery Interpr. S451 Air Service Officer
P4 36 Fire Behavior OfTicer $460 Finance Chief
PS 37 Fire Information Officer $470 Air Attach Boss
P6 38 K Training Officer
P? 39 Liaison Officer Coordinator S520 Fire Generalship
S$580 Adv. Fire Safety Mp.
S590 Fire Behavior Officer
$620 Fire Command
Privacy Act Statememt
All information requested on this form is voluntary and is solicited under the authonity contained in Title 16 U.S.C. Section S51. 1t will
be used to determine and certify the fire suppression positions for which the individual is qualified. It is available to the State and Federal
Agencies responsible for fire suppression. Withholding information will jeopardize the possibility of fire-suppression pokition assignment.
J
Social Security numbers will be used as identifving number only. -
1 centify that | have read the above statement. \r
N o .
Date ( , Signature

N

% GPO: 1976 Ot- 213-432
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Huron-Manistee NF

61404Employee Development May 31, 1978

"Effective Radfo Use" Programmed Text

Files

James Swiderski has completed the "Effect{ve Radio -

Use” Programmed Text.

WILLIAM C. ERICKSON
Deputy Forest Supervisor

Employee
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: - Mio Ranger District Appearosx T

! 401 Court St. PP ' “‘ﬁp
i : - Mio, MI 48647

. 5100 Fire Management
< | October 17, 1979
Off Forest Fire Details ’

Di;trict Ranger - Mic, Fire Staff 0fficer, Forest Supervisor

As members or alternates for the *Off Forest Fire Crew, we would
appreciate answers to a few questions.

. - i
What criteria is used to decide which R-9 Forests furnish crews for
western fires? What individual or group of people is responsible
for this decision? _

Why, during the 1979 fire season, did a number of R-9 Forests
furnish crews on three occasions and the Huron-Manistee only once?
Why was this the only R-9 Forest that did not send a crew to
Washington in October? (ref. Sftuation Report 1100 10/10/79) 1Is
some of our work higher priority? Are we more tied to project goals
than other Forests? 1s our crew less qualified than others? If so,
wouldn't we benefit from more experience?

Opportunity for involvement, training and experience in large scale
fire operations is limited for R-9 Personnel, We feel fire detafls
should be regarded as opportunities and more equally distributed to
N— R-9 Forests. We would also like to see more {nformatfon regarding
the western fire situation reach the district level, whenever
possible, especially while on "Alert® status.

£~ 7

- ’ B . . - s
{ L F Viyd . ‘
Y /

LEE. FO '_,Jfbrester Trainee

I £

J I -

TOM HAHNX Forester Trainee
~MIXE HARNOIS, Forester Trainee
\ . .
\. "/» 'I’Jl-. L {.
R R i P

{-JIM SWIDERSKI Wildlife Tech.

DAVE SORENSON Wildlife Bfologist
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REPLY TO:

SUBJECT:

TO:

THROUGH:

Appewosy T5 o
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE

Huron-Manistee N.F.'s

5100 Fire Management January 28, 1980

Off-Forest Fire Details

W

Lee Fox, - Tom Hahn, Mike Harnois, Jim Swiderski,
and Dave Sorenson
District Ranger, Mio RD

This memo will attempt to answer the questions listed in
your memorandum concerning off-Forest fire details. The
questions will be addressed verbatim.

Question:

What criteria is used to decide which R-9 Forests furnish
crews for western fires?

Answer:

The criteria used primarily in deciding which crews will
be dispatched to western fires are purely logistical in
nature, involving the designated major pickup points in
the eastern region, the number of crews requested, and the
time element involved in picking up the crews.

The designated pickup points are Boston, Harrisburg,
Indianapolis, St. Louis, Milwaukee, and Duluth. These
points are centrally located to the availability of the
most crews, including state crews, and the adjacent area.
The pickup point for Huron-Manistee crews would be
Milwaukee, or in some instances, at Duluth. This some-
times .poses a problem in getting our crews to the major
pickup points in Milwaukee within a stated period of time.
In most cases it involves not only in getting crew members
from the more extreme locations on the Forest to a point
such as Grand Rapids where they can be transferred to a
regularly scheduled commercial airlines to Milwaukee or
Duluth, but there has to be seats available for it to work
in an orderly manner.

Question:

What individual or group of people is responsible for this
decision?

Answer:

The Regional Office, Division of Aviation & Fire
Management. The Group Leader in charge is Dave Seaberg.
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Question:

Why, during the 1979 fire season, did a number of R-9
Forests furnish crews on three occasions and the Huron-
Manistee only once?

Answer:

The first request for assistance was in early August for

" the Mortar Creek fire in Idaho. The reason that the Huron-

Manistee crew was not requested is that we could not meet
the time frame to catch the charter plane from Milwaukee
or whatever other central location was used to pick up
the crew.

The second fire which involved Woodward and Sage fires in
California occurred around the middle of September when
this Forest was experiencing a drought situation. We
requested that the Huron-Manistee crew be sent only after
other crews were committed.

The third fire situation was in the state of Washington
during the first week of October and although we were
placed on alert, the fires were extinguished and under

control before our assistance was needed. If further ~

crews had been needed, we would have been dispatched to
this fire..

Question:

Why was this the only R-9 Forest that did not send a crew
to Washington in October?

Answer:

We were not aware that this was the only Forest that did
not have a crew in Washington. We did not have a copy of
the 10/10/79 situation report to check this. A copy of the
October 4 situation report showed that 3 Forests were not
dispatched to these particular fires. As a matter of
fact, there were more state crews on these fires than
there were Forest Service crews.

Question:
Is some of our work higher priority?
Answer:

No
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3.

Question:

Are we more tied to project goals than éther Forests?
Answer:

No

Question:

Is our crew less qualified than others?

Answer:

Definitely not! The Regional Office is well aware that
this Forest is as committed or more committed than any
other Forest in the Region in maintaining a fully
qualified inter-regional fire crew.

Other Forests have approached the Regional Office on the
same subject matter as you presented in your memo. The
Division of Fire Management in R-9, I feel, is very sen-
sitive to the wishes of the Forests training needs, and to
the personal wishes and career needs of each crew member.
I believe that they are doing the best they can to equally
distribute the request for fire suppression assistance.

So far as keeping the families informed during the tenure
of a crew assigned off-forest duty, we have continually
passed along to you all the information we had at hand.

As a matter of fact, there have been several times when we
have asked the Regional Office for more information when
it appeared that such information_wasn't coming through in
a timely manner.

I hope the answers given are satisfactory. If you still
have some questions, I would be happy to discuss this with
you personally.

ﬁZOR A. RE
Fire, I&E, WS aff Officer
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE A ppendix 'r $A
| FOREST SERVICE .

Huron—Manistée N.F.'s

5130 Suppression Augustvl4, 1979

Forest Inter-Regional Fire Crew

District Rangers, S.0. Staff

Attached are the red cards for 1979 (if not given to you

" individually over the past several days).

The crew list, altermates, and overhead aié shown on the

" attached pages. In the event of a call for the crew to

go on a fire, the crew will be mobilized as follows:

‘1. The Forest Fire Staff Officer notifies the designated

Crew Boss.
2. The Crew Boss notifies the designated Squad Bosses;
3. The Squad Bosses notify members of their squads.

In all of the above actions individuals will be informed
of the fire situation, where to report, travel method to
use, etc. Ground travel will be utilized as much as pos-
sible to hold down costs. If the crew is to meet a charter
plane in Lansing or Grand Rapids, some air flights may be
used to get crews to these locations, especially for people
on the Huron Forest. : :

If for some reason a crew member cannot make a detail, the
Squad Boss will recommend an alternate to the Crew Boss.
An alternate for a Squad Boss who is unable to make a
detail will be jointly agreed upon by the Crew Boss and
the Fire-Staff Officer. ‘

Please check the phone numbers to see if they are listed
correctly.

Any comments.regarding this roster should be directed to
Fire Staffman, Cliff Reedy.

o
Q\_ézﬁévpba_k::)n
{ANN

/)
WAYNE K. ¥

Forest Supervisor

Enclosures




CREW BOSS

SQUAD BOSS

SQUAD BOSS

SQUAD BOSS

S

8/10/79

AN

63.1 - INTER-REGIONAL CREW

Huron-Manistee

DAVID P. SNYDER

BARRY K. RICHARDS
Leon F. Blashock
Peter M. Griffin
Timothy A. Sapak
Terrence L. Richards
Michael E. Ojanen

OREN L. STRATTON
Daniel R. Valley
Revin G. Walsh
Lawrence P. Stillwell
Michael W. Miller
Dennis D. Neitzke

DAVID J. SORENSON

. Joseph G. Drozdowski

James R. Bernier
Thomas C. Hahn
Gerald G. Smith
James L. Swiderski

N.F.'s

Tawas/ (517)362-8063
Cadillac/(616)775-5912

Cadillac/(616)775-0940

Cadillac/(616)775-2150
Manistee/(616)723-8723
Manistee/ (616)848-4518
Cadillac/(616)775-1616

White Cloud/(616) 689-6446
S.0./(616)775=-9325

White Cloud/(616)652-6616
White Cloud/(616)689-1539
Manistee/ (616) 723-4456
Baldwin/(616) 745-2536

Mio/(517)826-5784

Tawas/ (517)362-3775
Harrisville/(517)736-6031
Mio/(517)826-5915

Tawas/ (517)469-2792
Mio/(517)826~5806

Is»

P//,2>’
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ALTERNATES FOR INTER-REGIONAL CREW

NAME UNIT QUAL. TELEPHONE #
J. Pullen Cadillac . FF (616)829-3296
J. Benz Cadillac SB- (616)839-2553
W. Johnson Cadillac SB (L1 )775 =14
P. Knudson Cadillac SB (616) 775-4282
M. Sands Cadillac SB (616) 775-6020
J. Norton Cadillac FF (616)775-1698
L. Jarvinen Manistee SB (616) 723-5063
J. Pennell Manistee FF

M. Harnois Mio SB (517)826-~5186
G. Long . Mio FF (517)848-5237
S. Bartsig Tawas SB (517)362-8919
D. Hoppe Tawas SB (517)362-4L517
D. Morarity Tawas o SB (517)362-2082
T. Wilson - Tawas SB (517)362-6294
J. Parry Tawas - . FF ?,7 ) 362.-322§
S. Chandler Harrisville SB 517)724-6144
E. Nahgahgwon Barrisville SB (517)739-2498
T. Striker Harrisville SB (517)724-6344
C. Gebhardt S.0. SB (616)775-7983
D. Krejcarek S.0. SB (616)775-7115 -
M. Solomon . S.0. SB (616)775-4766

OTEER OVERHEAD

E. Kroepel - Crew Boss, Crew Liaison Officer. Telephone (616)
' 723-6346. :

F. Rollar - Sector Boss, Crew Liaison Officer. Telephone (616)
839-2429.

B. Spinner - Sector Boss. Telephone (616) 775-8644.
J. Price - Finance Chief I. Telephone (616) 775-5744.

C. Reedy - Line Boss II, Reg./Agency Liaison Officer. Telephone
(616) 775-9351.
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TOM BATES STATEMENT
Regarding Jim Swiderski's Heavy Equipment Training

In April of this year, I instructed Jim in the operation of the new plow
unit which had been installed on the Mio District crawler tracter. The
tractor is a John Deere 450 eqdiped. with a "V" plow in front and a
"Michigan" fire plow at the rear,

Jim spent approximately 20 hours operating this plow unit in preparation
for burning on the following timber sales, Crane Lake, Hughes Lake, and
Jenkins Road. I also showed Jim where to locate lines in the event of

a wildfire. Jim was the tractor plow operator on the 150 acre "Pindus
Fire" a short time later and performed very well. He was careful with
his equipment and seemed fully aware of its capabilities.

Tom Bates

D abaon ﬁm Vom DG o~ q;/; g, 17ie
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AppeEnoix I~F

Standard Form 47 o
U5, Civn Senves Comammon  PHYSICAL FITNESS INQUIRY FOR MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATORS 7104
FPM Chapter 930 :
t. LAST NAME—FIRST NAME~MIDDLE NAME 2. DATE OF BIRTH| 3. TITLE OF POSITION
Swidersk)  JaMes L /8 /S0 Biotogrcal TECHN AN
4. HOME ADDRESS (Number, street or RFD, city or town, State and ZIP code) 5. EMPLOYING AGENCY
B7 2, Box 968 Y Tt B
MO, My Y2697 —US ForEsT. SELV/LCL
6. HAVE YOU EVER HAD OR HAVE YOU NOW (Place check at left of each item):
YES| NO A e PR 9va +ral [ -t FYES| NO jAny e PN S . B} e
L~ Poor vision in one or both eyes | T Arthrxtxs, rheumatlsm, swo]len or pamful Jomts
;A Eye disease Yoilidssi oo pobed] r-xL°SS of hand, arm, foot, orjleg -, 3rc
¢~ Poor hearing in one or both ears ol Demand‘ arm, foot, or leg
{1 Diabetes 2ooTmel ol nefsiv ot .‘{.‘:"Nervous or mental troubknof Any k.md. -
Palpitation, chest pain, or shortness of breath e Blackouts of epilepsy
<1 Dizziness or fainting spells ¢~ Sugar.or albumin.in uring: . 4 Co-ogal
el /Fre’quent or severe headaches | EXxcessive drinking habit (Ai.éiiHOL)- o
el /High or low blood pressurerodogtaiiss = o .- Qther §§ngus :defects or diseases
&1 Drug or narcotic habit '
s

7. IF YOUR ANSWER 1S "‘YES'™ TO ONE OR MORE OF THE ABOVE QUESTIONS, EXPLAIN FULLY IN THIS SPACE. INOICA“I'ING DATE OF
ORIGINAL CONDITION AND CURRENT STATUS:

Tacmny wFLtuosd Isionl

r2d1emal

8. (A) DO YOU WEAR GLASSES (OR CONTACT LENSES) WHILE DRIDANG? ] ves @/NO

(B) DO YOU WEAR A HEARING AID? [ ] YES [ ~no

I certify that my answers above are full and true, and I understand that a willfully false statement or dishonest answer to
any question may be grounds for cancellation of my eligibility or my dismissal from the service and is punishable by law.

SIGNATURE , DATE

o Lurctiroki 7 //8/78

REVIEW AND CERTIFICATION BY DESIGNATED OFFICIAL

I certify that I have reviewed this physical fitness inquiry form and other available information regarding the physical
condition of the applicant, and that I have made the following determination:

$ There is no information on this form or otherwise available to indicate that the applicant should be referred for
physical examination.

[ On the basis of items checked on-this formr or other information, this apphcant must be referred for physical
examination before he is authorized to operate a Government-owned motor vehicle or his current authoriza-
tion is renewed.

[ Items checked on this form or otherwise available do not warrant referral for medical examination because of
the following facts:

SIGNATURE OF DESIGNATED OFFICIAL DATE

XD A . /118 78

\
T2 US. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1571—C~430-458 £19
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4
REPCRT OF PHYSICAL TEST )
. 2
"Clearness of vision (i.e. 20/20, 20/60 etc.) Left eyeﬂﬁo Right eye 950
Depth Perception S , Hearing < , Stability S
Color Perception 5 , Field of vision in degrees __ S
Qeneral Physical Condition S
U = Unsatisfactory S = Satisfactory

Birth Place: GR-P-\)J'D' ?\P@\QS . M 5
Social Security Number:

379-S6-7626
Remarks:
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Appendix ,:9

APPLICATION FOR MOTOR YERICLE OPERATOR'S IDENTIFICATION CARD

SECTION | - TO BE COMPLETED BY APPLICANT

"INSTRUCTIONS:

Answer all quesuons completely, include your private, commercisl and Government vehicle experience

If answer to sany item is ''None'’, write ' “None''. If necessary, use additional sheets.

1.

NAME

2. SOC. SECURITY NO. l 3. TiTLE
379-56-72626 Prodegrca {  TecH N 1C/HN

[_JAMES

4. NAME AND ADDRESS OF OFFICE BY WHICH EMPLOYED (Agency and Division)

SERVICE Mo RorceR DisTricT

8. HEIGHT

US FoREST

SuiDERSK)

7. PLACE OF BIRTH

Mo My asu;

11. COLOR EYES

Gosn)

Q7T F2 Box 948

9. weiGHT |10, COLOR HAIR

5. sex

6. DATE OF BIRTH

i/ 8/50

Qpaup. Bhpws, M

ss"

/35 R0 LIP

An applicant is required to have a license in state where station is located or where he is currently domiciled.
13. STATE IN WHICH ISSUED 14. DATE LICENSE EXPIRES

Aov. §. 1980

12. NO. OF YOUR STATE DRIVER'S LICENSE
—~

S-362-367 -

My /894

YP7-85 &
15¢ SHOW ANY RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED ON ANY DRIVER'S LICENSE YOU HELD DURING THE LAST FIVE YEARS (Iﬂdl”lﬂ if currently

applicable)
Alon€
16. DRIVING EXPERIENCE (During laet five years)
NO. OF MONTHS ESTIMATED SPECIAL LICENSES OR
EXPERIENCE TYPES OF VEHICLES SIZE. .. Miiriy\vas TRAINING RECEIVED
A B e [) £
£O PASSENGER /5 70
-
2 Prek-up ) 5000
2 VAD 7-pAssenceR | 2,000
17. LIST OF ARRESTS OR SUMMONSES FOR VIOLATION OF MOTOR VEMNICLE LAWS AND CONVICTIONS, IF ANY DURING LAST FIVE
YEARS. (Exclude parking violations)
. , WAS DRIVER'S LICENSE
oare cLace . OFFENSE CHARGED WITH RECOKED OR SUSPENDED
KIND DISPOSITION YES OR NO FOR HOW LONG
A a c o e P
Nonle
18. MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT RECORD (During last five years) -
-DESCRIBE EACH ACCIDENT. (Show date, place, circumstances, and dollar valué of demages incurred. State whether you were chargod with
any law violation and the disposition of such charges.) .
Nowe
o
19. TYPES OF VEMICLES FOR WHICH PERMIT IS REQUESTED 20. MAIL OPERATOR'S IDENTIFICATION CARD TO FOLLOWING
(If trucks, show gross vehicle weighta) ADDRESS -~ - . ’
SQQQM < PiQkHPS a&fﬁwog H.s. &“R.&L"l SLC»S—DL .
ﬂ){h"g ‘ﬁﬂi&) mio n.x’.a.r WSy
/72 /Z}ssﬂﬂ'f“"" Vo na N . - ._/«(1.17
Mile Mg e
'(‘ﬂuuﬂ«? e~ Ct‘nw‘ L:..- {r‘nek*‘of-ﬂa‘ CXs 49«»—/ .D "/
t certify thdk T8 Semenls Sdde sy AE in w1515 apBlitarion are true, complete and correct to the best of my /mowledge and
\\/ belief, and are made in good faith.
NATURE OF A |22. oate - ‘7/// 9/7 g
AD-184 (3-78)

21.

amlo

PPLI:ANT g »

v
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SECTION 11 - TO BE COMPLETED BY SUPERVISOR (FOR OPTIONAL USE)

23. APPLICATION IS FOR
REPLACEMENT

gemcmu. PERMIT . CJmenewar oF rerMIT : OF LOST PERMIT
24. |F RENEWAL OR REPLACEMENT, SHOW PRESENT GOVT. PERMIT NUMBER ] 25. EXPIRATION DATE
26. SHOW EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF APPLICANT ; \
LETTER OF AUTHORIZATION NON-FEDERA /
[X] FOmRMAL APPOINTMENT APPOINTMENT {J(Cooperative)

27. UPON BEING ISSUED SF-46, APPLICANT WILL BE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING

OPERATOR - Any employee whose status regulacly requires the éﬁération of motor vehicies. "
(] (Chauffeurs. Mounted Messengers. Truck Drivers, Garagemen-Drivers, Guard-Drivers, etc.)

-

INCIDENTAL OPERATOR - Any employee in other than an operatot’s position who is required
[X] to operate a motor vehicle in order to properly carry out his assigned duties. ' .

CJOTHER OPERATOR - One not falling in above catcgories.

28, APPLICANT IS IN “OTHER OPERATOR' CATEGORY, EXPLAIN NEED. POR' PERMIT

29. | HAVE REVIEWED THE APPLICANT'S STATEMENTS ON THE FACE OF THIS FORM AND THE PHYSICAL FITNESS INQUIRY FORM
COMPLETED BY HIM AND RECOMMEND HE BE ISSUED A MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATOR'S IDENTIFICATION CARD.

This individual's duties do not require him to drive more than one day a week on the average.
Y . ¢
[CJVisual acuity adequate as indicated by :hree-yeaf visual acuity check required for renewal of State driving license. \

gvisml acuity adequate as measured by test administered as required by DPM 930 - Appendix A - A-Sa(4)(b). -~

33. SIGNATUR OF suﬂanvtson . 3]. DATE

SECTION Hii - TO BE COMPLETED BY THE OFFICE ISSUING OPERATOR'S IDENTIFICATION CARD

32. Applicant meets physical fitness requirements of cthe basis of vES ;}O

v

a. SF-47. Physical Fitness ln;quiry for Motor Vehicle Operators'

b. SF-78, Certificate of Medical Examination '

—

33. Applicant passed Road Test

34. Road Test was waived

. 35.;‘13 PPLICANT IS @ '\ FIED gTO DRIVE THE PO-I:LO 1 : TYPE4OF VE A -
%JAZM.A, ,ucéu.f—d-» oy /77 Ua.,k_— /2

YWV AuwD
6. I certify that | bave reyfdwed the above form and other information available and determine this applicant should be issued a

Motor Vehbicle Operator Identification Card with the following restrictions (eyeglasses required while driving, ete., as

ﬂcmcx on SF-4Zor SF-78):

lT‘ﬁ. DATE . >—_

e (=T 0 T s

2 \
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USDA ~ Forest Service

INCIDENTAL DRIVER'S ROAD TEST SCORE SHEEf
- - (FSH 7109.15) e

My name and address are:

EXAMINER S"(’“"Q"‘\\ %" Y\/‘ﬁ.__

Tim Soomersk/ T T

(NQ@CS ! e Qualified to Operace 3;-40-&‘ P-Lk.‘_ﬁ ¢ lhﬁllﬂké
- V ypte 3,990 QUwW L Ovar ]
7.0. SS"/ P ‘ 2 eees Re e Plekwes

(Street & No. or RFD Route) )
Vehicle Type Used. / 2 Osssaec V | ad

(City/‘:,}u; ‘S)c;te) Ml - ) . 7 Score l?[ ) — » .Dste : 7//55//8
Y2o/T /8%

(ZIP Code) (Date) Pass)or Fail

INSTRUCTIONS: During the road te.;t, watch ca‘refu.lly -tbé driver’s performance and place é tally mark (/) in front of each
error made. lf the same error is repeated, use added tally marks (///) for each time the error is made. File in employee
development folder. ‘ '

(The following specific instructions to be given drivers are included for the examiner’s convenience.)

L - o .. . . -

Before testing the driver the examiner should say: ‘‘You are being given this driving test to determine whether you arc a
skillful and safe enough- driver to qualify for being issued a U. S. Government Motor Vehicle Operator’s Identification
Card, or, if you do not qualify in this first test, to determine what additional instructions or practice you need to qualify.
At first, we will give you a chance to get the feel of the vehicle and to ury it our a little and show me that you have
enough control over the vehicle to take it out over the test course. You will not be scored on this practice. After this
peactice you will operate on a five-mile test course where you will be judged on your observance of good safery practices
and on your skill in operating. : ,
I will not tell you of any mistakes you may make-while you are driving. These will be discussed after the test.”

n. - . . a. - . - et arme -

Before entering the vehicle say to the driver being tested: ‘'This is the test sheet on which your performance will be
checked. In the top left block, write your name, your complete address, and date.”’ (NOTE: Do not show checklist on re-
verse side.) Also say: “*You should satisfy yourself before you start that this vehicle can be driven safely. You may want
to adjust the seat and mirror and get ready, before you start the motor.”’ _ ‘ :

1. : '

After the individual has indicated he is willing to start, say to him: ‘“Now you will be given an opportunity to practice
driving in some traffic and get the feel of the vehicle. Go to (indicate starting point of test course),” -

After trial operation, stopped at curb, parking brake on, say to the driver being tested: “Your road test will start now.
From here you will be judged most on how safely you drive, also on how well you operate the vehicle. Pull out now and
- —."" (Examiner should tell the driver the direction in which to proceed.) - :

V. - o : '

Instructions for Maneuvers and Problems:: - i o

Turn — At least 300 feet from intersection: '‘Please make a right (left) turn at — — ~ (for example, the next corner).”

Backing — Stopped at curb: ““Now T want to see how well you can back in a straight line. Back along the curb from
here to — — — (or, until I tell you. to stop). Do not touch.the curb. Park as if you were going to get out and leave it
for an hour. :

Hill Park — ‘'l want to see how well you can park im that space.’’ (Indicare) ‘*You may take as many movements as
you need. Be sure you are parked properly whea you are through, as if you were going to get out and leave it for an
hour.”’

Temporary Stop — ‘'On the job, you sometimes have to stop for a package. Now act as if you have to do it. Pick your
own place to park. Now the stop will be at — — — (for instance, the doorway at — — — ). Make your signal for a stop,
park legally, and do not double park.”” — — — (After he stops): ‘‘Please tum off the motor. Now T am going to step
out. Act as if you are all alone. Step out of the vehicle, just as if you ate going to call for a package, at — - —,
Then, stand at — — — until [ tell you to recurn. Remember to act as if you are in charge.”’

VI. ' .

If test is for a Civil Service examination, with a public announcement: '‘You have finished. Thank you. I'm not allowed
to tell you how well you’ve done. The same office that mailed you your examination rating will mail you a notice.’’

) T ’ i R9-7100-17

- , : - (1/6/71)
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Exsminer: Write Pass or Fail in blank in score box: Pass if score is 23 or less, Fail if it is 24 or more. *SAFETY EMS: Any| -

violation will automacically fail an applicant.

1. BEFORE OPERATION CHECK IF FAILS TO: 8 - RAILROAD CROSSINGS CHECK IF FAILS TO:
-2 Check tires for inflation, cuts, etc. -2 Stop where required
-3 Check oil, fuel, water level -2 Slow down —_
-1 Check lights and signal devices =2 ——_ Look both ways
-1 Check all glass : ’ ‘ : : : -2 Select proper gear before crossing »’j
-1 Check rear view mirror and adjusts : s
-1 ____ Check horn 9 - HILL PARKING AND DRIVING
—~2 _____ Check biakes (service & emexgency)* —1 _____ Wheels not turned properly
~1 _____Adjusts seat 1 =1 Tires not properly in con:nct
-1 Brakes (lever) noc set -
2 . LEAVING CURB CHECK IF FAILS TO:

-1 Fasten seat bele X 10 - OVERTAKING - PASSING &
-2 Look back to check traffic condi:ions* ) -2 Begins passiog run too close behind overtaken vehicle
-2 Give proper signal Co- -2 Fails to signal (hand, light, horn)
-2 Wait for passing traffic -2 Cuts in too soon
-2 ‘Release parking (hand brake . . —2_____ Passes in intersection

- -2 Passes on hill, curve, etc.

3. USE OF CONTROLS :
..[‘____‘Fails to make smooth start ’ : - 1- MA'NTA'N'NG LANE AND DISTANCE
-2. Both hands not on wheel -2 Follows too closely
-1 Races engine . -2 Fails to maintain proper lane
=2 In gear, clutch depressed, no brake at intersection
-1 —__Rides clucch : . . 12 - SLOWING OR STOPPING CHECK IF FAILS TO:
-1 Clashes or selects wrong gear ~2______ Give proper signal
-1 _____Slips clutch to hold vehicle : ’ -2 Make gradual smooth stop
N =2 Make full stop, m proper posmon, at stop signs
4- ATTITUDEXE - 1- - orsignals

-2 ‘Depends too much on others for safety -1 Slow down by compression

-2 Insists on legal right-of-way

-2 Denies pedestrians their right-of-way
—2 _____ Fails to give vehicles their nght—of—w-y
-2 Unnecessary horn blowing -

~2 ____ Overconfidence or cockiness

. 13- PARKING CHECK IF FAILS TO:
—2_1__. Give proper signal
g -1 Park wichin two backings
-1 Avoid bumping or scraping curb
=2 - . Avoid hitring vehicle

-2 _____ Timidity or lack of assurance —
Y : -1 - Set brake or lever . ‘/
5. TURNING AT INTERSECTIONS | =1 ___ Pack within 12 inches of curb )
=2 Approaches in wrong lane : -1 _ Allow space to next vehicle :
=2 Turns from wrong lane
-2 Turns into wrong lane . 14 ATTENT!ON*CHECK IF FAILS TO:
-2 ™ Cuts corner - : - - b =2 Anticipate actions of other drivers or pedestrians
-2 Turns too fast -2 Keep attencion on driving
-2 Turns withoutr proper signal o J— Observe sign or signal
- 6 - SPEED* 15 - FREEWAY RUN
. . ~2 - Entry too cautious
-2 Exceed speed limit ) - E too reckless
-2 Drives too fast for conditions — Enuy f 1 .
-2 Varies speed too much -2 ;al.ls o ;mna for exic
-2 ______Drives too slowly for conditions -2 it oo fasc
7 TBACKING X - - - 16 - TEMPORARY STOP
N -1 Illegal ki .
=2 Look behind vehicle first -1 Le:frain:al:e ;:5
-2 Back slowly (sound homn if necessary) 1 On - side exit
-1 ____Back smoothly ~1 Fails to refasten seat belt

17 - FOREST ROAD OR OFF ROAD DRIVING (OPTIONAL)
<2 ____Heads into tournour for purpose of turning around instead of backing into spur
=2 __L__ Fails to sound horn on blind single lane curve
-2 _____Fails to adapt speed to road conditions
-1 Takes vehicle far into soft or high center road conditions. Drives on soft shoulders

-1 " _Fails to engage 4 wheel drive where needed . -

Reverse R9-" 17]
GPrPO 822-679 \/
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Consent for Driving Record Check

The individual identified below has applied for employment. The
- job we have available requires the operation of the Forest Service
vehicle. Please furnish us the driving record of this fndividual;

you may limit this record to the past three years.

Sincerely,

I, James Lee Swiderski . S-362-367-497-8548,
(full name) {Ticense number)

11,9 lsa do hereby authorize the AA\
(date of birth) .. . . ~ (state)

Department of Motor Vehicles to release my driving record to the
above organization.

NN gy /e /28

CV (signature) 7{date)

?Z£H/v~1;%£%2z;%/bﬁl 22l
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{

Name
USDA Forest Service P
VM Swrdelsky
N—WRITTEN 'I’EST(FOR CREW cmx;m DRIVERS _ Date /
' 20 Passenger o .
: AR
Forest
Instructions: Circle the correct word. o "
See Answer Guide, form R9-7130-kl. L IBON 7 SADN 1 STEE
One mistake allowed. Location
/V/t’ P /// /
1. All passengers in a crew carrier must have seats. @ FALSE
2. Crew carriers must come to a full stop at RR grade crossings. ; @ FALSE
3. Crew carriers must stop at drawbridge -- 50 ft. minimum. FALSE .
4. Crew carriers with passengers aboard may be pushed or towed. TRUE FALSE :_

5. All exits must be operable. FALSE .

6. ¥ rew carrier must come to a complete stop before opening doors. ('IRUE > FALSE

7. It is not necessary to close crew carrier doors before the @ ‘

motor is started.

8. The minimum distance in which you are permitted to follow @ FALSE
~ another crew carrier is 200 feet, or farther if required ‘
by State law.

9. A crew carrier driver always has the right of way. TRUE

—\r:ﬂ: 004~038 R9"7l’%0—37
(Rev. 5/17/67)
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.USDA Farest Service -
WRITTEN TEST - ALL-WEEEL DRIVE

Name
James Lee Swiderski

Sate

uctions: Circle the letter ahead of tbe
‘“g %%swer See Answer Guide, farm

Tvo mistakes allowed.

d(18[73

Farest

Huron-Maistee-
Location Mio Ranger District

e all-wheel drive vehicle i3 furnished:

To enable you to drive any place a
tractar can go.

To baul heavier loads.

To travel at slow speeds over rough
ar steep terrains.

6.

You should stop the vehicle to engage the
front vheel drive:

@ To avoid damege to the gears, clutch,
axles, etc.

B. To avoid the extra noise.

C. To check the road before mroceeding.,

> front-wbeel drive should be engaged :
After the vehicle is stalled.
When you see that greater Powexr and
traction will be required than is
furnisbed by the rear vheels,

Any time you are traveling on un-
surfaced, hilly roads.

*8, including the spare, should de
38 switched:

" be sure of maximm traction.

To avoid uneven wear which will
cause damage to the gears, plus
hard shifting when in all-wheel
drive,

Sothatyougeta.goodlookatthe
condition of all the tires.

7.

The resscr for restricting all-wheel
érive to 40 MPH maximm speed on dirt is:

A. The manufacturer recammends this
maximum speed.
BN

Because of design and construction,
the all-brel drive 18 mare suscepti-
ble to skiis and upsets.,

C. The brakes are not adequate,

D. The load is usually too heavy.

ing hubs are installed on all-wheel
2 vehicles:

['o permit froot wheels to turn free-
ly without turning axle and qirfer-
'ntial wben not in fromt wheel daxrive,
‘o give greater traction.

0 permit heavier loeding.

You should ceck the motar o1l in alle
vheel drive vehicles immediately before

orerating over steep terrain because:
A. The vehicle will use more oil.

@ Vhen tirved st steep angle the oil
pump wilZ sametimes fail to pick
up oil if the pan is not full.

C. The ateep climb will cause the
motar {0 bhest, .

1fting into low range without tbe
wheel drive in gear:

Ou may increase your power for
hart pulls,

place too much stress on the
ansmission, drive shaft, and rear
cles, causing severe damage.

‘event the vehicle from slipping on

9. Special emphasis should be Placed on the

safety and prevextive maintenance checks
of all-vheel drive vehicles becauge:

A. They cost mare to purchase.

B. They are mostly used for fire wvark.

r@ Orthetypeatuseandthehazardoua

conditions under which they are
opersated. v

R9-7100-27
(11/76)

dck roads.

/)pf oo/ I /3
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*USDA Forest Service ,/ Name
' / fl/ X James Tee Swiderski
WRITTEN TEST FOR ALL MOT(R VEHICLE [RIVERS " / Date ;
- o/18/78
str ne. ALl incidental drivers must complete this examination. [Forest 0
mple other written tests as they apply. Select the correct ByuroneMani stee
swer_ to each question and circle the word or letter. See Location M; o Ranger District

swer Guide, form R9-7130-ib.

Four mistakes allowed.

.

The operator is responsible for- TRUE ) FALSE
safe operation and care of

Government equipment.

Before starting you should check @ FALSE
all safety features such as brakes,

steering, mirrors, tires, horn,

lights, windshield wipers, and

seat adjustment.

WUE (FALSE)

YA

When refueling, it is not neces-
sary to stop motar.

The service brakes must be able
to stop a truck from a speed of
20 mph on level, hard-surfaced
road within 80 feet.

C@@Iy

12. It is unlawful to overtake and pass a vehicle:
(Circle two) .

(B) When the vehicle ahead 1s trying to slow
down or stop.

@\/At a railroad crossing.

When I would have to cross yellow line
painted to the right of the center line.

On a hill where I cannot see ahead to pass
safely.

Trucks must not be driven with
rocks lodged between duals.

<E§§§> FALSE

All vehicles going to fires shall FAISE
abide by traffic control lights
and stop signs unless escorted by

police.

Another car has the right of way if it:
(Circle two)

(a)
(B)

©
®

13.

Is traveling at an unlawful speed.
Turns on a flashing red arrow (light).
Enters the intersection first.

Is to my right and we enter the
intersection at the same time.

! good headlights, night driv-
.8 not any more dangerous
ti. driving in daylight.

e
Coasting downhill is permitted in

mE FASD
order to save gasoline.

It the vehicle has air brakes, the (TRUE) FALSE
air tank should be drained of
water daily through the drain cock.

1. Safe (Circle two)

@D

(B) Is the same for all cars.

speed on a highway:

Depends on my ability to estimate distances.

@) vepends on traffic and rosd conditioms.

(D) Means I can stop within a car length.

When entering a public highway from a driveway ar
alley, I must: (Circle two)

()
()
©
©)

Sound my horn and proceed cautiously.
Give a hand signal, then turn into street.
-Stop and look for approaching.traffic.

Yield right of way to closely approaching
vehicles.

When I hear the siren and see the red lights
of a fire truck or ambulance coming from the
resr, the lav requires me to: (Circle two)

15.

(A) Turn right at the next corner.
o —
Pull to the right-hand side of road or street.

(C) Speed up so as not to delay them.

@Stop my vehicle.

If I am in an accident resulting in death, injwy,
or such damage to a vehicle that it camnot b
driven away, I must: (Circle two) :

&
®

N~

Stop and see if anyone is injured and give
aid. ‘

Report the accident to the nearest police or
Sheriff's Department and to my supervisar.

Have the driver who is at fault report
accident to the police.

(D)

16. A driver under the influence of FALSE
alcohol has a false confidence
which causes him to take chances.

17. Safety belts should be used @) FALSE
regardless of length of trip.

18. At least one vehicle length must @ FALSE
be allowed for each 10 mph of
speed. .

19. Come to a full stop at all stop @ FALSE

signs.

Continue on my way if it was not my fault.

{R9-T130-31 (4/1/66)
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Name
USDA Forest Service —
TIM SwWiIDELS k)
WRITTEN TEST FOR WHEEL TRACT(R OPERATCR Date
_ &)1/ 79
Forest )
nstructions: Circle the correct answer. //ﬂﬂd")
ee Answer Guide, form R9-7130-l4, Location
l'wo mistakes allowed. /14/ 0 2{ D

1. Always engage the latch, thus locking both front brakes together, < ’IRUE -/ FALSE
when driving on the highway in high gear.

2. When greasing, oiling and fueling tractor, keep motor running to " IRUE @
save time,

3. When greasing, oiling or cleaning cutter bar on mower attachment, FALSE
the tractor motor shall be shut off.

4., When going down hill, have gear shift in peutral and coast to save TRUE @
gas.

i
oo Danger of a tractar overturning increases four times, when speed (IRUE FALSE

is doubled.
5. To get proper tension on power take-off drive cha.in, leave motor TRUE
running when the adjustment is being made.
T+ Clutch pedal clearance is very important. : @ FALSE
3, Proper adjustments on brakes, clutch, and motor are found in FALSE

Operator Manual issued by the equipment manufacturer.

). Wobble of wheels can be carrected by proper tightening of lug bolt@ FALSE

D). Crankcase breather shall be serviced more often when operating FALSE
under dusty conditions.

) ' R9-T7130-43
' ) (4/1/66)



U. S. ITOSTAL'SERVICE
DRIVING RECORD
(For Positions That Reguire Driving)

- Please fill in the blanks beiow. You may have someone help you complets this form if you wish. .
)(""“m Of Position Applied For - 2. Date e
oLer : 7//2//73. \
3. Name (Fi, middie. last) R , 4. Birth Date (Monih. day. year)
s Lee Swdgzk T TSRS e

5. Address (Number and Street, or RD number, City, State. end Zip Code)

6220 MaCopis ~ pActo, Mich szoa cow i oo Tl

6. |If You Have A Valid Driver’'s Permit Or License, Furnish. information Requested in The Spaces Beiow.

a. Driver’s Permit Or License Number . B. Stase In which It waz Issued ¢. Date It Expires

s 242 3.7 YP7 358 Miék. A ja7s

LAt .

7. tf You Don't Have A Driver's Licenss, Give Reason Below. -

8. Have You Operated A Motor Vehicle Within The Last Seven Years? ) - . o m Yes O No

U “Yes." give years: 7

9. Have You Been Arrestad Or Given A *“Ticket’’ By A Policeman For Violating A Driving Law Within The Last

Seven Years? (Do not include perking wiolasions or charges of whick you were found not gwilty.) . _ . . . .. 3 Yes.. [ﬂ No _ .
Yes,” Jill in the cohuwnns below for each arrest or “Ticker.” . =

k - :

. Enforci . Was permit revoked

& Charge Date Place . Law En °f°m9 : Action Taken or suspended?
g : ) . Authority )

(Speeding, reckless driving, e1c.) (Moruh and year) | (City or 10wn. and State) (Ciey P_“‘:” (Fined, forfeited collsseral, etc.) | (Show whick. If suspended,

N
{Now compiete the dlanks on reverss and sign your ﬂ.m'-)

PS Form 2480 « U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE—1971-790-712/50
Apr. 197

- oo N A, - P . o r e -

__Rppepsre T/6

@



,},/ /6 @ o APP&WW x T /6

: 8. Have You Had Any Motor Vehicle Accidents Within The Last Seven Years While You Were Driving? @ Yes 3 Neo
! 1lf “Yes.” furnish the nformation below for cach accident)
Dats Of Accident ‘ Place (City or 1own, end Siate)
ACCIDENT NO. 1
Scpr 1670 GRMD (edcs, Maich,
Circumstances (Describe how the eccident happened) ) .
wWAS ToPPIAg 'CCIL .'PEE.SOM Y Locs— a—f ME Wllb WAS
mAabice 4 LetT  HAND  TuRN oM A Tewo- QM:Q A wlen
pegsont HiT  ME -Ccm BRHIND, .-
Amount of damage to your Amount of damage to Dlid you or your insurance company make payment to auMl
car : the other party's car the other party? Yalc a Yes O we
s ) s LA kel If **Yes,” give amount, $ —udkdaoN
was anyona killed? O ve [ No | wereyoujuaged at fautt? O ve B[ wno

Give name of court or other isgal body which made the judgment. - - T

.| Date Of Accident Ptace (City or town and Siate)
ACCIDENT NO. 2 . . oL e s

Circumstances (Describe how the accident.happened)

Amount of damags to your Amount of damage to Did you or your lnsurance company make payment to D Yes D b No
car the other party’s car the other party?

s s It “Yes,” give amount, $
~as anyone kitled? O ves O wno I _ch you judged at fauit? O ves O wnNe

-e name of court or other legal body which mads the judgment.

Oate of Accident Placs (City or town and Siete)

ACCIDENT NO. 3
Circumstances (Describe how the «jn‘dnu heppened)
Amount of damage to your Amount of damage to Did you or your insurance company make payment to D Yes D No
car the other party’s car the other party?

LUt Yes. ™

s s if es,”” give amount, $

Was anyone killed? D Yes D No ] Were you judged at fauit? D Yes D No

’

Give name of court or other legal body which made the judgment.

If you had more than three accidents within the last seven years, provide the information requested above for each on additional sheets.

1 certify that sil of the statements made in this apphcatson are true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief and are

made in good faith.

5‘?““”’§ e &wwgk ' o IM///Z/ /73

o GPO T90.7T12

@
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U.S POSTAL SERVICE

N— CERTIFICATE OF MEDICAL EXAMINATION
_(.v"\ ) Part A. TO BE COMPLETED BY APPLICANT OR EMPLOYEE (typewrite or printin ink)
1~ _ME (last, first, middle) 2. SOCIAL SECURITY NO. 3. SESn 4. DATE OF BIRTH
Swl ! ) MALE Q
Dé‘ﬂSk[‘ James Lee 379 ' S b I T62¢ FEMALE ”/8/

5. DO YOU HAVE ANY MEDICAL DISORDER OF PHYSICAL | 6. | CERTIFY THAT ALL THE INFORMATION GIVEN BY ME IN CONNECTION WITH
IMPAIRMENT WHICH WOULD INTERFERE IN ANY WAY WITH THIS EXAMINATION IS -CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND
THE FULL PERFORMANCE OF THE DUTIES SHOWN BELOW? BELIEF. >~ . . - .

O ves A o

(If your answer is “YES™ explain fully to the physician performing
examination)

Part B, TO BE COMPLETED BEFORE EXAMINATION BY APPOINTING OFFICER e

3. PURPOSE OF EXAMINATION . 2. POSITION TITLE
CJ srearromiment ' " Distribution Clerk, PTFS
OTHER (specify) )

3. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF WHAT POSITION REQUIRES EMPLOYEE TO DO

Position consists of sorting letters, magazines, small parcels, etc. The work
is mminly night work and requires long hours of standing in one place, . dextrous
use of fingers, and good eyesight. The applicant will be required to 1ift mail.
sacks weighing 70 pounds. :

4. Circle the number preceding each functional requirement and each environmental factor essential to the duties of this position. List
any additional essential factors in the blank spaces. Also, if the position involves law enforcement, air traffic control, or fire fighting,
attach the specific medical standards for the information of the examining physician

A. FUNCTIONAL REQUIREMENTS wuyz >

wy liftir'xg. 45 pounds and over 15. Crawiling ( hours) @. Far vision correctable in one eye to-26720
_derate lifting, 15-44 pounds 16. Kneeling ( hours) . i
S,Tlfight lifting, under 15 pounds 17. Repeated bending ( hours) 26. Far vision correctable in one eye to 20/50
R avy carrying, 45 pounds and over 18. Climbing, legs only ( hours) and to 20/100 in the other
(. .oderate carrying, 15-44 pounds 19. Climbing, use of legs and arms 27. Specific visual requirement (specify)’
6. Light carrying, under 15 pounds &DBoth legs required s &DBoth eyes required
7. Straight pulling ( hours) 21. Operation of crane, truck, tractor, or motor %5, Depth perception
8. Pulling hand over hand ( hours) vehicle 30. Ability to distinguish basic colors
9. Pushing ( hours) @bility for rapid mental and muscuiar coor- 31. Ability to distinguish shades of colors
1P Reaching above shoulder dination simultaneously : @DHearing (aid permitted)
D Use of fingers 23. Ability to use and desirability of using 33. Hearing without aid
122 Both hands required firearms v 34. Specific hearing requirements (specify)-
13. Walking ( hours) Near vision correctable at 13" to 16” to 35. Other (specify)
4D Standing ( hours)C® ~T 1A-/OUS Jaeger1to4

B. ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS:

1. Qutside - 11. Silica, asbestos, etc. 20. Working on ladders or scaffoiding

2. Qutside and inside 12. Fumes, smoke, or gases 21. Working below ground

3. Excessive heat . 13. Solvents (degressing agents) . 22. Unusual fatigue factors (specify)

4. Excessive cold 14. Grease and oils 23. Working with hands in water

5. Excessive humidity~ 15. Radiant energy 24. Explosives

6. Excessive dampness or chilling 16. Electrical energy 25. Vibration

7. Dry atmospheric conditions 17. Slippery or uneven walking surfaces $EWorking closely with others

8. Excessive noise, intermittent 18. Working around machinery with moving 27. Working alone

9. Constant noise parts . 2 Protracted or irregular hours of work
ust 19. Working around moving objects or vehicles 29. Other (specify)

Part C. TO BE COMPLETED BY EXAMINING PHYSICIAN

1. EXAMINING PHYSICIAN'S NAME (type ar print) 3. SIGNATURE OF HWYSICIAN
NS M. S. PISKIN_MD. CU‘,g” uy 514/3//73

2. RESS (including ZIP Cod¢)1077 Leon | S’t N.E (signature) (date)

Gx‘m 1 ; ~» | IMPORTANT: After signing, return the entire form intact in the preaddressed
d qulds, MICh‘ 4950‘} “Confidential-Medical™ envelope which the person you examined gave you.

PS Form 2485 iy 1971

e i i o an e e e
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NOTE TO EXAMINING PHYSICIAN: The person you are about to examine will have to cope with the functional rezmiremenh and
environmental factors circled on the otber side of this form. Please take them, and the brief description of job duties above them, into

considcration as you make your examination and repart your findings and conclusions.

I, HEIGHT: 5- FEET ? INCHES. wactm_ﬂvoums. _

2. EYES: ! 20 20 20
(A) Distant vision (Snellen): without glasses: right 020 left 205 with glasses, if worn: right e .
(B) What is the longest and shortest distance at which the following specimen of Jaeger No/ 2 type can be read by the applicant?

Test each eye separately. .
Jasger No. 2Type - ‘" without glasses: . with glasses, if used: -
employces in the Federn! classified wervice as may be 5 : . .
requested by the Civil Service Commbwion or its antbor- R n. to ; é in. R in to in.

iged reprementative. Thin order wiil wupplement the Ex-
eeutive Orders of May 29 and June 1K, 1923 {Exwentive

Order, September 4, 1024). . ‘ :
L 5 in. to ;’b n. L in. o, Ll

(C) Color vision: Is color vision normal when Ishihara or other color plate test is used? }XYES O ~No
If not, can applicant pass lantern, yarn, or other comparable test? [] yES E] NO

i EARS: (Consider denominators indicated here as normal. Record as numerators the greatest distance beard.)
Ordinary conversation: Audiometer (if given):

250 500 | 1000 | 2000 | 3000 4000 | 5000 | 6000 { 7000 | 8000
© uoHreaR XD sterrear_ LD ’
20 1.

20 f1, ,
i A_ BLOOD PRESSURE . B.PULSE Immediately After 2 Min,
Systolic I : g p) Diastolic % L_ _lInitial ‘7 % after exercise gz é rest Z 5
5. URINALYSIS . ‘
or. Ph. ' Alb. i Sugor____ D Casts Blood ____ . Pus —
““ERE PRESENT OR IS THERE A HISTORY OF: (Cbeck each item) -
5| DISEASES OF THE FOLLOWING SYSTEMS _ YES | NO
7 A.DIGESTIVE MENTAL DEFICIT
7] B.NERVOUS NERVOUS BREAKDOWN
7] C.RESPIRATORY "] VENEREALDISEASE.
' D. CIRCULATORY EPILEPSY (Seizures, fits)
/| TUBERCULOSIS SPINAL CURVATURE OR DISEASE
a. If yes, is it arrested? SKIN DISEASE
b. If arrested, give date. ~_ WEAKNESS OF ABDOMINAL WALL
- FUNCTIONAL HEART DISEASE HERNIA
1 ORGANIC HEART DISEASE ¥ BACK INJURY RECENT OR REMOTE
-} IMPERFECT SPEECH ~_A BACK AND/OR NECK SURGERY

7. CONCLUSIONS: Summarize below any medical findings which, in your opinion, would limit this person’s performance of the job
d\éeynd/or would make him a hazard to himself or others. If none, so indicate. -

No limiting conditions for this job
Limiting conditions os follows

(@af}a—mﬁ - -

et B

g

Appentee I 71
®

D

e



TO BE GIVEN TO PERSON
EXAMINED WITH A PRE-
» "ESSED T CONFIDEN-
' EDICAL™" ENVELOPE.

UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
CERTIFICATE OF MEDICAL EXAMINATION

A

Form Approved
Budget Bureau
No. 50-R0073

Part A. TO BE COMPLETED BY APPLICANT OR EMPLOYEE (nypewrtte or print in ink)

~
_11/‘ ME (last, first, middle)

SWIDERSKI, JAMES 'L

56

379" [7525

2. SOCIAL SECURITY ACCOUNT NO.

3. SEX

4. DATE OF BIRTH

(] e 11/8/50

] remase

e
(If your answer is
the examination)

NO

5. DO YOU HAVE ANY MEDICAL DISORDER OR PHYSICAL
IMPAIRMENT WHICH WOULD INTERFERE IN ANY WAY WITH
THE FULL PERFORMANCE OF THE DUTIES SHOWN BELO

YES® explain fully to the physician performing

BELIEF -

Biological T

6. | CERTIFY THAT ALL THE INFORMATION GIVEN B8Y ME
THIS EXAMINATION IS CORRECT TO THE §§ST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND

echnician, GS-404-5

N CONNECTION WiTH

(signature of applicant)

Part B. TO BE COMPLETED BEFORE EXAMINATION BY APPOINTING OFFICER

1. PURPOSE OF EXAMINATION
[R rreaproINTMENT
(] ormer (specify)

2. POSITION TITLE

occasionally long hours.

3. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF WHAT POSITION REQUIRES EMPLOYEE TO DO :
Performs work which often entails strenuous physical demands.and
The majority of the time is spent in active

field work throughout the four seasons. of the year.

4. Circle the number
position. List an

‘eavy lifting, 45 pounds and over
iderate lifting, 15-44 pounds
\Jgh( lifting, under 1S pounds
" ravy carrying, 45 pounds and over
_oderate carrying, 15-44 pounds _
6. Light carrying, under 15 pounds
7. Straight pulling ( hours)
8. Pulling hand over hand ( hours)
9. Pushing ( hours) .
10. Reaching above shouid
11, Use of fingers -
12. Both hands required
13. Walking ( hours)
14. Standing ( hours)

. Oucide

. Outside and inside

. Excessive hest

. Excessive cold

Excessive humidicy

Excessive dampness or chilling
Dry atmospheric conditioas

. Excessive noise, intermittent

. Constant noise

Dust

OV MNPV AWN

-

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22.

23.

24.

A. FUNCTIONAL REQUIREMENTS

Crawiing ( hours) ST
Kaeeling ( hours)

Repeated bending ( hours)
Climbing, legs only ( hours) |,

Climbing, use of legs and arms

Both legs required

Operation of crane, truck, tractor, or motor
vehicle

Ability for rapid mental and muscular coor-
dinacion simultancously

Ability to use and desicability of using
firearms

Near vision correctable ac 13" to 16" w0
Jaeger 1 to 4 SRR

B. ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS

. Silica, asbestos, etc.
. Fumes, smoke, or gases
. Solvents (degreasing agemts)

Grease and oils
Raxdiant energy
Electrical energy

. Slippery or uneven walking surfaces
. Working around machinery with moving

parts

. Working around moving objects or vehicles

receding each functional requirement and each cnvironmental factor essential to_the duties of this
additional essential factors in the blank spaces. Also, if the position involves law eanforcement, air tra
control, or fire fighting, attach the specific medical standards for the information of the examining physician.

25.

26.

27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32,
33.
34.
35.

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

“Ability to distinguish shades of colors- .-+ -

Far vision correctable in oae eye 10 20/20
snd to 20/40 in the other

Far visioa correctable in one eye to 20/%0
and to 207100 ia the other

Specific visual requirement (specify) _..

Both eyes required

Depth perception

Ability to distinguish basic colors

Hearing (aid permitted)

Hearing without aid

Specific hearing requirements (specify)
Other (specify)

Working on ladders or scaffolding
Working below grouad

Unusual fatigue factors specify}
Working with hands in water
Explosives

Vibration

Working closely with ochers
Working slone

Protracted or irregular hours of work
Orher (specify)

Part C. TO BE COMPLETED BY EXAMINING PHYSICIAN CHARGE FEE TU EXAMINEE -

om I I¥_
AQ/UP#A: " o

1. EXAMINING PHYSICIAN'S NAME (type or print)

L. Jeffry \Price, M.D.

3. SIGNATURE OF EXAMINING PHYSICIAN

- 2y

my _ 3/2/%

[P SRESS (sncluding ZIP Code)

6143--28th ST SE Grand Rapids, ML

ined gave you.

49504

(signature)

IMPORTANT: After signing, return tbe entire form imiact in the pre-
addressed “"Confidential-Medical”” envelope which the person you exam.

(date)

78110 HOCTOR:

PLEASE COMPLETE THE REVERSE

. STANDARD FORM NO. 78

= OCTOBER 1989 (REVISION)
Civit SERVICE COMMISSION
FPM 339

4.
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NoOTE To EXAMINING PHYsICIAN: The person you are abour to examine will have to cope with the functional requirements and
environmental Tactors circled on the other side -of <his form. Please take them, and the brief description of job duties above
them, into consideration as you make your examination and report your findings and conclusions.

; ST ' e oy VI - LT - —
| 1. HEIGHT: = FEET,‘g /Zl~ TNCHES. - WEIGHT: \:bg(LwUNos. o />

1 2. EYES:

: 20 20 20
(A) Distant vision (Snellen): without glasses: right 30O left S0 with glasses, if worn: right .lgf! L= "; “'.. it e
(B) Whac is the longest and shortest distance at which the following specimen of Jaeger No. 2 type can” be fead by T
applicant? Tesc each eye separacely. . )
Janeger No. 2 Type without gl  with glasses, if used: -

empioyees in the Federal claugified service as may be : :

requested by the Civil Service Commission or its suthor- . . - .

ized representative. This order will supplement the Ex- R in. to n. L3 in. to .

ecutive Orders of May 29 and June 18, 1923 (Executive - -

Order, September 4, 1824).

L in. to n. L in, ‘o in.
(C) Color vision: Is color vision normal when Ishihara or other color plate test is ed?og YES EJ NO
~ If not, can applicant pass lantern, yarn, or other comparable tese? YES E“j N

7, EARS: {Consider denominators indicated here as normal. Record as numerators the greatest distance heard.)
Ordinary conversation: Audiometer (if grven):

250 | 500 | 1000 { 2000 | 3000 | 4000 | 5000 | 6000 | 7000 | 8000

RIGHT EAR ; LEFT EAR
20 &, 20 k.

4. OTHER FINDINGS: In items a through 1 briefly describe any abnormality (including diseases, scars, and dishgurations). Include
brief history, if pertinent If normal, so indicate. :

a. Eyeg‘ ears, nose, and throat (imcluding tooth and oral e. Abdomen
biene) ok m B | X m AL
b. Head and back (including face, bair, and scalp) f. Peripheral blood vessels
oKk m #-C N orem#(
c. Speech (note any malfunction) g- Extremities .
NVOR m AL . NOKIMAL
d. Skin and lymph nodes (including thyroid gland) h. Urinalysis (if imdicated) J
JVORmAC -  sp.gr. LDIY . sugae NEG Blood AMEE :
- ' c . Albumen A/ECG . Casos A/ € pus MOALS '
i. Respiratory tract (X-ray if indicated) . _ )
- ARAmMAEL
- e (ihe, raie, iy, Junciion) - STZE  NOXARL, KBV U7, L% AL
Blood pr@:a,\-vd—-rﬁ; - GAMpe. I[ = JIT iSYSTUAC: @D, T 3071E
se<= —— N, T nrd AT . 7 Z 3
EKG (if indicated) =~ = KA1 RT O DVTSD CRXOT 705 . .
k. Back (special comsideration for positions involving heavy lifting and other strenuous duties)
SVOK m
1. Neurological and mental bealch j ]
Vorkm #L | .
B 0,0 ClIfS} LSC.NITIEL? sZeciu-
CONCLUSIONS: Summarize below any medical findings which, in_your opinion, would limit this person’s performance of the
job duties and/or would make him a hazard to himself or ochers. If none, so indicate.
No limiting condiions for this jeb . - ~
E‘mﬁﬁ:o_eu-‘hu:uib"ol-‘.l:‘. i“ v-\.a v ;"ES‘( . .'.‘\.i \:_\,
—




- | | Appernoix L,

s coccdinet. ,  apmecs AUDIOGRAM
NAME __ 7 ot it ) D. K. SHAHROKH, M. D..s.c.@

—
————

e 7:/2-77 _ Examiner ___-fZéL_ Date _lz-3:-77  Examiner _<£
S— =
No. tn1.= 7 No., —m-% |
250 500 1000 2000 4000 8000 0 250 500 1000 2")‘-3 4000 8000
0 ¥ B L :
K 2 K XN ol @ & |
10 fomente 71 = = =T = i . . . g
L= ! (&
20 - 20
30 30
]
40
40 E
. 50
50 S
&0 8 60
70 g
m 80
80 a
90 3 90 -
100 100
110
110 Prequency( cysles /second) ) Frequency(cyclss/second)
Remarks : Remarks

IA/AAW//\%A?__— rt. l1so | Lt. ___ﬂ‘u%/l P p
N red|1964| blue|" ——M—ééc_—a:ocy/-:—o\

O |A.Cf X y
RECERD W

ate Examiner - \Date Examiner

. : \ . No. ;
0..250 500 1000 2000 4000 /8000 0 250 500 1000 2000 4000 8000

No
10 \ - / N 10 \ ) / N
20 AN /] 20 N\ /
30 \ / 20 : \ /
g N / N\ /

40 40 .
5o N T % A4
o AN g AN

’ N 9 , N
70 ~ 4 - ‘ 2 . Z N
80 ~ Z \ £ a0 / Ve N\ |
50 - AN § 90 y Z \\ ?
100 ~ / \ = 100 v / N .
110 4 \ 110 Z AN

7’ Prequency (oycl es/sesond) /’ Prequency(cycles/second)

;/ p
/' Remarks N ‘Remarks
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"1360 - Meetings L M 1360-2
\V/ \ ’ ~~
L MINUTES OF DISTRICT SAFETY MEETING 7 //b//
Mio District
Meeting held (date) 4/10/80 Time 0900
(p]_ace) Diskrict Office

icer in Charge Thomas F. Bates
bes Atténding:__ V. Bosman ~ R. Lord
S.A. TECH Moore G. Hasse SUPY... s
R =+ . V. leiseR
:éi. ;Egg J. Sﬁderski ) c' Reedy F' l&E-. LI RS T
WDLF 1573 | Hydrigst.,.......
ORA == R. Marzola - B. Baker ;mls.......:,,,
- NpwrA't... ...
~ ‘ -

cgﬁ:gﬁxrf'g“m}/ > .. C. Hough T. Hahn T™.......... v
FRST. T, 1 — - Compex......
FRST. o o - _ ?. Wolf - fa,les
\_ _FRST. 7°. 3 \T'J'f:]f
- DIST'""T 7.,.“ o B. Pavlovich e ‘e
CLERX- """sr eviznost .
BIOLOGIST M. Harmnis Sicng#l, ...
YACC - ' . Cvigng#2.. ..

- - ' ' fest.......

Topics discussed 10 Standard F. F. orders REGRTN......

FILE . Archizst.. ...

INFO 10N Fireline |safety - film "your way ouD LArch......

| ”’A—-\ —— N “VL a e e

3
( use of shelterj)dangerous line conditions ;3;} ........
\__/ wPinr. ... ..

M/H/QF msst#.

| - - . g : Asst#3.....,
- /| Rityspit. ...

| Geoﬂa.‘d-.--
| S VW/ | . e, e
Thomas F. Bates . . - . . ;3?5.'\'. st es
Fire and Recreation Technician e _' P‘*‘; s
' s T ’ ’ o - . ) . el3., * efeTalsTs
- SUPY Gl e

RERS. . . ivpaz.

CC: Marzola : ‘ ’
Erickson / O ¢ . C&M(4) (v, .-w:..

’9772457:: — /q 2! "A/ s /((/A—(/g'
Y"V CbUO—-’Of/ 74> o-r[f/r@ S‘/{ 4‘7/4¢J‘

’¢ S—--n—d‘od 22700 A/,Q.S‘ é(St

/
L;
CC’(:
» £
tn o=
u
hm

Safety suggestions offerad

a):

N
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1360 - Meetings HM 1360-2 @
MINUTES OF DISTRICT SAFETY MZETING
M /0 District

Meeting held (date) 3/2 4 /?0 Timedg&&« /030
(place) wWORKS Mo P

Forest Officer in Charge 7. /’7//‘3/‘//\]

Employees Attending: V. £oSMAN T. WRIGFT

D. LoRD T, cerrd

M FAROIS L. BAKER

L. Fox H rewTor

A. MARE0L0

J. S/ DEPeKT R weleH

p\ /400‘:&— i 2 [ %
T. GATES N flelwryze
G HRASE 4 HanfC

. WEDEIS g <0 - -
WLl e R

LT e

Topics discussed L/o RUSHOP Powepr ToolS -

. e
FEYIEWw ReECEnT. CA-| 4+ PLAvxEDN TO PzwiORY
ChPousE SHAYEC,

MmAaToR  Safety suggestions offered  REPRPLAcCE ALl Rah Elerr/iic

—

CrRDS + PLUGS  REFER TO IANTRUCT 1o AANOALS OF

G T HetP Rerore QJSHieG Ll Srr71L1FAR Teol $; oLy
AVTHORIZED PecPLE USE SLDIAL AR SAW.

Qé"% {\%— S-O', fa“w\ 4

) - ,
C:‘ Q L—.’ f,f/,e 6:_, - ,)/;_i/ -/./L'-’

/
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1360 - Meetings - HM 1360-2
MINUTES OF DISTRICT SAFETY MZETING

Mio Ranger District

Meeting held (date) August 24, 1979 Tipe 9:00

(place) Mio Administrative Site

Forest Officer in Charge Pam Wolf and Diane Anderson

Employees Attending: Ven Bosman, Dick Lord,'Roger Moore,

Tom Hahn, Lee Fox, Gordon Haase,

Gary Long, Dick Waligore, Jack Vining,

Jim Swiderski, Tom Mireau, Dave Sanborm,

] Jim Lazar, Randy Marzolo, Russel Hawley,

Barb Pavlovich, Pam Fritz, Linda Willobee,

Tina Wixom, Val Willobee.

Topics discussed Drving Safety, wearing safety belts.

Safety suggestions offered Wear safety belts at all times

while driving in a vehicle. Keep some kind of restraints

on chilldren. PN

(dinets =%

PAMELA G. WOLF
Clerk-Typist

CC: Marzolo
Reedy
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1360 - Meetings HM 1360-2
MINUTES OF DISTRICT SAFETY MZETING
Mio Ranger District
Meeting held (date)__ 05/18/79 Time 0830
(place) Mio Ranger Station
Forest Officer in Charge_STANLEY S. NISTLER
Employees Attending: D. Sorenson T. Hahn

M. Harnois D. Batavia
L. Fox G. Haase
R. MclIntyre J. Swiderski
A. Marzolo J. Luebke
D. Griese B. Pavlovich
D. Martin R. Moore
T. Bates V. Bosman

Topics discussed_ Emergency Medical Treatment for Bee Stings.

Safety suggestions offered  Execute emergency treatment

of sting victims when symtoms are recognized by using

Medihaler-Epi & Insect Sting Emergency Medication USFS-Kit II,

%@xb%«yﬁ&/
ANLEY'S. NISTLER

Forestry Technician

cc: Marzolo (MIO)
Reedy (SO0)
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1360 - Meetings : HM 1360-2

MINUTES OF DI STRICT SAFFTY MZETING

Mio ' District

Meeting held (date) 3/21/79 Time 10:15 am

(place) Mio Ranger Office

Forest Officer in Charge__James L. Swiderski

Employees Attending:__ kick Lord

Randy Marzolo

David Sorenson

Tom Bates

. . Gordon Haase

'Gary-Long

Tom Hahn

Mike Harnois

Topics discussed_ SHOP AND TOOL SAFETY

General Discussion on a checklist for shop safety and

on _the tools in the shop

Safety suggestions offered On Power Tools that are in

a stationary place, provide a pair of safety glasses

on a hook that can be used for each tool.

L. SWIDERSKI
Wildlife Technician

cc: S.0. Safety Coordinator (Cl1iff Reedy)
District Safety Coordinator (Randy Marzolo)



dop- = 19® T

- 1360 - Meetings HM 1360-2
MINUTES OF DISTRICT SAFETY MEETING
Mio Ranger District
Meeting held (date) 5/31/78 Time 10:00
(place) HMio Ranger Dist.
Forest Officer in Charge tan Nistler
Employees Attending: £lan E. Stevens Dick Lord
David Sotnik Barb Pavlovich.
David Batavia Fam “olf
“Tim Hiller Jim Swiderski
Paul. Laut Ton McIntyre
‘ Tick Griese Gordon Haase ~
Xevin Gibson Jim Hogers

Laniel Martin

Topics -discussed Boating & swimming safety

Safety suggestions offered Loading & unioading boats,

rules of the road, common accident causes.

STAWLEY S. NISTLER
Fire/Recreztion Technician

cc: S.0., Forest Safety Coordinator (Feedy)
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7

U.S. DSPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT OF ACCIDENT
I CF EMMLDYEE (LAST, FIRST, & MICOLE 1MTIAL) |4 ASE 5. AGENCY| &. SOGIAL 3ECURITY NO. 7. EMPLOYMENT | 8. REPORTING OFFICE
CO0E GAROUP COGE (CITY ANO STATY)
N
Swiderski, James L. 27 1,1 3]779|5!6 76 2,6/0 1 Mio, MI
9, XINQ CF 10. CATZ ANO TIME OF ACCIDENT 1. M. |12. WAS OCCLNRENCE 13, ©vaLorze 14, TREATMENT 8Y 15, INJURY/ILLNESS CLASS
FLSINDENT MRS, ON {OUTSIDE REGULAR WORK PERSOMNAL PHYSICIAN °
e, MO, OAY HR. M, outYy HOURS FACTORS
{1 !‘C“"“ 7,810,510 411 5[0,0( ; 71 [@Mom [Ji-v=s |08 licoon  {[Dowo  [li-ves a(d:oq
.15‘ QAT v 2R 17. CATVE FETUARNED |18, MC. FULL]1S. D10 1 MJURY ARESULT iy . .
STOFA%D \:‘ T' TO WORX FOAK CAYS |A. TRANSFER TQ ANOTHER JOSB 8. LCSS OF CONSCIOUSNZIS OR C. EMPLOYEE UMASLE TO
£ omr— LOST OR TERMINATION OF EMPLOY: RESTRICTION OF MOTION PERFORM NORMAL ASSIGNMENT H
YR]. MO, cay YR, ™MO. DAY MENT . '
! 1 1 I 1 1 1191 maowe 1-ves | [Tyowo  [J1-ves (Mmoo  [—J1-vzs
20, NO. PPIVATE FER3ONS INJURED |21. MOTCR VERICLZ DAMAGE 22. VERICLE INFGAMATION 23. OTHZR PROPEATY DAMAGE
oR KILIED A. OWNERSHIP |3, TYPE
A. GOVERNMENT 8. PRIVATE ON 1. GOVT. A. GOVERMMENT 8, PRIVATE
OFFICIAL USE 2. PNT, ON
QFF, 8us.
Ols; 1 1 428]sy ; ,, 10{1]| o D6 lewomisy | 3 3 195y 443 19
24, REPORTING UNIT ORGANIZATION IDENTIFICATION {WRITE IN) - 25. UNSAFZ ACT
U.S. Forest Service, Huron NF, Mio Ranger District .
R AcEney 11 ottt (O] 3R01 0 4|01 0:015 6.0 19
25. FUNCTIONAL ASSIGMNMENT . 27. SPECIFIC SITE OF ACCICENT
Wildlife Management Comp 101 SW,NE Sec 33 T25N, R1E on a
’ : 2-track road.
0 8:0 743
23. FAZARDOUS CONGITION 29. ACCIDENT CAUSE
Brrsa aud trees encroaching on roadway._ Log which laid near edge of 2-track:
Visibility obscured. -
Y - 2.0 - 17:0 0
30. COMPLETE OESTRIGTION OF BOCILY INJURY AND/OR OCCLUAATIONAL tLLNMESS (INCLUDE EXACT PART INLURED)
None

. 30A. ml“-'léive oF ..._____'

T 0.0 0
-

N— INJU'R!D‘ O 'O ’3

3i. CCMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF ACTIDENT ('WMAT MAPPENED, HOW 1T MAPPENZD, WHAT WAS INVOLVED, WHAT LD UP TO ACCIOENT)
A fallen tree blocked my forward progress and no available spot in which to turma around.
Prcceaded to back up, but. view was partially blocked out rear window due to a water
pumper iz the truck bed. ‘Used side mirrors but did not see lcg lying at the road edge at
ihe turn in the road. The tip of the log dented the right rear feader. Wren I proceedad
to go avound bead. ) ’

-

31. ACTIDENT
TYPE

312 @l

22, ACTION TAKI TO PREVENT SIMILAR ACCIDENTS 34, MANAGEMENTS COMMENTS ON COARECTIVE ACTION -
Alert all drivers to check area into which 0 /
tkey baclk vehicles for obstructions. el A

23, WHAT OTHER ACTION SHCULD BE TAKEN

Employee preseated his accident during
district planniag meeting for discussion and : ;
alertad other drivers of hazards of driving

swo—-track roads. 35. MANAGEMENT CRGANI ZATIONAL FACTORS

P T (COSE FROM INSTRUCTIONS) | o,
B &% OF WCAK SUPZAVISC DATE SIGNATURE OF RTMEWING OFFICZR DATE

7 0} " / ’ ‘
) oS / J/ 9 .

7L lfnes” @ 77~ 78 3 /g (S oom X, /.,//; d
55, COTEA3 NaME Y 37. DATE 33. EMALOYING OFFICE COOE

P, J, Pavell ' 6/1/18 11/090L

s e YR Y Pay
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) PAGE | OF . PAGES

N FIRE-JOB QUALIFICATIONS EXPERIENCE AND TRAINING RECORD NAME

Torm  13A Tes

U —

(See Privaey Act Statement on Back)
C DATE
| 3/5/¢0
REGION OR AGENCY UNIT OR AREA SUBUNIT OR DISTRICT
n-2  |0]19] Hurowv @-0 |04 Mio c-e_ lo]5
SOCIAL SECURITY NO. (7-18) STATUS CODE (CODE 2 AND CARD TYPE 1 WILL DELETE RECORD FROM THE
]3 L" |8|2]e 15]2\|3]‘7 MASTER FILE)
1 ORIGINAL
?Esgszg:‘;pgi;rfuamn ONLY CARDS FOR WHICH YOU HAVE g 25,615;.8: 8 ' |
* CARD NUMBER 1-BASIC INFORMATION (17) _1_4
YEAR OF FIRE QUALIFICATION NAME (LAST. FIRST MIDOLE INITIAL) v
ce-19 |8 10 -39 |BlATlels] [TIhloklals| 1Al | | | | |
DATE OF BIRTH (MONTHK AND YEAR) TRANSFER TO UNIT OR AREA - . SUBUNIT OR DISTRICT
(40-43) IO [q 13] ) (44-45) I 1 (46~47) | l
PHYSICAL FITNESS RATING . BEST FUNCTIONAL ASSIGNMENT
(48-49) | |5 |1sT s0-51)  JLL|') | 2no s2-53_|S | |0 se-ss) [P ]
. CARD NUMBER 2-TRAINING (17) 2
TRAINING COURSES NEEDED ) . TRAINING COURSES COMPLETED i
COURSE CODE COURSE CODE . YEAR COMPLETED

) (18-21) 1S3 1 ) (42-45) S |4|R]e (46-47) 1618
2 (22-25) Syl e (48-51) [si¥ig]e _(52-59 710

3 (26-29) [ ] ] | (54-57) [S1%]7]0l . (58-59) |£16
e (20-39 | {1 (50-63 sI313 |0 (64-69 161
Cs I sI3R o ro-mn 1617
6 (38-41) . (72-75) IS|alélo (76-77) 1619
CARD NUMBER 3—FIRE EXPERIENCE an 3
LAST CALENDAR YEAR'S FIRE EXPERIENCE OR. If ORIGINAL INPUT, EXPERIENCE FOR LAST FIVE YEARS (ADDITIONAL CARDS CAN BE USED IF
NEEDED)
JOB CODE YEAR NO. QUAL. FIRES NO. TRNG FIRES MGMT. LEVEL | RATING
1ooee |17 ey 79 @2-230 | | ey PR3 |/ (25) |8 (26) 2
" \
2 w-m |7 e-30 || @32 | | @R D). e 14/ (3s) |4
3 ws-an (RI7] @ 719 we-a | | P B 1 (43) |4 44) [
o ws-ae (2] [ wr-am 2|91 we-sw ] | (51) [/l 2 K4 (53) | 2
s a5 | |2 se-sn | 7] FT  se-s0) | | (60) | 24 1) ”1 (62) |24
s (s-sa | | ©s5-68) | | e7-s8) | | (69) ' | (7o) | n |
7 -y || (7a-75) | L - (76-77) | ] (78) | - 79 | (80) |
CARD NUMBER 4— INTERAGENCY FIRE-JOB QUALIFICATION CARD DATA a7 4
FIRE QUALIFICATIONS ON-JOB TRAINING NEEDS .
TITLE NUMBER TITLE NUMBER
\*41 _ ns9) | | . ) 2e-29 | |
/\ 2 @21 | | o w2e-2n | |
3 ' @223 | | - 28-29) | |
227-101 (OVER) Standard Form 227 (8/76)

(USDA FSH 5109.16; USDI MP 530)



A-“p} I 2 @

PLPN Dy
T@

) — CARD NUMBER 5-PRIOR FIRE EXPERIENCE .. hr 2
JOB CODE NO OF FIRES JOB CODE NO OF FiRES J08 COCE NG Df FIRES
nee |07 120) [) o a0 |[3]] (41) |S{s  weoen | | 621 i
‘&../
@22 |3 Y (23) 1] 9 weay |19 (44) ool16 @36 | | (65) />__
ey [ Rfo (26) {Rj10  wuses | | (47) | v weesn | | o8 |
erm |16 (29) [ e | | (50) | [ e | | oo |
t
@oan |11 (32) Bplz 152 | | (53) | lw g2 | | a9 |
a3 |18 as) - |3 sessn ]| & | 2o s | | m |
(36-37) 13 |0 (38) |16 758 | | (59) | |2 (78-79) | | (80) |
CODES
CODES CODES | TRAINING COURSE
F J F 3
Cl 0l GHQ Fire Manager S1 03 | GHQ Service Coordinator S110 Basic Fire Orientation
Ci 04 Fire Boss | Si 07 | Service Chief 1 , S130 Basic Fire Fighter
Cl1 10 | Fire Boss I1 - S) 13 | Service Chief 11 S190 Introduction to Fire Behavior
Cl 17 Fire Boss 111 - . B S1] 41 Camp Officer w )
- St | 42 | Tool Manager S211 ater/Pumps
L1 05 | Line Boss | S2 | 43 | Equipment Officer $212 Power Saws
L1 1 Line Boss 11_ S3 | 44 | Tractor Manager S213 Tractors .
L1 16 | Division Boss . S4 | 45 | Tanker Manager 5214 Ground Tankers
Li 18 | Sector Boss_ " S5 | 46 | Truck Manager 53'5 Firing Equipment
L1 | 19 | Crew Boss S6 | 47 | Supply Officer $230 EF’WBBMSM brncioles
L1 | 20 | Squad Boss S7 | 48 | Air Service Officer 5260 tre Bus. Mgt.. Frincipics
L1 21 | Fire Fighter S8 | 49 | Air Service Mngr. Airport 5270 Basic Air Operations
L2 15 | Air Artack Boss S8 | 52 | Mixmaster - $320 Organizing Fire Suppre
L2 22 Air Traffic Boss S9 50 | Air Service Mgr. Heliport | $330 Sector Boss
L3 23 | Air Tanker Boss S9 | S1 | Air Service Mgr. Heliport 11 $331 Crew Liaison Officer
L4 24 | Helicopter Boss S0 | 53 | Communications Officer 5341 Maps-Records Officer
LS 25 | Tractor Boss SO | 54 | Radio Operator $343 Infrared Imagery Interpr.
L6 | 26 | Tanker Boss . . S351 | Air Service Mgt.. Airport
L7 27 | Firing Boss F1 08 | Finance Chief | 5352 Air Service Mgt., Helipont
L8 28 | Felling Boss Ft | 14 | Finance Chief Il $353 Mixmaster ’
L9 29 Line Locator F1 55 | Time Officer $354 Camp Officer N
L9 30 | Line Scout Fl 56 | Time Recorder $355 Equipment Officer
LO 31 | Crew Liaisoh Officer F1 57 | Commissary Manager S356 Supply Officer
F2 58 | Injury Compensation Officer $370 Intermed. Air Operations ~
P} 02 | GHQ Plans Coordinator F3 | 59 | Obligations Officer S38¢ Safety Managem‘:ﬂ
P1 06 Plans Chief | F4 60 | Claims Officer $390 Fire Behavior
P1 12 | Plans Chief 11 -
P! 32 Maps-Records Officer Al 09 | Safety Chief S420 Fire Org. and Management
P2 33 Imelligence Officer Al 40 | Safety Officer S440 Plans Chief
P2 34 General Scomt $450 Service Chief
P3 3s Infrared Imagery Interpr. S451 Air Service Officer
P4 36 Fire Behavior Officer - $460 Finance Chief
PS 37 Fire 1nformation Officer - S470 Air Attack Boss
P6 38 Training Officer
P7 39 Liaison Officer Coordinator §520 Fire Generalship
. S580 Adv. Ffre Safety Mgt
$590 Fire Behavior Officer
$620 Fire Command
Privacy Act Statement
All inforr:nalion requested on this form is voluntary and is solicited under the authority contained in Title 16 U.S.C. Section 551. It will
be used to determine and centify the fire suppression positions for which the individual is qualified. It is available 10 the State and Federal
Agencies responsible for fire suppression. Withholding information will jeopardize the possibility of fire-suppression position assignment.
Social Security numbers will be used as identifying number only. ’
1 centify that | have read the above staiement. “;
7 cf/'—:. - ; _—-—o—“ P g d ==
-~ A & d b
7/ /> / 7o A N
! Date Signature ’

¥ GPO . 1976 Ot -213-632
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(See Privacy Act Statement on Buck)

3E-JOB QUALIFICATIONS EXPERIENCE AND TRAINING RECORD

i

PAGE .’_ OF ._L. PAGES

NAME

Tom [3ATeS

DATE3/'I;\/77

REGION OR AGENCY
‘ {(1-2)

jed

UNIT DR AREA
j;ru Qo N

s-9 | g

SUBUNIT OR DISTRICT

MO 50 o |5

SOCIAL SECURITY NO.

STATUS CODE (CODE 2 AND CARD TYPE 1 WILL DELETE RECORD FROM THE

(7-15)
I?](,Igl‘;(’ ISI;]B'? MASTER FILE)
1 ORIGINAL .
INSTRUCTIONS: SUBMIT ONLY CARDS FOR WHICH YOU HAVE »
PERTINENT DATA : AGDITION. ag ||
CARD NUMBER 1—BASIC INFORMATION 17) 1

YEAR OF FIRE QUALIFICATION

NAME (LAST. FIRST. MIDDLE INITIAL)

et |7 of w9 BIAI7|E|ls| [7TTolM] 1A 11 L] | ]
DATE OF BIRTH (MONTH AND YEAR) TRANSFER TO UNIT OR AREA SUBUNIT OR DISTRICT
w3 101913/ “a-a5) | | “e-an) | |
PHYSICAL FITNESS RATING BEST FUNCTIONAL ASSIGNMENT
“s-49) Y ]2 18T s0-s1) | | | 2~ s2-53) | | |oamo  (sa-sm) | |
, CARD NUMBER 2-TRAINING an 2

TRAINING COURSES NEEDED

TRAINING COURSES. COMPLETED

COURSE CODE

COURSE CODE

YEAR COMPLETED

1 e-21 |Sj2l ¢l (s2-49 ElxdvilZ wn (2 |70
e wmew ||| ws __ |SPB|3jo — 615
3 (26-29) L1 1] (54-57) 1S1313]! (58-59) 161
[+ o NN (80-9 5315 R (54-85) o8
s (e |11 (85-69 Ll ro-71 |1
: a4 HEN 279 L] ] 7517 L

CARD NUMBER 3—FIRE EXPERIENCE

(17 3

LAST CALENDAR YEAR'S FIRE EXPERIENCE OR, IF ORIGINAL INPUT, EXPERIENCE FOR LAST FIVE

YEARS (ADDITIONAL CARDS CAN BE USED IF

NEEDED)

JOB CODE YEAR NO. QUAL. FIRES NO. TRNG. FIRES MGMT. LEVEL RATING
vosae P[] e [7]8 e || ey Py |21 (25) | (26) |2}
2 @128 || ) @~ D& @1-32 | | e Ze |/ (34) | ¢ (35) | 2
3 @e-an | | Be\d) | }il ‘ VUl wo-ay || (42) | (43) | (44) I

H = . S—

4 s-a8) | | @r-a8 | | @-s0 | | (51) ] (52) | (83) |
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CARD NUMBER 4— INTERAGENCY FIRE-JOB QUALIFICATION CARD DATA an 4
FIRE QUALIFICATIONS ON-JOB TRAINING NEEDS
TITLE NUMBER TITLE NUMBER

i os-19 | | (¢-25) | |

2 N— 0-21 | | (26-21) |

g

3 @23 | | @2 | | |
227-101 {(OVER) Standard Form 227 (8/76)

(USDA FSH 5109.16; USDI MP 590)
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CARD NUMBER 5-PRIOR FIRE EXPERIENCE (17) S
JOB CODE , NO. OF FIRES JOB CODE NO. OF FIRES . JOB CODE NO. OF FIRES
1 nsre | | (20) | | & @4 | | (41) | Jis w06y | | ® |
2 @29 | | (23) | |9 243 | | (44) | {6 6 | | ©) |
3 24-259 | | (26) | 10 s | ] “7 | | ©-67) | | (68) |
4 728 | | (29) | [11 we4s | | (50) | Ji8 @90 ] | |- o |
5 @o-3n | | 32) | 12 s | | (53) | [19 g2 | | 74 |
s @3 | | @) | jr1a  eess | | s | lo ose | | o
7 @ean | | 8 | |4 T, || (59) | {22 gers | | ®0) |
CODES coDp e
- ES CODES TRAINING COURSE
J F J
C! | 01 | GHQ Fire Manager S1 | 03 | GHQ Service Coordinator S110 | Basic Fire Orientation
Cl 04 | Fire Boss | S1 07 | Service Chief 1 “S130 Basic Fire Fighter
Cl 10 Fire Boss 11 St 13 | Service Chief 11 S190 Introduction to Fire Behavior
Cl 17 Fire Boss 111 o Si 4] | Camp Officer .
St 42 | Tool Manager S211 Water/Pumps
L1 | 05 | Line Boss 1 S2 | 43 | Equipment Officer 212 | Power Saws
Lt 11 | Line Boss I1 S3 | 44 | Tractor Manager §213 | Tractors
Ll 16 | Division Boss S4 | 45 | Tanker Manager S214 Ground Tankers
L1 | -18 | Sector Boss S5 | 46 | Truck Manager 215 Firing Equipment
LI | 19 | Crew Boss S6 | 47 | Supply Officer $230 | Crew Boss .
L1 | 20 | Squad Boss S7 | 48 | Air Service Officer 5260 | Fire Bus. Mgt Principles
Li 21 | Fire Fighter S8 | 49 | Air Service Mngr. Airport 5270 Basic Air Operations
L2 15 | Air Attack Boss S8 | 52 | Mixmaster izing Fi i
L2 | 22 | Air Traffic Boss 9 | 50 | Air Service Mgr. Heliport I 5320 | Qreanizing Fire Suppression
L3 23 | Air Tanker Boss S$9 | 51 | Air Service Mgr. Heliport 11 $331 Crew Liaison Officer
L4 24 | Helicopter Boss SO | 53 | Communications Officer S341 Maps-Records Officer <
LS 25 | Tractor Boss SO | 54 | Radio Operator S343 Infrared Imagery Interpr.
L6 26 T?'.'k" Boss . . 8351 Air Service Mgt., Airport
L7 27 | Firing Boss F1 08 | Finance Chief 1 S352 Air Service Mgt.! Heliport
L8 28 | Felling Boss F1 14 | Finance Chief 11 $353 Mixmaster !
L9 29 | Line Locator Fl 55 | Time Officer $354 Camp Officer
L9 30 Line Scout F1 56 | Time Recorder i
c . S355 Equipment Officer
Lo 31 | Crew Liaison Officer F1 57 | Commissary Manager $356 Supply Officer
: F2 58 | Injury Compensation Officer i i
PI | 02 | GHQ Plans Coordinator F3 | 59 | Obligations Officer Sa | e e perations
. ) gement
P1 06 | Plans Chief 1 F4 60 | Claims Officer $390 Fire Behavior
P1 12 | Plans Chief 11
Pl 32 | Maps-Records Officer Al 09 | Safety Chief $420 Fire Org. and Management
P2 33 Intelligence Officer Al 40 | Safety Officer S$440 Plans Chief
P2 34 | General Scout S$45